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Dear Central Avenue Family,        February 21, 2021 
 
The COVID cases/hospitalizations/deaths in our area continue to decrease steadily and consistently, 
allowing us to open up worship more.  We still follow the data closely and making changes as seems 
fitting.  Please also read through protocols affecting our other ministries and Bible studies on page 8.  
We thank you for graciously abiding these protocols.  Here’s a highlight of changes Council has 
approved that will be made beginning March 7: 
 

• Masks on the main floor will be optional.  Masks will remain mandatory in the narthex and 

balcony. 

• Main floor sanctuary will have a several rows in the back half which will be roped off to 

maintain physical distance.  The front half of the main sanctuary will be open seating with 

worshippers sitting as they are comfortable.  The narthex and balcony will remain physically 

distanced as well.  All may enter through the narthex but must wear a mask there.  To enter 

without a mask, please use the east end doors (see page 3). 

• Dismissal will happen as pre-COVID following the “Moment of Reflection.”  There will no longer 

be a need to be seated again and dismissed by an usher or deacon. 

 
We continue to evaluate the protocols and procedures regularly based on the data and needs of the 
congregation.  We are so thankful to God for His protection over us and for the gracious spirit evident 
in our congregation to this.  Pray that this will be a light for Christ to our community and we worship 
and serve Him together. 
 
Following is an updated “What You Can Expect…” for worship on Sunday, as well as the general 
protocols the Education Committee has put in place for our various ministries starting soon.  The main 
updates are highlighted in yellow.  Again, we continue to urge each other to defer in our various 
perspectives to one another out of love – and reserve our energy and fight for gospel issues!  Keep in 
mind I Corinthians 9:22b-23, “I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save 
some.  I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.”   
 
If you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or particular needs, please feel free to contact your 
Fellowship Group elder or deacon.  The Lord be with you ‘til we meet again. 
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What You Can Expect… 
 
…as you prepare to come to worship: 
 

• At this time, all are invited to worship for both morning and evening services.  The services 
will continue to be live-streamed on Facebook and broadcast on the radio for those at home. 

• Bring your Bible – Bibles and hymnals have been put back into the pew racks, but Pastor Chad 
still encourages you to bring your own Bible! 

• Bring a mask – Masks continue to be mandatory for the whole service in the balcony and 
narthex.  Masks are optional on the main floor of the sanctuary, as well as the overflow area in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Bring your own mask.  Church will NOT be providing masks.  If the main 
floor fills up, you can sit in the Fellowship Hall and watch the live-stream together.  If you would 
rather sit in the narthex or balcony there is often room – but you will need a mask there. 

• Check your symptoms – if you exhibit any COVID-19 symptoms – even if thought to be 
something else, including allergies – or if you have been in contact with someone exhibiting 
such symptoms, you are asked to listen/watch the service at home.  As a precaution, please 
take your temperature before coming to worship.  If it is elevated, please remain at home. 

• Those who are high-risk are encouraged to listen/watch at home for the time being, per CDC 

guidelines.  All are attending worship at their own risk, so only you can make the final decision.  

Those who are not comfortable being in the church, but desire to be with God’s people, are 

welcome to worship from their car in the Connection (north) parking lot. 

• Pray – for God’s Spirit to unite us with Him and together in worship, while also praying that He 
keeps us safe and discerning. 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
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…as you arrive: 

• Hand-sanitizer stations will be located outside each entrance.  Please use them to clean your 
hands before you enter and wash in the bathroom. 

• Deacon “doorman” will greet you and give you any initial instructions, as needed.  Please, 

indicate any needs which required special accommodation. 

o West End Doors (canopy*, Centennial Park, bell tower) – for balcony and narthex 
seating (Mask Mandatory) 

o East End Doors – main floor sanctuary seating (Mask Optional) 
 

*note: all can use the canopy doors for drop-off, especially during inclement weather.  
Please wear a mask in the narthex and balcony area and be seat where you wish. 

 

 
 

• There is no longer a need to check-in and receive a pew assignment.  Deacons will still greet 
you as you enter the church building.  Simply sit in any pew that is now roped off (please, do 
not remove any ropes!).  Be mindful of distance between your family group and others.  You 
may not feel need for physical distancing, but others still may. 

• Bulletins/Orders of Worship/Song Folders will be available in the racks as you enter the 
worship space.   

• Overflow.  There is limited capacity in the sanctuary, but overflow seating is available in the 

Fellowship Hall downstairs where you can watch the service on a monitor with others. 

• Nursery will be closed – and Children’s Worship is on hold until next fall.  Our youngest 

children are more than welcome in the worship service – no judgment!  We love to hear their 

jabbering and fidgeting.  They are children!  If you have a need for child care, please contact the 

church office at info@centralavecrc.org or 616-396-6230. 

  

West End 

Entrances 
East End 

Entrances 

mailto:info@centralavecrc.org
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…during worship: 
 

• We are here to worship!  There is a certain novelty – as well as frustration – to all that is going 
on right now, for sure.  But our goal is to worship God and hear Him speak to us through His 
Word.  In the midst of all the protocols and inconveniences it is easy to lose sight of that.  Make 
this a matter of your prayers for yourselves and the entire congregation. 

• Wear your mask in the balcony and narthex.  You are welcome to wear a mask if you’d like 
the main floor of the sanctuary.  It is optional. 

• Fans will be turned on in the balcony (but off on the main floor during the winter months).  
The ventilation system has been upgraded to maintain good circulation. 

• If you need to leave to use the restroom, please do.  You are not locked in your seat! 
 
 

…as you leave: 
 

• After the “Moment of Reflection” you can simple leave.  You may exit out any door.   If you do 
exit through the narthex, please wear your mask in that area.  

• Please go directly to the exits.  While we hope to start coffee fellowship soon, for now make 
your way outside.  Feel free to gather outside for fellowship with one another – don’t forget to 
check the Connection parking lot for any who may be worshipping there.   

• Continue to connect with those who are not able to join for worship for whatever reason.  
This is a difficult time of separation and with some able to worship in person and others not, 
that can only exacerbate that separation.  Make phone calls.  Maybe even stop over for a 
“porch visit” on the way home from church.  But please be especially mindful of those who are 
not able to be with us yet. 
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…if COVID-19 makes an appearance at Central Avenue Church: 

 

• If an individual exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 during a worship service, they will be brought to 
the Gathering Room or Classroom 5 (by the Boiler Room).  Any child <18 must be accompanied 
by a parent. 

• If an individual exhibiting symptoms requires transportation, a family member will be notified 
first.  If unavailable, a deacon <65 years old, wearing an N-95 mask, will transport them home 
using a church van.  The van will then be professionally cleaned.  If the individual exhibiting 
symptoms requires medical attention, 911 will be called. 

• Should anyone who has been present in worship or someone living with someone who has 
been present be diagnosed with COVID-19, those within the Ottawa County Health 
Department’s (OCHD) parameters will be notified about potential exposure, not announcing the 
individual’s name without his or her permission. 

• The diagnosis will also be reported to the OCHD, if it hasn’t already been. 

• A thorough cleaning of the spaces where the diagnosed individual was present will occur and 
protocols will be revisited. 

• Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 or who has tested positive for COVID-19 should not to 
return to the church building until he or she has met the OCHD’s criteria to discontinue home 
quarantine or isolation. 

 
 

General Comments 
 

• Wash/Sanitize your hands regularly. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth for your own protection – and when you do, 
wash/sanitize again for the protection of others. 

• Cover your mouth with a tissue or the inside of your elbow when you sneeze or cough. 

• Practice distancing – 6’+ - households sit spaced out around sanctuary. 

• What about visitors?  Visitors add greatly to our worship, so we will be welcoming visitors 
through this time.  We do not anticipate this will overfill our services, but we will be asking our 
regular visitors to join with the Fellowship Group which best first their geographic location. 

• The live-stream video will continue – along with the radio broadcast – for those uncomfortable 
gathering and to make up for the limitations in the number able to gather each week. 
 

LISTEN: 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. on AM 1260, 96.5 FM, or 98.9 FM 
WATCH: 9:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. at www.facebook.com/centralavecrc/live 

 
 If you would like help connecting to the live-stream video, contact the church office 
  

about:blank
http://www.facebook.com/centralavecrc/live
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Return to Ministry 2020-2021 
 
Central Avenue CRC returned to educational ministries in September 2020, with a desire to prioritize not 
only physical health, but also spiritual, social, and emotional well-being, the Education Committee, in 
conjunction with advice from the Health & Safety Committee, presents the following “Return to Ministry” 
document.  
 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS (MI Safe Start Phase 4) 
 
Face Coverings  

• Face coverings are not required for PreK – 5th grade classes.  

• Face coverings are required for 6th – 12th grade classes (if medically tolerable).  

• Face coverings are strongly recommended for all Adult classes (if medically tolerable).  

• All teachers will use face coverings (if medically tolerable).  

• Students/Participants will need to provide their own face covering.  

• Face coverings are not required in outdoor gatherings provided social distancing is present.  
 

Classroom Hygiene  
• The standard protocols for handwashing, symptom monitoring, etc., that is called for in the Worship 

procedures, will be in place for all classroom related gatherings.  

• Bibles, books, and other materials will be assigned to each participant for their use each week.  

• Sanitizer will be on-hand in each classroom.  

• Masks will be provided for those that forget them.  
 

Physical Distancing  
• Classroom spaces will be designed to maximize space among participants in each area, at teachers’ 

discretion. 

• Seating will be assigned for Sunday School and Catechism.  

• Outdoor class meeting will be encouraged as much as possible, weather permitting.  

• Technology will be available in each Sunday School/Catechism area to provide the ability for remote 
learning.  

 

Contact Tracing and Positive Cases  
• Seating pattern and attendance to be tracked for each class.  

• Any student exhibiting signs of illness in class will be brought to a specified quarantine location and 
parent(s) contacted for immediate transportation home.  

 

MI Safe Start Phases  
• This document takes information from Phase 4 of the Michigan Safe Start reopening plan.  

• Once Michigan enters Phase 5 of the reopening plan, many of the processes will move from required to 
strongly recommended. More communication will follow at that time.  

• If Michigan returns to Phases 1-3, all Sunday School/Catechism gatherings will move to remote learning, 
and Adult Education, HS Youth Group, MS Youth Group, Cadets and GEMS will suspend in-person 
gatherings.  
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MINISTRY SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 
 
Sunday School  

• General Requirements for Face Coverings/Classroom Hygiene/Social Distancing/Contact Tracing 
required.  

• Pre-gathering singing time will be suspended through December and substituted with an Art project 
(Christmas, etc.) as available.  

• Students will move directly to their assigned classrooms after the worship service.  

• MI Safe Start Phase 1-3 would immediately move Sunday School to remote classes.  
 

Catechism  
• General Requirements for Face Coverings/Classroom Hygiene/Social Distancing/Contact Tracing 

required.  

• Students move directly to their assigned classrooms/seating after the worship service.  

• MI Safe Start Phase 1-3 would immediately move Catechism to remote classes.  
 

Adult Sunday School/Bible Studies/Women’s Ministry/Marrieds Study/Small Groups  
• General Requirements for Face Coverings/Classroom Hygiene/Social Distancing/Contact Tracing are 

strongly recommended.  

• MI Safe Start Phase 1-3 would result in suspension of all in-person Bible Studies/gatherings. Leaders 
encouraged to maintain contact during suspension and offer online alternatives if available.  

 

Cadets/GEMS  
• General Requirements for Face Coverings/Classroom Hygiene/Social Distancing/Contact Tracing 

required.  

• Recommend rotation of occupancy of Ministry Center on Wednesday nights to allow for maximum 
space per ministry.  

• MI Safe Start Phase 1-3 would result in suspension of all in-person Cadets/GEMS activities. Leaders 
encouraged to maintain contact during suspension and offer online learning if available.  

 

Middle School/High School Youth Group  
• General Requirements for Face Coverings/Classroom Hygiene/Social Distancing/Contact Tracing 

required.  

• MI Safe Start Phase 1-3 would result in suspension of all in-person Middle School/High School activities. 
Leaders encouraged to maintain contact during suspension and offer online alternatives if available.  

 
Respectfully submitted to Council on August 7, 2020, updated October 12, 2020 and January 4, 2021:  

- Jason Bruxvoort – Education Chair  

- Dirk Hollebeek  

- Pastor Chad Steenwyk (ad-hoc)  

- Al Teerman (Elder)  

- Mary Vander Lugt  

- Craig Yonker  

 


