
 

	  

Who Am I? 

P R E S E N T E D  B Y :  

 

GROUP GUIDE 

	  



 

 

THANK YOU 

 
For choosing this study guide from White Horse Inn! 
Your zeal to spread the Reformation message in your 
circles is precisely why we, as an organization, are in 

existence! We want to bring about a second 
Reformation and “help people know what they believe 

and why they believe it.” 

Thanks! 
White Horse Inn 
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White Horse Inn is a 
multimedia catalyst for 
reformation. We believe that 
each generation must rediscover 
and apply the gospel to its own 
time. We long to see a second 
reformation take hold 
of our churches, returning them 
to the God-honoring, Christ-
centered, Spirit-wrought places 
of worship they should be. 

Over the past twenty years, 
we’ve grown more hopeful that 
such a reformation is possible. 
So, we’re putting our time and 
resources to work toward one. 



	  

 

M I S S I O N  &  V I S I O N  

The mission of White Horse Inn is to help Christians “know what they believe 
and why they believe it” through conversational theology. Our vision is to see a 
modern reformation in our churches through a rediscovery of God, the gospel, 
and the classic Christian confessions proclaimed during the sixteenth-century 
Reformation. 

C O N V E R S A T I O N S  F O R  A  M O D E R N  R E F O R M A T I O N  

C. S. Lewis famously remarked that “mere Christianity” is like a hallway. In 
this hallway, real conversations between Christians of different convictions 
can begin and develop over time as we emerge from these various rooms to 
speak of Christ and his gospel to one another. 

For twenty years, White Horse Inn has hosted this conversation both on the 
radio (White Horse Inn) and in print (Modern Reformation) in the spirit of that 
great hallway of “mere Christianity,” bringing the rich resources of the 
Reformation to bear on American evangelicalism. 

The conversations take place in various formats: 
 ➨ White Horse Inn radio show & podcast 
 ➨ Modern Reformation magazine 
 ➨ Books 
 ➨ Events 
 ➨ “Out of the Horse’s Mouth” blog 
 ➨ Facebook, both White Horse Inn and Modern Reformation 
 ➨ Twitter, @whitehorseinn and @modref 

More than just a talk show and a magazine, White Horse Inn is a conversation 
for a modern reformation. 

	   	  



	  

 

H O M E  T O  A  T A L K  S H O W  

Launched in 1990, White Horse Inn is a theological talk 
show featuring roundtable discussions on faith, culture, 
and apologetics. Named after the pub in Cambridge, 
England, where the Reformation came to the English-
speaking world, White Horse Inn carries on the tradition 
of the early Reformers—to equip Christians to “know what 
they believe and why they believe it.” 

 
O U R  H O S T S  

The hosts of White Horse Inn come from various denominational backgrounds 
to discuss culturally relevant matters: 

Michael Horton is the J. Gresham Machen Professor of Apologetics and 
Systematic Theology at Westminster Seminary California and the author of 
numerous books, including Christless Christianity: The Alternative Gospel of 
the American Church. He is the president of White Horse Inn and the editor-
in-chief of Modern Reformation magazine. 

Kim Riddlebarger is pastor of Christ Reformed Church in Anaheim, 
California. He has taught at Simon Greenleaf University, Concordia 
University, and Westminster Seminary California. Among his publications are 
A Case for Amillennialism: Understanding the End Times and The Man of Sin. 

Rod Rosenbladt is professor of theology at Concordia University in Irvine, 
California, and an ordained minister in the Lutheran Church. He has 
contributed to several books, including Christianity for the Tough Minded, The 
Agony of Deceit, and Christ the Lord. 
	   	  



	  

 

H O M E  T O  A  M A G A Z I N E  

	  

	  
 
Since 1992, Modern 
Reformation has helped 
answer readers’ questions 
about God, this world, and their 
lives in it. The magazine is 
more than reviews, features, 
and interviews from voices 
across denominations. It’s a 
gathering place for those who 
long to see a new reformation 
sweep through American 
Christianity. 

	  

	  

”THIS IS THE MAGAZINE  
I READ COVER TO COVER.” 

	  

— R.C. Sproul 
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“We each need to know our own unique design, which is God’s 
design for us” (Os Guiness, The Call [Thomas Nelson, 2003], 
p. 47). 

Facebook profiles. Twitter tweets. Instagram postings. 
Cosmetic surgery. Sex-change operations. With enough time 
and money, people can create a highly customized, self-defined 
image for themselves in today’s technologically advanced 
society. Increasingly, people are looking within themselves for 
true identity and then projecting those subjective feelings 
through social media outlets and physical reconstruction. 

Is all this self-marketing and self-designing actually producing 
happiness and contentment, or are people becoming more self-
absorbed, more anxious, and more confused than ever before? 

How do you know who you are? What defines you as a person? 
Is it your gender, your physical appearance, your personality, or 
your intelligence? Perhaps, your identity is found in your 
feelings, beliefs, pursuits, and accomplishments. Who has the 
final say regarding your identity? 

While many men and women wish they had a choice in 
determining their hair color, eye color, birthplace, parents, 
personality traits, gender, intelligence, and/or socioeconomic 
status when born, the fact is that people cannot choose any of 
the above attributes for themselves, either at conception, while 
in their mother’s womb, or upon their birth. 

There has been of lot of debate over whether a person’s identity 
is the result of nature, nurture, or both. More than ever before, 
society is pushing long held boundaries by attempting to alter 
natural born characteristics of all kinds, including gender. 
While DNA determines physical characteristics at conception, 
from where or whom did DNA originate? 

Yet, there is great news amongst all the confusion about 
identity in the world today: we are not in charge of ourselves, 
and that’s a good thing! 

The Bible has all the answers to the above questions. God’s 
word tells us that we are not our own. We cannot invent 
ourselves. First, God designed us: 

 

“ W h o  G e ts  to  D e te r m in e  
W h o  I  A m ? ”  

“Unmoored from both nature 
and Scripture, the human 
family seems incapable of 

identifying who they are or why 
they exist. . . . Our refusal to 

bow to God’s will sets us up for 
the ultimate betrayal, as old as 

humanity itself. The shifty 
serpent said to Adam and Eve 

that they could be like God; 
their bold and treasonous grasp 

of freedom, however, led to 
chains they could not even 
begin to understand. The 

confusion and desperation that 
mark our age are rooted in this 

fateful choice of our first 
parents. Like them, we have 

sought to determine our own 
existence, to identify ourselves, 

to choose for ourselves. The 
result is slavery and death” 

(Eric Landry, “Letter from the 
Editor” Modern Reformation, 

Sept/Oct 2015). 
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So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them. (Gen. 1:27 ESV) 

Second, God created us for his glory, not ours: 

For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. (Col. 1:16) 

If people are created in God’s image, why do they deny him and 
do harm to fellow humans as well as themselves? Subjective 
feelings do describe people, but not in a good way. Self-focused 
desires point to the problem we all have inside of us: indwelling 
sin. Yet, the Christian has a glorious new identity in Christ: 

First, those of us united by faith to Christ are 
no longer defined by sin, whether sins of the 
past, struggles with sin in the present, or sin 
battles we will face in the future. Our former 
sin-based identity was crucified with Christ, 
and we have been raised with him to 
“newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). 

Second, by virtue of our union with Christ, 
our calling has been clearly defined. We have 
been called by God “according to his 
purpose,” which primarily is to conform us to 
the image of his Son (Rom. 8:29).  

Third, the future of those in Christ has 
already been established. We are destined for 
a glorious, unending future in the new 
heavens and the new earth, where we will 
enjoy unhindered fellowship with God. At 
that time, “death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed 
away” (Rev. 21:4). (Lydia Brownback, “How 
Does God See Me?”) 

How should Christians then live in light of their new identity? 
As Anglican minister Sam Allberry states, we are “most being 

 

R e lig io n  a n d  L ib e r ty  
A m e r ic a n - s t y le  

“The Americans combine the 
notions of religion and liberty 

so intimately in their minds 
that it is impossible to make 

them conceive of one without 
the other” (Alexis De 

Tocqueville, Democracy in 
America [Wordsworth 

Editions, Ltd., 1999], p. 114). 

 
 

 

 

S till  M e  and N e w  in  C h r is t  

“God’s goal is not for us all to 
end up looking, sounding, and 

being the same. Do you see how 
we confuse ‘sameness’ with 

godliness? ‘Christ lives in 
me.’ God’s goal for you and me 

is not our death but our life. Yet 
that life can now, in light of sin, 
be understood and experienced 

only as we are united to the 
risen Christ. He makes us alive 
and glorious. When the Spirit 

enters my life, I am still me. Yet 
I am not ‘me,’ for I am new in 

Christ. And there is the 
tension” (Kelly M. Kapic, 

“Where Does Authority Come 
From? A Conversation with a 
Theologian, a Biologist, and a 

Sociologist”). 
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true to ourselves when we pursue holiness.” Furthermore, as 
chosen, redeemed, justified, adopted, and renewed, believers 
are salt and light to a thirsty and dark world (Matt. 5:13–16). 

In the study kit “Who Am I?” we will explore why individuals 
should not allow the world to brand them. Instead, people need 
to understand 1) who God has designed them to be and 2) how 
redemption affects not only a person’s status before God but 
also the way believers live as new creatures in Christ (2 Cor. 
5:17). 

This study is divided into six lessons: Lesson 1 explores the 
marketing forces that are not only branding people but also 
seeking to determine church culture; Lesson 2 focuses on 
prevailing cultural influences upon generational identity; in 
Lessons 3 and 4 Michael Horton and Sam Allberry discuss 
same-sex attraction; and Lesson 5 addresses the contemporary 
assertion that feelings and self-perceptions define a person’s 
identity. In Lesson 6, the WHI panelists explain what it means 
for those who belong to Christ to not be their own (1 Cor. 6:19–
20). 

Please Note: The leader of this study has received all of the 
broadcasts and written resources listed at the end of each 
lesson and will provide you with any additional resources that 
have not been assigned for a given lesson upon request. 

OVERVIEW OF EACH STUDY LESSON 
Each lesson has been designed with the same format and 
methodology to provide consistency and familiarity. On the 
right-hand side of each lesson are “IDEA” boxes. These help 
guide the leaders and group in their preparation for the study. 

Each lesson should take about 45 to 60 minutes, depending on 
the amount of time spent answering the questions and 
discussing the material. 

Each lesson is structured around the acronym “IDEA”: 

INTRODUCTION: This provides the “big idea” of the lesson 
and the major theme that the group will explore. 

DISCUSSION: A statement or question that serves as an 
“icebreaker” to get the discussion moving. 

 

Self-Shepherding 

“For if anything about 
evangelicalism remains constant, 
it is the emphasis on autonomy. 

We get this word from the 
combination of two Greek 

words, autos (self) and nomos 
(law). Autonomy is ‘self law’—

self-determination, self-
governance, the capacity to 

decide and act for oneself. And 
these are precisely the attributes 

of American evangelical 
autonomos, which sets up 
individuals as laws unto 

themselves: freed of subjection 
to authority, unwilling to be 
bound to dependence on a 

shepherd. In fact, it appears that 
the preponderance of 

evangelicals is actively seeking 
to remain stray sheep, with every 

sheep a shepherd to himself 
(Andrew DeLoach, “The Good 

Shepherd and the Death of 
Autonomy”). 



ABOUT 
THIS STUDY 

Page 11 

	  
GROUP 

EXPLANATION: Points that serve to teach or facilitate further 
reflection/discussion about the major theme or idea of the 
lesson. 

APPLICATION: Questions that serve to draw the participants 
into an understanding of how these truths serve to further 
their discipleship and Christian life. 

All BLUE sidebars in this study kit are for additional reflection 
and may be discussed during the study time or considered 
individually by members on their own. 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
If your appetite to study and interpret Scripture is increased by 
this study with White Horse Inn, please take advantage of some 
of the resources we recommend here for your personal 
reflection. 

BRAND ME 

o Branded Nation: The Marketing of Megachurch, 
College Inc., and Museumworld by James B. Twitchell 

o Coercion: Why We Listen to What "They" Say by 
Douglas Rushkoff 

o Ordinary: Sustainable Faith in a Radical, Restless 
World by Michael Horton 

GENERATION ME 

o Generation Me - Revised and Updated: Why Today's 
Young Americans Are More Confident, Assertive, 
Entitled—and More Miserable Than Ever Before by 
Jean M. Twenge 

o The Narcissism Epidemic: Living in the Age of 
Entitlement by Jean M. Twenge and W. Keith 
Campbell 

o Souls in Transition: The Religious and Spiritual Lives 
of Emerging Adults by Christian Smith and Patricia 
Snell 

SAME-SEX ATTRACTION (PARTS 1 & 2) 

o Is God Anti-Gay? (Questions Christians Ask) by Sam 
Allberry 

 

 How Do We Find Ourselves? 

“Ancient Gnosticism 
ransacked the biblical story for 

characters, symbols, and 
vocabulary while turning its 

basic plotline on its head. 
Nature is the creation of the 
evil god who seeks to keep us 

under his thumb, in bondage to 
his law. Christ (to be 

distinguished from the human 
Jesus) is the cosmic Redeemer-

spirit who leads us through 
educative enlightenment back 

to the divine One.  

Of course, this is the opposite of 
the biblical drama of a good 
creation, fallen into sin by 

willful human disobedience 
and redeemed in all of its 

materiality by the Son 
assuming our humanity, 

bearing our curse, and being 
raised for our justification. The 
new birth in Gnosticism is the 
release of the inner divine self 
from nature; the new birth in 
the Bible is release of nature 

from the guilt and bondage of 
sin” (Michael S. Horton, 

“Caitlyn Jenner and American 
Religion”). 
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o The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert by Rosaria 
Champagne Butterfield 

o What Does the Bible Really Teach about 
Homosexuality? By Kevin DeYoung 

YOU ARE WHAT YOU FEEL? 

o Calvin on the Christian Life: Glorifying and Enjoying 
God Forever (Theologians on the Christian Life) by 
Michael Horton 

o Christianity and Liberalism by J. Gresham Machen 
o In the Face of God: The Dangers and Delights of 

Spiritual Intimacy by Michael Horton  

YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN 

o Chosen by God by R. C. Sproul 
o The Christian View of Man by J. Gresham Machen 
o Putting Amazing Back into Grace: Embracing the 

Heart of the Gospel by Michael Horton 
 

 

P a r tic u la r ity  is  G o d ’s  I d e a  

“The Father of life created each 
of us in our particularity, and 
he delights in his creation. We 

are not trying to run from 
ourselves here; we are trying to 

be freed from the 
entanglements of sin that so 
ruin and deform his image in 
us” (Kelly M. Kapic, “Where 

Does Authority Come From?”). 

 

 

M a r k e t V a lu e s  v s .  
Christian Values 

Buying /Consuming vs. 
Believing /Obeying 

Felt needs vs. Real needs 

 Eros (love of pleasure) vs. 
Agape (unselfish love) 

Momentary experience vs. 
Lifelong discipleship 

 Customer is king vs. 
Sovereignty of God 

“You owe it to yourself...” vs. 
Focus on God & neighbor 

 What works (pragmatism) vs. 
What is true 

— Shane Rosenthal (For more 
comparisons, see complete 

chart in Resources, Lesson 1:1.) 
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Please print out the chart 
“Market vs. Christian Values 

Contrasted” by Shane 
Rosenthal and read “How 

Stores Manipulate Your Senses 
So You Spend More Money” by 

Thorin Klosowski in 
preparation for this lesson. 

O p tio n a l  r e a d in g  in c lu d e d  
w ith  th is  le s s o n : “The Good 

Shepherd and the Death of 
Autonomy” by Andrew 

DeLoach and “The Quest for 
the Next Big Thing” by 

Carl Trueman 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 
“Always remember that you are unique. Just like everybody else” 
(Despair.com). 

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 
be called children of God; and so we are” (1 John 3:1). 

If everyone is unique, how is anyone unique? Everyone wants 
to feel special, and Madison Avenue plays right into those 
yearnings. While it may seem like people have more 
opportunity than ever to choose their identities, is that a good 
thing? Who actually determines our identity, and what are the 
resulting ramifications? 

In this lesson, guest panelist Jeff Mallinson joins hosts 
Michael Horton and Kim Riddlebarger to discuss the 
increasingly prevalent belief that people are in charge of 
themselves. 

If identity is self-determined, then why not opt for a “new you” 
as the need/desire arises? Makeovers today come in various 
forms, encompassing cosmetic, social media, and even gender 
changes (AUDIO 1.1 [2:08]). 

1. What are some of the ways in which you see people 
trying to determine their identities? 

2. What are some aspects of yourself (such as birth 
traits, birthplace, etc.) that are beyond your control? 

Do organizations such as MTV describe what the youth culture 
is like, or are they actually influencing the identity of the youth 
culture? In AUDIO 1.2 [2:32] the WHI panelists discuss how 
many people try hard to be individualistic but still wind up 
conforming to societal trends at the end of the day. 

1. Discuss ways in which the culture creates a desired 
image and then supplies the products (for a price, of 
course) that are supposed to meet those needs. 

2. Name some brands that promote uniqueness and 
individuality. How do they actually produce 
“authenticity in a box”? 



LESSON 1 
	  

Page 14 

Brand Me 

	  
GROUP 

 
DISCUSSION 
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world” 
(1 John 2:15–16). 

In AUDIO 1.3 [2:01] Dr. Horton shares an extended quote from 
columnist and author Rachel Held Evans regarding current 
attempts to lure millennials to attend church with moving 
entertainment and clever marketing strategies. 

1. Do people need a “better produced” Christianity so 
they will be more open to the gospel? Why or why not? 

2. How do these branding strategies make Christian 
conversion a man-centered activity? Where is the role 
of the Holy Spirit in this kind of marketing? 

In AUDIO 1.4 [2:18] the WHI panelists discuss the 
effectiveness of altering church services and community life in 
order to cater to perceived needs in contemporary culture. 

1. Why is it important for local churches to be consistent 
in their ministry of the Word and Sacrament? 

2. What can be unsettling about a church that is always 
changing to fit the culture? 

Does a tension still exist between mainstream and popular 
culture, or are they actually the same thing now? Today, many 
churches establish youth programs that are edgy in an attempt 
to attract young people who view church as stodgy and archaic 
(AUDIO 1.5 [2:37]). 

1. What is ironic about the marketing of a “subversive 
sneaker”? 

2. What does Dr. Mallinson mean by “manufactured 
subversion”? In what ways do you see churches trying 
to be “cool”? Do churches need to do this? Why or why 
not? 

3. How might the quest for relevance distract churches 
from the need to teach what is true and what is false? 

 

Do Christians Want Concert-
Style Church Services? 

It’s not just secular television 
channels that are defining 

people: many churches today 
are also actively branding 

Christians. 

Think about the kinds of 
sermons and types of music you 
hear at your church. Are church 

leaders today meeting felt 
needs with trendy services and 
programs, or are they actually 

determining the image they 
think Christians should have? 

 

Is Pop-Culture More 
Important Than Doctrine? 

Pastors shouldn’t expect 
Christians to value the historic 
church creeds and confessions 
when these important and vital 

church documents are 
minimized or completely 

absent from local church life. 

Ironically, a focus on pop 
culture along with a de-

emphasis on sound doctrine 
can actually lead Christians to 
believe contemporary cultural 

trends are more important than 
the claims of Christ. 

 



LESSON 1 
	  

Page 15 

Brand Me 

	  
GROUP 

 
EXPLANATION 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you” (John 15:16). 

Jesus told his disciples that he chose them, not the other way 
around. God has also chosen a believer’s brothers and sisters in 
Christ as well the ministry of Word and Sacrament found in 
the local church. 

Many of the mega-churches in the last few decades have drawn 
attendees from smaller churches nearby by offering 
entertaining services with lots of consumer-oriented 
programs. Dazzling productions are not the invention of the 
big-box churches; they have been around since Charles 
Finney’s excitement-inducing revivals in the nineteenth 
century (AUDIO 1.6 [1:48]). 

1. What is problematic about manipulating people to 
make a decision at an altar call? 

2. Do you know people who “asked Jesus into their 
heart” at an exciting crusade, emotionally charged 
church service, or entertaining Christian camp but are 
now no longer attending church? Why do you think 
these once confessing Christians didn’t continue in 
their commitment to Christ? 

Christians in the United States can be easily duped by 
marketers because of long-held American beliefs regarding the 
sovereign self  (AUDIO 1.7 [2:04]). 

1. How can the principle of democracy potentially foster 
an attitude of self-sovereignty? 

2. Everyone has a relationship with God: it is either one 
of blessing or one of judgement. Why would a belief in 
one’s own autonomy lead a person to think having a 
relationship with God is a choice?

 

Church “Selfies” 

“One always recognizes the 
language of autonomos: ‘God 

spoke to me.’ ‘He laid it on my 
heart.’ ‘You can’t question what 

I feel. I experienced His 
presence!’ All the genetic traits 

of autonomos are there: the Bible 
as guidebook for living; the 

buffet-style theology; the focus 
on personal encounter with God; 
the sermons aimed at discovering 

life at its best; the therapeutic 
cheer. If the practice of ‘church 

shopping’ is not entirely 
compelling evidence, consider 
the increasing frequency with 
which we see churches offer 

service shopping: Find a venue 
to suit your style! The Living 
Room (watch Live from cozy 

couches), Video Café (an 
acoustic unplugged coffeehouse 

setting), or Soul Celebration 
(with spirit-filled Gospel 

worship). These are the isolated 
assemblies of autonomians, 

busily taking selfies in a 
community-obsessed crowd. In 

effect they have said, ‘I prefer to 
do church my own way,’ finding 

that this is eminently ‘more 
flattering’ to the self-esteem” 

(Andrew DeLoach, “The Good 
Shepherd and the Death of 

Autonomy”). 
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APPLICATION 
“But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is 
molded say to its molder, ‘Why have you made me like this?’” 
(Rom. 9:20). 

Does authority even matter if everything is geared toward 
affirmation? In AUDIO 1.8 [1:25] the panelists discuss how the 
role of the father has shifted from being that of an authoritative 
figure to a buddy/friend. 

1. Think about times your father disciplined you for 
disobeying him. Are you glad he did so? Why or why 
not? 

2. How do children learn about God’s authority through 
their relationship with their parents? How does a 
parent’s unchanging love affect the discipline process 
in raising children?  

In the sidebar on this page, David Wells argues that self-
focused and self-generated morals can be labeled as 
therapeutic deism. If truth comes from inside of people, then 
there is no need to look to an outside source for truth (AUDIO 
1.9 [1:20]). 

1. In the audio clip Dr. Riddlebarger states, “If there is no 
truth, anything goes.” What is dangerous about people 
making themselves the sole arbiters of truth? 

2. What potential problems can arise (or real ones you 
have seen) when pastors have no confessional 
standard to follow or denominational rules to which 
they need to adhere? 

People do not need to (nor should they) create an identity for 
themselves, since God has already done it (AUDIO 1.10 [2:19]). 

1. What is wrong and dangerous about dismissing God’s 
revelation in nature and Scripture? Why is an 
autonomous attitude rebellion against God? 

2. What does the law of God tell us about who we are and 
to whom we are accountable? 

3. How does redemption in Christ define believers? 

In Lesson 2: How much does generational culture influence 
identity?

 

S e lf- G e n e r a te d  a n d  
S e lf- F o c u s e d  

Psychological man “is the 
person who is stripped of all 

reference points outside of him 
or herself. There is no moral 
world, no ultimate rights and 

wrongs, and no one to whom he 
or she is accountable. This 

person’s own interior reality is 
all that counts, and it is 

untouched by any obligation to 
community, or understanding 

from the past, or even by the 
intrusions of God from the 

outside. The basis on which 
lives are being built is that 

there is nothing outside the self 
on which they can be built. And 

this self wants only to be 
pleased. It sees no reason to be 

saved. This is therapeutic 
deism, whose morals are self-
focused and self-generated” 
(David F. Wells, God in the 

Whirlwind [Crossway, 
2014], p. 26). 
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RELATED AUDIO RESOURCE INCLUDED: 
1. WHI Audio Broadcast “Brand Me” WHI–1274 

RELATED WRITTEN RESOURCES INCLUDED:  
1. “Market vs. Christian Values Contrasted” Chart by 

Shane Rosenthal  
2. MR Article from Sept/Oct 2015 by Thorin Klosowski 

“How Stores Manipulate Your Senses So You Spend 
More Money” 

3. MR Article from Sept/Oct 2015 by Andrew DeLoach 
“The Good Shepherd and the Death of Autonomy” 

4. MR Article from Mar/Apr 2013 by Carl Trueman “The 
Quest for the Next Big Thing”
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Please read “Where Does 
Authority Come From? A 

Conversation with a 
Theologian, a Biologist, and a 

Sociologist,” featuring Kelly M. 
Kapic, Tim Morris, and        

Matthew S. Vos, and “Deep Sea 
Diving in a Jet Ski Age” by 

Michael S. Horton in 
preparation for this lesson. 

O p tio n a l  r e a d in g  in c lu d e d  
w ith  th is  le s s o n :  “Seekers or 

Tourists? Or the Difference 
Between Pilgrimage and 

Vacation” by Michael S. Horton 
and “We Wish for...an End to 
Generational Segregation in 

the Congregation” by  
Michael J. Glodo 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Boomers, Gen Xers, Millennials. Are there really that many 
differences between the generations since the end of World 
War II? Perhaps surprisingly, trends we see in Millennials 
today actually got their start back in the middle of the 
twentieth century. 

In AUDIO 2.1 [2:02], Michael Horton and guest host Jean 
Twenge, author of Generation Me: Why Today's Young 
Americans Are More Confident, Assertive, Entitled—and More 
Miserable Than Ever Before, discuss the strong connection 
between the prevailing culture and the attitudes of each 
generation. 

1. How can culture “creep under the door” not only in 
nuclear families but also in the local church? 

2. What are some examples of healthy cultural changes 
you have seen? What are some unhealthy changes you 
have observed? 

While there are significant differences between Baby Boomers, 
Generation X, and Millennials, an increased focus on the self 
started with the Baby Boomer generation (AUDIO 2.2 [2:23]). 

1. How can a shift away from in-person communication 
to cyber communication contribute to someone 
feeling more isolated and inwardly focused? 

2. Does the “everyone wins a trophy” mentality really 
make children feel more successful, or does it make 
them expect praise for just showing up? How can this 
outlook contribute to the perception that everyone 
needs to be “above average”? 

  
DISCUSSION 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves” (Phil. 2:3). 
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Older generations emphasized the importance of growing in 
maturity and conforming to societal standards. Beginning with 
the Baby Boomers, the increasing focus on ideas such as 
“everyone is special,” “anything is possible,” and “you have to 
love yourself first” has resulted in the individual taking center 
stage (AUDIO 2.3 [1:34]). 

1. How does promoting self-love contradict Jesus’ 
admonition to those wanting to be his disciples to 
deny themselves, pick up their crosses, and follow 
him? (Matt. 16:24; Luke 9:23). 

2. Many Christians are using the term “brokenness” to 
describe people’s painful experiences. Discuss some 
real-life situations in which Christians can heal from 
hurts and deny themselves for Christ’s sake at the 
same time. 

Many teenagers and young adults who regularly attend church 
or synagogue know very little about their faith and think the 
most important thing is to be happy (AUDIO 2.4 [1:55]). 

1. What are some recent cultural trends that could be 
contributing to an increasing lack of empathy among 
millennials?  

2. Is it enough that something “doesn’t work” for a 
person? Will God be okay with a person who chooses 
to disregard the Bible’s teaching of every human 
being’s accountability to God? Why or why not? 
(Rom. 14:12). 

 
EXPLANATION 
“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

Believing but not belonging? It is commonly thought that 
decreased church attendance doesn’t necessarily mean a 
corresponding decrease in commitment to one’s faith. Yet, not 
only have denominational affiliations decreased in the United 
States, but private spiritual activities such as belief in God and 
prayer are also on the decline (AUDIO 2.5 [2:40]). 

 

M a r k e tin g  S tr a te g ie s  o r  
S u r r e n d e r in g  R ig h ts ? 

Making the gospel trendy and 
appealing is not Paul’s goal 

when he instructs believers on 
how to effectively share the 

gospel. In 1 Corinthians 9:1–23 
Paul exhorts Christians to: 

 Give up their rights (v. 12) 

Be a servant to all (v. 19) 

Stay within the bounds of 
Scripture (v. 21) 

Adapt without sinning (v. 22) 

— Adapted from “Putting 
Contextualization in Its Place” 

(9Marks) 

“For though I am free from all, I 
have made myself a servant to 

all, that I might win more of 
them” (1 Cor. 9: 19). 

 

G o d  W a n ts  Y o u  to  B e  
J o y fu l  and H o ly  

“May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound 

in hope” (Rom. 15:13). 

“But as he who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct” (1 Pet. 1:15). 
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1. Is the trend of “believing but not belonging” a good 
thing? How could “Lone Ranger” Christians develop 
errant doctrines and practices with no oversight? 

2. Why is it not enough to attend just any church? What 
is important about participating in a church that 
adheres to the historic church confessions and 
creeds? (2 Tim. 4:1–5). 

More and more college students are listing their religious 
affiliation as “None.” According to Dr. Twenge, it is unlikely 
many of these people will return to participation in religious 
organizations later in life (AUDIO 2.6 [1:12]).  

1. Think about people you know who were raised in the 
Christian faith but no longer attend church. Discuss 
possible reasons why many people are dropping out of 
church life upon reaching adulthood. 

The push for relevance in churches may actually be playing 
into the narcissism epidemic (AUDIO 2.7 [2:15]). 

1. Should churches employ secular marketing strategies 
to attract people to church and slowly introduce them 
to truths that can be hard to hear? 

2. According to Acts 2:14–41, how does the Holy Spirit 
do his work of regenerating sinners? 

3. What do you think would happen if churches 
challenged the narcissism of contemporary culture 
instead of playing into it? 

 
APPLICATION 
“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends” (John 15:13). 

Shifting views regarding work-life balance are indicative of the 
increasing focus on one’s personal happiness (AUDIO 2.8 
[1:12]). 

1. Do you view work as a way to “make a living” or a 
calling/vocation given to you by God? How do these 
different perspectives affect a person’s motivations in 
his or her work? 

 

T e a c h  t h e  C h ild r e n  W e ll  

Faithful preaching of the Word, 
proper administration of the 
Sacraments, core doctrinal 
instruction, catechesis, and 

thoughtful discipleship at 
young ages are far superior in 
helping children to know and 

understand the Christian faith 
and how to live in Christ than 

fun and exciting church events 
that have no depth of 

instruction. 

T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l’s  c h a r g e  
to  T im o th y :  

“But as for you, continue in 
what you have learned and have 

firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it and how 
from childhood you have been 

acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make 

you wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus” 

(2 Tim. 3:14–15). 
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2. What are some specific vocations (both paid and 
unpaid) that involve self-denial? 

Even though people are focusing more and more on building 
self-esteem, mental health issues are growing among high 
school students (AUDIO 2.9 [1:54]). 

1. Showing gratitude to God for all he has given us is a 
healthy way of celebrating our lives. In what ways can 
Christians display this thankfulness in everyday life? 

2. Taking our minds off our own problems and focusing 
on helping others is a great way to keep trials in 
perspective. What did Jesus have to say about laying 
down our lives for others? (John 15:13). 

3. How can social media sites increase anxiety and 
depression in all ages but especially in young people? 
Discuss some healthy “dos and don’ts” for Christians 
who want to enjoy the benefits of social networking 
websites.  

Next in Lesson 3: Does sexuality define humans? If not, what or 
who does? 

RELATED AUDIO RESOURCE INCLUDED: 
1. WHI Audio Broadcast “Generation Me” WHI–1275 

RELATED WRITTEN RESOURCES INCLUDED: 
1. MR Article from Sept/Oct 2015 featuring Kelly M. 

Kapic, Tim Morris, and Matthew S. Vos “Where Does 
Authority Come From? A Conversation with a 
Theologian, a Biologist, and a Sociologist” 

2. MR Article from May/June 2013 by Michael S. Horton 
“Deep Sea Diving in a Jet Ski Age” 

3. MR Article from July/Aug 2001 by Michael S. Horton 
“Seekers or Tourists? Or the Difference Between 
Pilgrimage and Vacation” 

4. MR Article from Jan/Feb 2000 by Michael J. Glodo 
“We Wish for...an End to Generational Segregation in 
the Congregation”

 

T r u e  L o v e  G o d ’s  W a y  

“Love is patient and kind; love 
does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice at wrongdoing, but 

rejoices with the truth. Love 
bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures 
all things” (1 Cor. 13:4–7). 

 

 

P a u l’s  B r u ta l  H o n e s ty  

The Apostle Paul doesn’t mince 
words when it comes to the 

topic of narcissism: 

“But understand this, that in the 
last days there will come times 
of difficulty. For people will be 
lovers of self, lovers of money, 

proud, arrogant, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, 

ungrateful, unholy, heartless, 
unappeasable, slanderous, 

without self-control, brutal, not 
loving good, treacherous, 

reckless, swollen with conceit, 
lovers of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God, having the 
appearance of godliness, but 

denying its power. Avoid such 
people” (2 Tim. 3:1–5). 
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Please read “Caitlyn Jenner 
and American Religion” by 

Michael S. Horton in 
preparation for this lesson. 

O p tio n a l  r e a d in g  in c lu d e d  
w ith  th is  le s s o n : “Our 

Desires, Our Selves? Michael S. 
Horton Interviews Sam 

Allberry” 

N o te : Your group leader can 
provide you with the full WHI 

broadcast “Same-Sex 
Attraction” WHI-1277 or any 

other WHI full broadcast 
featured in this study kit 

upon request. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
“Sex is God’s idea. It was not our invention but his gift. And it 
was not begrudgingly given, as if God said: ‘Well go on, if you 
h a v e  to.’ No, God gave us a means of reproduction that was not 
just functional but deeply pleasurable. Sex is a sign of his 
goodness” (Sam Allberry, Is God Anti-Gay? [The Good Book 
Company, 2015], p. 15). 

Same-sex attraction is one of the most debated topics in the 
church today. Sam Allberry, pastor and author of Is God Anti-
Gay? joins Michael Horton for this lesson. Rev. Allberry has 
dealt with same-sex attraction since he was a teenager 
(AUDIO 3.1 [1:56]).  

1. How is being gay an identity and lifestyle in the minds 
of many people today? 

2. How does the term “same-sex attraction” effectively 
describe certain feelings without claiming a particular 
identity? Why is this distinction important? 

Could a genetic predisposition to homosexuality indicate that 
same-sex attraction is natural, even healthy? Rev. Allberry 
addresses this argument in AUDIO 3.2 [2:07]. 

1. In Psalm 51 David declares, “Behold, I was brought 
forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me.” Why should Christians expect people to be born 
with sinful propensities? 

2. In light of original sin, why does a genetic 
predisposition to homosexuality not make the 
practice right? (Rom. 5:12). 

3. Why is it important to view human nature according 
to Genesis 3 (man’s fall and corruption) and not just 
Genesis 1 and 2 (man being created good and 
righteous)? 

 

I n  th e  B e g in n in g  

“Adam is created first, and yet 
it is not ‘good’ for him to be 

alone. By himself he is unable 
to fulfill the purposes for which 

God created him. The remedy 
to this is the creation of the 

first woman. In contrast to the 
various animals Adam has just 

named, the woman perfectly 
corresponds to him” (Sam 
Allberry, Is God Anti-Gay? 

p. 16). 
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DISCUSSION 
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:23–24). 

In AUDIO 3.3 [1:07] Dr. Horton and Rev. Allberry discuss why 
homosexual sin should not be separated out from other sins 
mentioned in the Bible. 

1. Why does even one sin make someone the enemy of 
God outside of Christ? (Rom. 6:23). 

2. What are some other specific sins Paul mentions in 1 
Corinthians 6:9–10 that show us our need for 
repentance and faith in Christ for our salvation? 

3. Discuss why homosexuality is just one aspect of the 
condition all people experience, which is sinfulness. 

According to Rev. Allberry, Christians should expect 
everything to be tainted by sin because of Adam’s fall, including 
one’s sexuality (AUDIO 3.4 [2:03]). 

1. Is it possible for all of a believer’s sexual desires to be 
pleasing to Christ? Why should believers struggle 
against giving in to ungodly sexual desires? (Rom. 6). 

2. Do Christians choose to experience certain kinds of 
temptation? How do some temptations come from 
within us while other temptations come from outside 
of us? (James 1:14; Prov. 7). 

3. Discuss how Christians should respond to temptation 
(Ps. 119:11; Luke 22:40; 1 Cor. 10:13; Gal. 5:13; Eph. 
6:10–18). 

 
EXPLANATION 
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” 
(Gal. 2:20). 

 

W h a t a b o u t O p p o s ite - S e x  
A t t r a c t io n ?  

People who experience same-
sex attraction aren’t the only 

ones who struggle with 
unsatisfied longings: 

M a r r ie d  p e o p le  who are 
attracted to opposite-sex 

people who are not their spouse 
also experience feelings of 

physical and emotional desire 
that must be denied according 

to God’s law (Heb. 13:4). 

U n m a r r ie d  p e o p le  who are 
attracted to opposite-sex 

married people must not fulfill 
their longings either. 

U n m a r r ie d  p e o p le  who are 
attracted to opposite-sex 

unmarried people must wait 
until marriage to engage in 

sexual activity and fulfill 
their longings (1 Cor. 7:2). 

While adultery and fornication 
may seem fulfilling at the 

moment, they are not part of 
God’s design for humans. Both 

wreak certain havoc on 
people’s relationships with 

each other and God. 

“Or do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not 

your own, for you were bought 
with a price. So glorify God in 
your body” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). 
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In AUDIO 3.5 [2:46], Dr. Horton and Rev. Allberry discuss the 
problem of reducing someone’s identity to his or her sexual 
desires.  

1. Why shouldn’t people equate their sexual desires with 
their core identity? What are some other important 
aspects of being human? 

2. In what ways have people made sex an idol in 
contemporary culture? How are people viewed who 
abstain from sexual activity? 

3. Why isn’t Christian marriage the goal of the Christian 
life? What is the goal of the Christian life? (Rom. 8:28–
30; Eph. 2:10; Phil. 3:8–10). 

In AUDIO 3.6 [1:37], Dr. Horton and Rev. Allberry explain that, 
while many people go to the biblical passage on Sodom and 
Gomorrah in Genesis 19 to understand God’s stance on 
homosexuality, it is better to start with the first two chapters of 
Genesis regarding God’s stance on marriage. 

4. Why must what the Bible states about homosexuality 
be understood in light of what the Bible says about 
marriage? (Gen. 1:27–28; 2:18–24).  

 
APPLICATION 
“Genesis 1–2 shows us that God is f o r  sex. It also shows us that 
sex is for marriage” (Sam Allberry, Is God Anti-Gay? p. 18). 

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain 
from sexual immorality” (1 Thess. 4:3). 

Pastors who focus on sexual fulfillment as a core aspect of the 
Christian life can produce some unintended results (AUDIO 
3.7 [1:29]). 

1. What is problematic about making sexual activity a 
fundamental part of a fruitful Christian life? What 
message does this kind of thinking send to people who 
are struggling with same-sex attraction as well as 
single heterosexual people who have not found a 
spouse yet? 

 

T h e  B ib le  o n  T e m p t a t io n  

“Let no one say when he is 
tempted, “I am being tempted by 
God,” for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempts 

no one” (James 1:13). 

“No temptation has overtaken 
you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and he will not 

let you be tempted beyond your 
ability, but with the temptation 

he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to 

endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 

T h e  B ib le  o n  T e s t in g  

Reasons why God tests people: 

To show man what is in 
him—God made Abraham 

know his faith (Gen. 22:12), and 
he made Hezekiah discover his 

pride (2 Chron. 32:24–26). 

To show man that it is God 
alone who keeps all from sin 

(preventing grace). Peter 
wrongly thought he could resist 

sin in his own strength 
(Matt. 26:35). 

To show man that it is God 
alone who preserves man in 
trials through his renewing 

grace—The power of Christ 
gave Paul the strength to 

endure his burdensome thorn 
in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:9). 

— Adapted from John Owen, 
Overcoming Sin and 

Temptation (Crossway, 2006), 
pp. 153–154. 
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2. What does the Apostle Paul say about being married 
versus being single? (1 Cor. 7:6–9). 

Sexual feelings, in particular, are privileged in contemporary 
culture (AUDIO 3.8 [1:39]). 

1. Why is what we see inside of ourselves the problem 
and not the solution? What did Jesus say about what 
comes out of the heart of people? (Matt. 15:11; Mark 
7:15). 

2. Why should Christians reject the Gnostic idea that the 
physical body is unimportant? What does the Bible say 
about the resurrection of people’s physical bodies? 
(1 Cor. 15:35– 49). 

Many churches are hesitant to bring up the topic of 
homosexuality. Every human being has inappropriate sexual 
thoughts and desires because of Adam’s fall in the Garden of 
Eden. Yet, many Christians who battle same-sex attraction are 
afraid of being rejected if they share their struggle with fellow 
believers (AUDIO 3.9 [3:36]). 

1. How can Christians show “conviction and kindness” 
when addressing homosexuality or any other sexual 
sin in the church? 

2. Why isn’t any person, including believers, “straight”? 
What are the benefits of good sexual desires according 
to the Bible? (For some examples, see Gen. 1:28; 2:24; 
Song 2:6; 3:10; Eph. 5:25–33.) 

Next in Lesson 4: All believers are new creatures in Christ, no 
longer bound to the habitual sins of the old self. 

RELATED AUDIO RESOURCES INCLUDED: 
1. WHI Audio Broadcast “Same-Sex Attraction” WHI–

1277 Part 1 

RELATED WRITTEN RESOURCES INCLUDED: 
1. MR Article from Sept/Oct 2015 by Michael Horton 

“Caitlyn Jenner and American Religion” 
2. MR Article from Sept/Oct 2015 “Our Desires, Our 

Selves? Michael S. Horton Interviews Sam Allberry” 

 

B a d  O p e n  T a lk  a b o u t S e x  
in  C h u r c h  S e r v ic e s  

One mega-church pastor opens 
a service on stage in bed with 

his wife. 

Another pastor refers to his 
smoking-hot wife during a 

church service. 

When Christian leaders make 
sex a defining part of a 

believer’s identity, they 
shouldn’t be surprised when 

people want that same identity 
in a homosexual relationship 

(adapted from the WHI 
broadcast “Dealing with Same-

Sex Attraction” WHI-1277). 

G o o d  O p e n  T a lk  A b o u t S e x  
in  C h u r c h  S e r v ic e s  

When it comes to talking about 
sexuality in church, the pastor 

must set the example. 
Homosexuality, fornication, 
adultery, pornography, and 
other sexual sins need to be 

addressed as necessary in an 
appropriate manner. One 

sexual sin shouldn’t be singled 
out as wrong while other ones 

are ignored or tolerated. 

Christians need both good 
teaching about God’s purpose 

for sex in creation and wise 
shepherding regarding how to 
live out God’s commandments 

in this present age.  
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Please listen to the WHI 
broadcast “Same-Sex 

Attraction” WHI-1277, Part 2, 
in preparation for this lesson.  

Have your group read “Romans 
7 and the Normal Christian 

Life” by Kim Riddlebarger in 
preparation for this lesson. 

O p tio n a l  r e a d in g  in c lu d e d  
w ith  th is  le s s o n : “Such 

Were Some of You: A Personal 
Account of the Power of the 

Gospel” by Russell Matthews 

 
INTRODUCTION 
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone 
who believes” (Rom. 10:4). 

In this lesson, WHI host Michael Horton and guest Sam 
Allberry, pastor and author of Is God Anti-Gay? continue their 
discussion on the biblical position regarding same-sex 
attraction. 

In the Mosaic covenant, Levitical law required that people who 
practiced homosexuality must be put to death (Lev. 18:22; 
20:13). Dr. Horton and Rev. Allberry analyze different 
perspectives Christians take today regarding Old Testament 
laws that condemned homosexual activity (AUDIO 4.1 [2:26]).  

1. Why shouldn’t Christians return to Levitical laws 
regarding homosexuality? What happened to the 
Levitical law system upon Christ’s death on the cross? 
(Matt. 5:17; Rom. 10:4). 

2. What does the severity of the Old Testament laws 
regarding homosexual activity as well as adultery 
indicate about the seriousness of these sins? (Lev. 
20:10). Why shouldn’t Christians easily dismiss this 
point or view such laws as ludicrous? 

In the first chapter of Romans, the Apostle Paul refers to the 
sin of homosexuality as an obvious example of what is 
characteristic of all fallen people: the overturning of our God-
given design and purpose for our own deviant ways (Rom. 
1:24–27). 

In AUDIO 4.2 [1:50] Dr. Horton and Rev. Allberry explain that, 
because God takes these deviations from his design seriously, 
Christians especially should not view such matters lightly. 

1. In light of God’s design for marriage in Genesis 1 and 
2, why is the practice of homosexuality an 
abomination? (Lev. 20:13). 

2. According to Romans 1, what are other sins people 
commit due to their debased minds? (Rom. 1:28–32). 

 

J e s u s :  T h e  B r e a d  o f  L ife  

“It’s a truth that has become 
especially dear to me as I have 

thought through the issue of 
same-sex attraction. Before I’d 
always read it as just one of the 
things Jesus is. He’s the light; 

he’s the good shepherd; he’s the 
way to the Father. And he’s the 
bread of life. But more recently 
it has begun to hit home not so 
much that Jesus is the bread of 
life, but that Jesus is the bread 

of life. He—and he alone—is the 
one who satisfies” (Sam 

Allberry, Is God Anti-Gay? 
p. 88). 
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DISCUSSION 
“Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves” 
(Rom. 1:24). 

“He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 
will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” 
(Rom. 8:32). 

When Paul references unnatural desires in Romans 1:26–27, 
he is not referring to a person’s subjective feelings; rather, he is 
writing about behavior that goes against nature. In AUDIO 4.3 
[2:27] Dr. Horton and Rev. Allberry discuss how God exercises 
his wrath against sinners. 

1. Why does it make sense that behavior that is deemed 
unnatural according to God’s design for humans 
would seem natural to a sinful person? 

2. Why is it a mercy for God to allow sinners “to play in 
the mud” during this time when people can still repent 
and receive Christ as their savior? (Acts 2:38; Rom. 
1:24–32). 

3. Why do Christians love more what God wants for 
them as they grow more in sanctification? 

In 1 Corinthians 6:9–11, Paul lists various sins of the 
unrighteous. He doesn’t want the Corinthians to be deceived by 
those teaching that a person can habitually practice such 
wrongful deeds and still inherit the kingdom of God. 

Today, we find the same lie being circulated in contemporary 
culture. The Christian’s identity is determined by the gospel, 
not sinful feelings. (AUDIO 4.4 [2:27]). 

1. How is the increasing pressure to accept homosexual 
activity as normal and healthy within the church 
today similar to what Paul was speaking against in his 
letter to the Corinthian church? 

2. Discuss the difference between Christians who fight 
against and hate their sin and Christians who cave 
into sin and state, “This is just who I am, but God will 
forgive me.” 

 

F e e lin g s  A r e  P o w e r fu l  b u t 
G o d  is  M o r e  P o w e r fu l  

Feelings of desire, anger, 
sadness, euphoria, pride, 

selfishness, rejection, 
loneliness, and disappointment 

can seem overwhelming at 
times. Distressed believers can 

take heart from these 
comforting words of the 
apostles Paul and John: 

“No temptation has overtaken 
you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and he will not 

let you be tempted beyond your 
ability, but with the temptation 

he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to 

endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 

“God has said, ‘I will never leave 
you nor forsake you’” (Josh. 1:5; 

Heb. 13:5). 

“For whenever our heart 
condemns us, God is greater 

than our heart, and he knows 
everything” (1 John 3:20). 

“He who is in you is greater than 
he who is in the world” 

(1 John 4:4). 
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3. What kind of behavior should characterize the 
Christian life? (Rom. 5:3–5; 12:2; Gal. 5:22–23; Col. 
3:12–15; 2 Pet. 1:5–8). 

4. What should Christians do when they succumb to 
sinful desires? (Acts 3:19; Jas. 5:16; 1 John 1:8–9). 

 
EXPLANATION 
“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” 
(2 Cor. 3:18). 

Many Christians focus on the act of homosexuality in 
1 Corinthians 6:9–11, but Paul lists other sins that also no 
longer define the believer.  The fact that Paul needed to remind 
the Corinthians of their new identity indicates the Corinthians 
still faced residual temptations to go back to their former sinful 
habits. 

In AUDIO 4.5 [3:00] Rev. Allberry explains that Christians are 
no longer defined by those sins because they are a new creation 
in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). 

1. Why are Christians being most true to themselves 
when they pursue holiness? 

2. Why does sinful behavior go against the grain of a 
believer’s new identity in Christ? Why should 
Christians expect to feel the tug to sin in light of the 
war between the Spirit and the flesh? (Rom. 7:18; 
Gal. 5:17). 

3. Explain why Paul is not addressing the Christian who 
stumbles and repents in this passage.  

Should Christians expect to reach a point where they no longer 
struggle with sin? No, the presence of the battle is joyful 
evidence that the Holy Spirit is at work sanctifying Christians 
(AUDIO 4.6 [1:53]). 

1. What is the almighty battle to which Rev. Allberry 
refers? (Rom. 7:22–25; Gal. 5:16–25; Eph. 6:10–20). 

2. Why should Christians expect progress in 
sanctification? (Phil 2:13; 1 Thess. 4:3–5; 5:23).  

 

W h a t to  D o  W h e n  F a c in g  
A n y  T y p e  o f  S e x u a l  

T e m p t a t io n :  

A s k  God for his help in Christ’s 
name (Matt. 26:41; John 14:13). 

R e a d  the Bible. It is always 
profitable in instructing you in 

every trial (2 Tim. 3:16). 

R e s is t  the devil; don’t give him 
any opportunity (Eph. 4:27; 

James 4:7). 

F le e  from the temptation. 
Distance, both physically and 

emotionally, is a good thing 
when it comes to avoiding sin 

(2 Tim. 2:22). 

D e n y  yourself, take up your 
cross, and follow Christ 

(Matt. 16:24; Mark 8:34). 

S e e k  support from your 
church elders and trusted 

Christian friends and family; 
don’t keep your struggle a 

secret. Believers should “bear 
one another’s burdens” in a safe 

environment (Gal. 6:2). 

P e r s e v e r e  with patience. It 
can take time for feelings to 

diminish, and sometimes 
longings never go away in this 

lifetime (Rom. 7:24–25). 

T r u s t  God since he will not 
allow any temptation to be 

more than you can bear 
(1 Cor. 10:13). 
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3. Why shouldn’t Christians expect temptation to go 
away? Discuss various situations in which 
temptations can be short-term or long-term in nature. 

Does it make any difference if the people participating in a 
homosexual relationship are faithful, committed, and loving to 
each other? 

When Paul condemns an illicit heterosexual relationship 
between a man and his father’s wife in 1 Corinthians 5:1–2, he 
doesn’t take into account how loving or committed the two 
people are to each other. He tells the Corinthian church to 
remove the sexual immorality from among them. 

In AUDIO 4.7 [3:17], Rev. Allberry explains that it is possible to 
demonstrate some form of virtue while sinning, but any virtue 
involved does not justify the sinful act. 

1. Why should Christians resist any attempt to justify 
sinful acts? 

2. Can you think of some real-life examples in which you 
have seen loving behavior alongside sinful actions? 
Did the virtuous behavior remove the sin? What were 
the long-term consequences of these situations? 

 
APPLICATION 
“It is Jesus who satisfies our deepest emotional and spiritual 
needs. He is the prize—for all of us, irrespective of our issues and 
complexities. Anyone who comes to him will find fullness of life. 
The invitation is there for everyone. And so precious is this gift 
that God cannot be truly said to be ‘anti’ anyone to whom this 
wonderful gift is offered” (Sam Allberry, Is God Anti-Gay?  
p. 89). 

In AUDIO 4.8 [1:35], Rev. Allberry addresses why homosexual 
couples visiting a church are no different than anyone else in 
the sense that everyone is a sinner.  

1. Have you known heterosexual couples who were 
living together outside of marriage and attending 
church at the same time? In what way is this situation 

 

A lt h o u g h  L o v e  C o v e r s  
O v e r  a  M u ltitu d e  o f  S in s ,  
I t  D o e s n ’t  J u s tify  T h e m  

In Romans 1 Paul includes 
homosexual activity between 

women as well as men. In 
1 Corinthians 6:9 Paul 
addresses consensual 

relationships between men (see 
sidebar below). How do these 

two passages refute the 
recently touted position that 
Paul was merely opposed to 

exploitative relationships 
between older men and 

younger boys?  
 

 

1  C o r in t h ia n s  6 :9  

In this Bible verse, the Greek 
text uses two specific words to 

describe “men who practice 
homosexuality”:  

The first word malakoi is 
sometimes translated as 

“effeminate” and references 
those who are “passive in a 

same-sex relationship” 
(BDAG).  The second word 
aresenokoitais is generally 

translated as “homosexual” but 
also carries with it the sense of 

"one who assumes the 
dominant role in a same-sex 

activity” (BDAG). 
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the same as that of a homosexual couple attending 
church? 

2. What is a Christian’s responsibility in holding 
accountable fellow believers who are living a lifestyle 
God forbids? 

How can Christians lovingly respond with integrity to a 
wedding invitation from a homosexual couple? (AUDIO 4.9 
[3:06]). 

1. What are some concrete ways Christians can 
maintain their integrity of witness and at the same 
time show love and friendship to people involved in 
homosexual relationships? 

2. Why shouldn’t Christians just give people 
exhortations? (“Do this,” “Don’t do that”). Why is 
understanding God’s design for creation and the new 
identity believers have in Christ essential for knowing 
how to live to God’s glory? 

No matter the struggles in this life, believers can always rest in 
their certain victory because of Christ: 

As a Christian, my desire for sin is met now 
with a desire for holiness. I am a man divided, 
incapable of enjoying sin as much as the 
unregenerate and, as far as my inherent 
righteousness is concerned, not capable of 
being much better than one. . . . Maybe I'll 
have homosexual attractions and desires 
until the day this body dies. But when it does, 
it shall be such a thing in heaven to praise my 
Lord. It is true, I will be without blemish or 
wrinkle. I will be perfect, and my eyes will be 
perfectly fixed on my perfect Jesus who will 
have rendered me thus. None shall accuse me 
any longer, not even I. For my God has placed 
my sin so far from me that it cannot be 
counted against me. He has even taken the 
punishment, so there is no injustice. (“Such 
Were Some of You: A Personal Account of the 
Power of the Gospel”) 

Next in Lesson 5: What are we supposed to think about our 
feelings? 

 

S h o u ld  C h r is tia n s  “ L ik e ”  
F a c e b o o k  P h o to  P o s tin g s  

o f  G a y  C o u p le s ?  

S c e n a r io :  You are good 
friends or related to a gay 
couple. They go on a trip 

together and post photos on 
Facebook. You want to “like” 
your friends’ photos but are 

concerned that doing so would 
appear as though you approve 

of their homosexual 
relationship. 

R e fle c tio n :  Do you have 
unmarried heterosexual 

friends or family who are 
sexually active and travel with 
their partner on vacations? Do 

you “like” their photos? Both 
the heterosexual couple and the 

homosexual couple are 
involved in relationships that 

violate God’s commands. 
What’s the difference in liking 
the photos of the heterosexual 

couple versus those of the 
gay couple? 

It’s one matter to attend the 
wedding of a homosexual 

couple since your presence can 
signify approval of the vows 

being made. It’s another thing 
to celebrate life’s daily joys 

with the people you love.  
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RELATED AUDIO RESOURCES INCLUDED: 
1. WHI Audio Broadcast “Same-Sex Attraction” WHI–

1277 Part 2 

RELATED WRITTEN RESOURCES INCLUDED: 
1. MR Article from July/Aug 2006 by Kim Riddlebarger 

“Romans 7 and the Normal Christian Life” 
2. MR Article from May/June 1995 by Russell Matthews 

“Such Were Some of You: A Personal Account of the 
Power of the Gospel” 
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Please read “Your Own 
Personal Jesus” by Michael S. 

Horton and “A Sentimental 
Journey: Or…Was That Your 

Karma That Ran Over My 
Dogma?” by Shane Rosenthal in 

preparation for this lesson. 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden” (Matt. 5:14). 

Are people what they feel? As objective truth becomes 
increasingly minimized and unvalued in society, it is not 
surprising that subjective experience is taking center stage in 
the lives of many people today. 

In this lesson, guest Jeff Mallinson joins WHI hosts Michael 
Horton and Kim Riddlebarger to discuss the current societal 
trend of defining a person’s identity almost entirely according 
to his or her subjective feelings (AUDIO 5.1 [2:09]). 

1. How often do you hear people discussing whether a 
religion is true? How much focus do you hear on the 
quality of a person’s religious experience? How have 
you seen the focus change from truth to experience in 
your lifetime? 

Does God walk with people and talk with them in a garden...or a 
trail…or a beach? In AUDIO 5.2 [2:26] Dr. Horton explains why 
Christianity is not about a subjective experience but rather an 
objective event in history that occurred to save people from an 
object state of enmity from God. 

1. What are some of the main objective events that are a 
part of Christianity? 

2. What are some subjective experiences that have 
affected you in your Christian walk? (See sidebar on 
p. 34.) 

 
DISCUSSION 
“And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” 
(John 8:32). 

Could many Christians be nervous that the key events of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection as described in the Bible might not 
be true? A person’s feelings are not as easy to challenge as 

 

W h a t I f  R ig h t N o w  I s  A ll  
T h e r e  I s ?  

If there is nothing 
transcendent, if right now is all 
there is, then living for pleasure 
and the avoidance of pain easily 

becomes the reason for living. 
Thus, who is anyone to tell 
other people that whatever 

gives them pleasure is 
immoral? Even Paul seems to 

understand the logic of this 
when he states, “If the dead are 
not raised, let us eat and drink 

for tomorrow we die” 
(1 Cor. 15:32). 
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events that occurred thousands of years ago (AUDIO 5.3 
[1:42]). 

1. Should a personal belief system take precedence over 
historical events? Why or why not? 

2. How does a personal faith system lacking in content 
remove the necessity of learning correct doctrine 
since the only thing that matters is: “It’s true for me”? 

Since the Enlightenment, many Christians have been made to 
feel they are naïve and uninformed if they actually believe the 
historical claims of the Bible. Retreating to a romantic, 
content-less faith seems like a safe option to avoid ridicule 
(AUDIO 5.4 [2:10]). 

1. How do romanticized, emotive hymns take the focus 
off the objective work Jesus has completed for his 
sheep? Why is it inappropriate to view Jesus as a 
boyfriend? 

2. Why is a Christian’s life not better than an 
unbeliever’s life if Jesus wasn’t raised from the dead? 
(1 Cor. 15:13–19). 

3. What is precarious about basing one’s faith and 
subsequent eternal existence on a subjective 
experience? 

 
EXPLANATION 
“T r u t h  c a r r i e s  w i t h  i t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  Truth d e m a n d s  
confrontation; loving confrontation, but confrontation 
nevertheless” (Francis Schaeffer, The Great Evangelical 
Disaster [Crossway, 1984], p. 64). 

Jesus believed in the objective, historical existence of Adam 
and Eve along with all the other content of the Bible (Matt. 
19:4–6; Mark 10:6–9). 

In AUDIO 5.5 [2:20] Dr. Riddlebarger explains why believers 
should trust in Christ alone for salvation because of the 
objective truth of the entirety of God’s Word and not because of 
subjective feelings.  

 

D id  J e s u s  H u r t th e  
P h a r is e e s ’  F e e lin g s ?  

“In our day the last thing one is 
supposed to do is ‘offend’ 

someone over theology. But 
Jesus showed that he wasn't all 
that concerned with the offense 

taken by the Pharisees, 
because, as he says, ‘they are 

blind guides.’ Now, if we were 
to adjust one of these scenes 

from the Scriptures for a 
contemporary audience, it 

would read something like this: 
‘“Jesus, did you know that the 

Pharisees were offended when 
they heard this?” He replied, 

“Gee, I sure didn't mean to do 
that. Hey guys! I love you! 

Won't you invite me into your 
heart and make me Lord of your 
life?”’ It sounds pretty silly, but 

that is the impression many 
people have of Jesus because of 
our preaching. They think that 

religion is fit, as [Dorothy] 
Sayers so eloquently put it, 

merely for ‘pious old ladies.’ 
The Jesus we preach is so kind, 
gentle and loving, it is a wonder 

that he was ever crucified” 
(Shane Rosenthal, “A 

Sentimental Journey: Or…Was 
That Your Karma That Ran 

Over My Dogma?”). 
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1. Is Paul trying to make people feel good in Romans 1? 
What is Paul telling the Romans about the human 
self? (Rom. 1:18–32). 

2. In the audio clip Dr. Riddlebarger states, “The self, 
biblically defined, is sinful. Culturally defined, the self 
is the purest part of us.” Discuss how you see this 
cultural view taking over societal thinking and 
invading churches as well. 

3. Why do sinners need salvation from someone outside 
of themselves? What is the problem with looking to 
our own thoughts and feelings for help? 

Christians should not let non-Christians live in an invented 
world of their own imagination (AUDIO 5.6 [2:34]). 

1. Most people who hold to natural selection also believe 
in caring for weak and vulnerable people. How does 
this seeming incongruity suggest that people have an 
intrinsic sense that all human beings are divine image 
bearers? (Gen. 1:27). 

It’s one thing for people to change the image that they project 
on social media based upon their subjective personal feelings. 
It’s a far more serious decision to have a sex-change operation 
(AUDIO 5.7 [1:58]). 

1. How can the perception that each person is a blank 
slate actually create anxiety? Why can too much 
choice be unsettling? What is reassuring about a sense 
of order? 

2. What is problematic about letting feelings and desires 
drive our decisions? How can feelings and desires 
change? What is comforting about putting our hope in 
God’s objective truth and sovereign will? 

 
APPLICATION 
“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires 
of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and 
the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you 
want to do.” (Gal. 5:16–17). 

 

R e a l- life  S u b je c tiv e  
C h r is t ia n  E x p e r ie n c e s :  

A s e n s e  o f  p e a c e  a n d  
c o m fo r t  knowing God is in 

control of your circumstances 

J o y fu l  fe e lin g s  over having a 
restored relationship with God 

A n x ie t y  because of trials and 
sorrows, but he “shall never 
leave you nor forsake you” 

(Heb. 13:5) 

L a u g h te r  over something 
humorous God has brought into 

your life to uplift your soul 

S o r r o w  because of your sin; 
yet “the sorrow that is 

according to the will of God 
produces a repentance without 

regret, leading to salvation” 
(2 Cor. 7:10–11; 1 John 1:9)  

E n c o u r a g in g  m o m e n ts  in 
which you realize the Holy 

Spirit is sanctifying you, even 
in times of pain and struggle 

S e lf- C o n d e m n a t io n  because 
you fear your sin will separate 

you from God’s love, but 
nothing ever can: “God is 

greater than our heart, and he 
knows everything” 

(Rom. 8:38–39; 1 John 3:20) 

A w e  a n d  w o n d e r  when you 
observe how God has 

orchestrated people and 
circumstances in your life in 
such a way that fills you with 

thankfulness for his loving 
providence 

 



LESSON 5 
You Are What You Feel? 
	  

Page 35 

	  
GROUP 

Having passion is seen as a good thing in American culture 
today, but many human passions are not godly (AUDIO 5.8 
[1:26]). 

1. How much do you hear pastors preaching about not 
gratifying sinful passions nowadays? How much do 
you hear pastors preaching on living passionate lives? 

2. What’s the difference between these two focuses, and 
why does it matter in regard to becoming conformed 
to Christ’s image? 

God’s law is a good thing because it reveals to us our true 
nature (AUDIO 5.9 [1:28]). 

1. What does the law regarding covetousness tell us 
about our inner selves?  (Rom. 7:7). 

2. Why should people not want God to judge them based 
upon their heart? (Jer. 17:9; Mark 7:21–23). 

People who choose to produce their own stories will not be able 
to write in a happy ending before the judgment seat of God. 
People need a real-life savior, not well-meaning feelings or 
self-created identities, to restore them to a right relationship 
with their Creator (AUDIO 5.10 [1:37]). 

1. Should people expect God to go along with their 
autonomous choices? Why or why not? 

2. How does God lovingly bend believers back to his will 
in both their justification and sanctification? (John 
5:24; Rom. 5:1; 6:1–23; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 2:20). 

Next in Lesson 6: Can you make your own customized Christian 
experience? 

RELATED AUDIO RESOURCES INCLUDED: 
1. WHI Audio Broadcast “You Are What You Feel?” 

WHI-1278 

RELATED WRITTEN RESOURCES INCLUDED:  
1. MR Article from May/June 2008 by Michael S. Horton 

“Your Own Personal Jesus” 
2. MR Article from Sept/Oct 1996 by Shane Rosenthal “A 

Sentimental Journey: Or…Was That Your Karma That 
Ran Over My Dogma?” 

 

S o w in g / R e a p in g  &  K a r m a 

Galatians 6:7 states: “Do not be 
deceived: God is not mocked, 
for whatever one s o w s , that 

will he also r e a p .” According to 
the B ib le , God will enact 

perfect justice at the end of this 
age (Rev. 20:11–15).  

According to the principle of 
K a r m a , people will eventually 

be paid back with good or evil in 
future reincarnations for deeds 

done in the past.  
W h a t’s  R e a lly  G o in g  O n ?  

The Bible denies reincarnation: 
“It is appointed for man to die 

once, and after that comes 
judgment” (Heb. 9:27). 

There is reaping and sowing 
here on earth: If people are 

unkind to others, they won’t 
have many friends. If crops 

aren’t watered, they die. 
Yet, the wicked often prosper in 
this age as well (Jer. 12:1). Also, 

bad things happen to nice 
people because of the presence 
of sin and misery in this world 

due to man’s fall (Gen. 3). 
 The good news is that the sad 

circumstances of this fallen 
world don’t have the final say. 

Through “faith in Jesus 
Christ,” believers are justified, 

forgiven, and heirs to eternal 
life: “In the world you will have 

tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world” 

(Rom. 3:22; John 16:33). 
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Please read “How Does God See 
Me?” by Lydia Brownback and 

“The Bondage of the 
Imagination” by Rick Ritchie in 

preparation for this lesson. 

O p tio n a l  r e a d in g  in c lu d e d  
w ith  th is  le s s o n :  “God’s 

Purpose According to Election: 
Paul’s Argument in Romans 9” 

by Steven M. Baugh and 
“Luther on the Freedom and 
the Bondage of the Will” by 

R. Scott Clark 

 
INTRODUCTION 
“And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11). 

Christians have been redeemed from their enslavement to sin 
by the precious blood of Jesus, and along with that redemption 
comes a life of service to Christ. Yet, how does that service 
actually play out? Can believers customize their Christian 
experience according to their own personal preferences, or are 
there fundamental characteristics of belonging to Christ? 

In this lesson, guest panelists Steven Parks and Michael Brown 
join WHI host Michael Horton to discuss what it means to not 
be your own (AUDIO 6.1 [2:21]). 

1. Why are respecting and submitting to God’s authority 
essential aspects of the Christian life? 

2. In what way did Adam “want to sit in the big chair”? 
(Gen. 3:1–6). Give some examples of how people try to 
reinvent themselves today.  

The consumer is king in contemporary culture, and autonomy 
and personal choice are at the helm in many people’s hearts 
(AUDIO 6.2 [1:34]). 

1. Do people have the right to do whatever they want 
with their own bodies? Is there a different standard 
for Christians and non-Christians? Why does God 
have a claim on the lives of both believers and 
unbelievers? 

2. In what ways do you see Christians act like consumers 
when it comes to church and the ways they choose to 
participate in Christian community? 

	  

  

 

T h e  A lm ig h t y  P la y w r ig h t ,  
P r o d u c e r ,  a n d  D ir e c to r   

“Will we surrender our 
pretension to being the 

playwright, producer, and 
director of our own life movie 

and become part of the 
thanksgiving parade of 

liberated captives in the train 
of the Redeeming God?” 

(Michael Horton, The Gospel-
Driven Life [Baker Books, 

2012], p. 26). 
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DISCUSSION 
“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for 
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body” 
(1 Cor. 6:19–20). 

We did not create ourselves. We did not choose our parents, 
eye color, intelligence level, height, body shape, the sound of 
our voice, or the place and day of our birth. Unless we take our 
own lives, we don’t choose the day of our death either. 

In AUDIO 6.3 [2:03] Rev. Brown and Rev. Parks discuss 
people’s resistance to any kind of outside authority that 
threatens their autonomy. 

1. Why do you think there is so much pushback in 
western culture regarding objective truth claims, even 
when it comes to nature? Discuss whether the desire 
to be autonomous is at the root of this pushback. 

2. Is it okay to harm others or even oneself because of a 
personal belief system? Discuss ways you see this 
playing out in the lives of both Christians and non-
Christians today as well as in history (see sidebars on 
this page). 

Tolerance is viewed as being more virtuous than truth in 
today’s culture. The Bible is not true because people believe it. 
The Bible is true because God said it (AUDIO 6.4 [1:54]). 

1. Are people Christians because Jesus is their savior 
and Lord or because they make him their savior and 
Lord? What’s the difference? 

2. Why is the right to have one’s own private belief more 
fundamental today than adhering to truth? What is at 
the root of that kind of thinking? 

 
EXPLANATION 
“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, ‘If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

 

W h a t a b o u t th e  C r u s a d e s ? 

Sadly, since Jesus’ ascension 
people have taken holy war 

commands meant only for the 
nation of Israel within the 
Mosaic covenant and used 

them to justify acts of violence 
against those holding to 
different belief systems. 

With a better understanding of 
covenant theology, Christians 

can avoid misapplying 
Scripture meant for a time 

when a true theocracy existed 
(national Israel) to this present 

time between Christ’s 
resurrection and return when 
the new covenant is in effect. 

 

 

A v o id in g  T o u g h  Q u e s tio n s  

Most people would agree it’s 
wrong to behead people 

because they don’t agree with a 
certain belief system, but why 
are people afraid to question 

more commonly held harmful 
personal beliefs such as 
support for abortions or 

thinking people who try hard go 
to heaven? 
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For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it’” (Matt. 16:24–25). 

When objective truth is no longer valued, people’s subjective 
feelings rush in to fill the void. Increasingly, people are holding 
the conviction that their personal belief systems should not be 
challenged in any way. 

According to Rev. Parks, being tolerant doesn’t mean allowing 
someone to have the right to be wrong anymore: it now means 
that a person is not even allowed to think someone is wrong 
(AUDIO 6.5 [2:10]). 

1. Have people ever accused you of being intolerant for 
not agreeing with their personal viewpoint? Why is 
that kind of accusation intolerant of your beliefs? How 
did you feel in that situation? How did you respond? 

2. Why is a reasoned argument more likely to be 
respectful? Why is an emotion-based argument more 
likely to end in angry feelings? 

Who chooses whom? In AUDIO 6.6 [2:32]) Dr. Horton and Rev. 
Brown explain how people are redeemed in Christ.  

1. What is secure about knowing God is in control of not 
only our identity in creation but also our identity in 
redemption? (Rom. 8:31–39). 

2. Why does Christ get to choose the set of ethics by 
which believers live? Why shouldn’t Christians go 
against clear biblical standards? 

While people think they are choosing their own identity, they 
are being influenced by outside factors much more than they 
realize (AUDIO 6.7 [1:54]). 

1. What is ironic about rejecting God to choose one’s 
own identity and then being manipulated by 
marketing forces into specific choices of other 
people’s designs? Give some real-life examples of this 
kind of situation. 

 

W h e n  D id  T o le r a n c e  
B e c o m e  a  D e n ia l  o f  T r u th ?  

In the Harper’s Magazine 
essay, “Hot Air Gods,” Curtis 

White observes that Americans 
have “the capacity to believe in 

everything and anything 
all at once.” 

When believers try to “sell” 
Christianity because of the 

positive subjective experiences 
people will have as Christians, 
they should expect pushback 

when people have negative 
subjective experiences in their 

Christian walk. 

Believers need to focus on the 
objective truth of the gospel 
when sharing their faith so 

people don’t hang their hopes 
on wishes and feelings 

(1 Cor. 15:1–8). 
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You Are Not Your Own 

	  
GROUP 

 
APPLICATION 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will” (Eph. 1:3–5). 

Christians don’t need Madison Avenue to tell them what their 
identity is. God has already told them in his Word. The 
characteristics of believers include being chosen and redeemed 
(AUDIO 6.8 [1:47]). 

1. The doctrine of election is directly opposed to the 
sovereign self. (See Romans 9 and Steven Baugh’s 
essay, “God’s Purpose According to Election” in 
Resources.) What are some gentle ways to explain to 
people why it is good that God is in control? 

2. Did Lydia choose God or did God choose Lydia? 
Explain your answer (Acts 16:14–15). 

Believers are also justified and adopted into God’s family 
(AUDIO 6.9 [2:10]). 

1. Why are believers justified by a legal declaration by 
God based on the finished work of Christ 
accomplished outside of them and not because of 
something God sees inside them? (Rom. 5:10–21). 

2. Do children usually choose who adopts them or does 
someone usually choose the child? What are some of 
the benefits of adoption into God’s family? (Rom. 
8:14–17; Gal. 4:5–7; Eph. 1:3–14). 

People who choose to make their own identity apart from God 
don’t have an objective savior who completed an objective act 
in history to save them from their sins. 

In AUDIO 6.10 [2:22] Dr. Horton concludes by reminding 
Christians that—along with being chosen, redeemed, justified, 
adopted, and renewed—believers also have eternal life with 
their Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 25:46; John 3:16; 5:24–29; 17:3). 

 

“ G o d  T o ld  M e  T o … ” 

Have you ever been pressured 
to do something because people 
told you they got a “word from 
the Lord” or “the Lord spoke to 
me about you”? Have you ever 
felt like God was speaking to 

you about something? 

Many Christians have been 
persuaded to make major life 
decisions regarding marriage, 

financial contributions, family 
size, and various lifestyle 

choices based upon incorrect 
teaching regarding how God 

reveals his will to people. 

How are these subjective 
“revelations” the outcome of 

relying on a feeling-based belief 
system instead of one that 

holds to God’s objective truth in 
his Word? 

 

C h o s e n  
John 15:16 and Eph. 1:11 

R e d e e m e d  
Eph. 1:7 and 1 Pet. 1:18  

J u s tifie d  
Rom. 5:1 and Gal. 2:16 

A d o p t e d  
Rom. 8:29 and Eph. 1:5 

R e n e w e d  
Rom. 12:2 and 2 Cor. 4:16 
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You Are Not Your Own 

	  
GROUP 

1. How does knowing our hope doesn’t rest upon our 
own weak shoulders but instead upon the almighty 
shoulders of Christ help us to rest and not worry? 
(Phil. 4:6–7). 

2. Why should believers take courage to “fight the good 
fight of the faith” because of their identity in Christ? 
(1 Tim. 6:12). 

“And you are Christ's, and Christ is God's” (1 Cor. 3:23). 

RELATED AUDIO RESOURCES INCLUDED: 
1. WHI Audio Broadcast “You Are Not Your Own” WHI-

1276 

RELATED WRITTEN RESOURCES INCLUDED: 
1. MR Article from Sept/Oct 2015 by Lydia Brownback 

“How Does God See Me?” 
2. MR Article from Sept/Oct 2015 by Rick Ritchie “The 

Bondage of the Imagination”  
3. MR Article from Nov/Dec 1998 by Steven M. Baugh 

“God’s Purpose According to Election: Paul’s Argument 
in Romans 9”  

4. MR Article from Jan/Feb 2012 by R. Scott Clark 
“Luther on the Freedom and the Bondage of the Will” 

	  

	  

 

 

 

“ A n d  Y o u  A r e  C h r is t’s ”  

“Who we are and what we are 
called to do is all wrapped up in 

the person of Jesus Christ. 
Christ is the Christian’s 

identity, both now and forever. 
In this world we might be 

lonely and alone, but in Christ, 
we are a vital part of an eternal 
family (Rom. 12:5; Eph. 2:22). 

The world judges and 
condemns us for what we do 
and say, but in Christ we are 
covered by grace (1 Cor. 1:4). 

The deficiencies of our 
humanity weaken us, but in 

Christ we are enriched in every 
way (1 Cor. 1:5). Our 

intellectual limitations might 
hinder us, but Christ has 

become our wisdom (1 Cor. 
1:30). Past sin—no matter how 

grievous—no longer 
characterizes us, because in 
Christ we have redemption 
through his blood and full 

forgiveness (Eph. 1:7). The fear 
of man mars our witness and 

our relationships, but in Christ 
we can draw near to God with 
freedom and confidence (Eph. 

3:12). Our earthbound goals and 
dreams might come crashing 

down, but in Christ all 
disappointments are being 

used by God for our good (Rom. 
8:28). In him, ‘we live and move 

and have our being’ (Acts 
17:28). Christ is the Christian’s 

identity, and it is glorious” 
(Lydia Brownback, “How Does 

God See Me?”). 
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A 
Affirmations of Inerrancy 

Arminianism 

Ascension, The Importance of the 

Assurance of Salvation 

Authority of Christ in Scripture’s 
Authorship 

B 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

Benefits of the Resurrection, The 

Bible, The 

Bible, How to Study the 

C 
Canon, The Authority of 

Canon of Scripture 

Catechism 

Catechesis: Inhibiting Factors Today 

Catholic (Universal) Church, Of the 

Christ in the Old Testament 

Church Discipline 

Church Membership 

Communion of Saints, The 

Corinth 

Covenant 

Covenant and Kingdom 

Covenant of Grace in the Old and New 
Testaments, The 

Covenant, The New 

Covenant, The Old (Mosaic) 

Covenant Theology 

Covenant of Works, The 

Creator/Creature Distinction, The 

Creeds and Confessions 

D 
Doctrine 

Doctrine, The Importance of 

E 
Election 

Enlightenment, The 

Exclusivity of Christ for Salvation 

F 
Faith 

Faith Alone 

True Saving Faith 

Finney on Revival 

G 
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Gnosticism 

Godliness 

Good Works 

Gospel, The Centrality of Preaching the 

Gospel Message, The 

Grace and Mercy of God, The 

H 
Heaven 

Hell 

History and Doctrine 

Holiness of God, The 

I  
Idolatry 

Israel in the Mosaic Period 

J  
Justification 

L  
Law, The 

Law and Gospel 

Law, Natural 

Liberalism 

M 

Marks of the Church, The 

Means of Grace 

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

N 
Narcissism 

O 
Objectivity of Faith, The 

Objective Truth vs. Subjective Truth 

Obligations of Church Members 

Original Sin 

P  
Perfectionism 

Perspicuity of Scripture 

Pragmatism 

Preached Word, The 

Preaching 

R 
Reconciliation 

Redemption 

Repentance 

Resurrected Body, The 

Revelation, General 
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Revelation, Special 

Reverence 

Revivalism 

Rule of Interpretation of Scripture 

S  
Sanctification 

Sanctification, The Work of the Holy Spirit 
in 

Scripture, Attributes of 

Sin 

Sin as Condition 

Sin, A Believer’s Struggle with 

Sola Christo: The Erosion of Christ-
Centered Faith 

Sovereignty of God, The 

Substitutionary Atonement 

Sufficiency of Scripture, The 

T 
Therapeutic Spirituality 

Total Inability 

Trinity, The 

Turning Your Gaze Away from Yourself 

U 
Union with Christ 

W 
Why We Gather for Worship 
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AFFIRMATIONS OF INERRANCY 

WE AFFIRM that Scripture, having been given by divine inspiration, is infallible, so that, far 
from misleading us, it is true and reliable in all the matters it addresses.  
 
WE DENY that it is possible for the Bible to be at the same time infallible and errant in its 
assertions. Infallibility and inerrancy may be distinguished, but not separated.  
 
WE AFFIRM that Scripture in its entirety is inerrant, being free from all falsehood, fraud, or 
deceit.  
 
WE AFFIRM the propriety of using inerrancy as a theological term with reference to the 
complete truthfulness of Scripture. 

(Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy, Articles 11–13, 1978) 

ARMINIANISM 

Arminianism is primarily the theological system inspired by Jacobus Arminius, and by 
extension any similar theological position. Historical Arminianism belongs to seventeenth-
century Holland where it was condemned by the Synod of Dort (1618–19). Its basic, anti-
Calvinist tenets were contained in the "Remonstrance" (1610): 1) predestination is conditioned 
by God's foreknowledge of man's belief; 2) Christ died for all and all can benefit by his 
atonement; 3) although fallen and in need of grace, man cooperates in his regeneration; 4) grace 
is not irresistible; 5) grace can be lost and hence final perseverance is not assured.  
 
In its wider use, designating a theological viewpoint, the term Arminianism applies first of all 
to an emphasis on the freedom to accept grace. 

(Adapted from Encyclopedic Dictionary of Religion, s.v. "Arminianism.") 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ASCENSION 

We must stress the point that it is indeed the ascension towards which the biblical story 
constantly strives, especially in its messianic dimensions, not the resurrection.... Resurrection 
may be a necessary ingredient, since death cuts short our individual journeys, but it is not too 
bold to say that the greater corporate journey documented by the scriptures continually 
presses, from its very outset and at every turn, towards the impossible feat of the ascension. 
 
It is important to remember what is at stake here. If there is no real ascension that took place in 
history, then the church's sacramental acts are devoid of meaning... then the church's 
distinction from the world does indeed reduce to something that is purely ideological or ethical 
or social. If we wish to take the [Lord's Supper] and the church seriously, we must also take the 
ascension seriously. 

(Douglas Farrow, Ascension and Ecclesia, pp. 26–27 and 39)
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ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 

Q .  8 0  C a n  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  b e  i n f a l l i b l y  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  
g r a c e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  p e r s e v e r e  t h e r e i n  u n t o  s a l v a t i o n ?  A. Such as truly believe 
in Christ, and endeavor to walk in all good conscience before him, may, without extraordinary 
revelation, by faith grounded upon the truth of God's promises, and by the Spirit enabling them 
to discern in themselves those graces to which the promises of life are made, and bearing 
witness with their spirits that they are the children of God, be infallibly assured that they are in 
the estate of grace, and shall persevere therein unto salvation.  
 
Q .  8 1  A r e  a l l  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  a t  a l l  t i m e s  a s s u r e d  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  b e i n g  i n  t h e  
e s t a t e  o f  g r a c e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  b e  s a v e d ?  A. Assurance of grace and salvation not 
being of the essence of faith, true believers may wait long before they obtain it; and, after the 
enjoyment thereof, may have it weakened and intermitted, through manifold distempers, sins, 
temptations, and desertions; yet are they never left without such a presence and support of the 
Spirit of God as keeps them from sinking into utter despair. 

(The Westminster Larger Catechism) 

THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST IN SCRIPTURE'S AUTHORSHIP 

Christianity is often called a book-religion. It would be more exact to say that it is a religion 
which has a book. Its foundations are laid in apostles and prophets, upon which its courses are 
built up in the sanctified lives of men; but Christ Jesus alone is its chief cornerstone. He is its 
only basis; he, its only head; and he alone has authority in his Church. But he has chosen to 
found his Church not directly by his own hands, speaking the word of God, say for instance, in 
thunder-tones from heaven; but through the instrumentality of a body of apostles, chosen and 
trained by himself, endowed with gifts and graces from the Holy Ghost, and sent forth into the 
world as his authoritative agents for proclaiming a gospel which he placed within their lips and 
which is none the less his authoritative word, that it is through them that he speaks it. It is 
because the apostles were Christ's representatives, that what they did and said and wrote as 
such, comes to us with divine authority. The authority of the Scriptures thus rests on the 
simple fact that God's authoritative agents in founding the Church gave them as authoritative 
to the Church which they founded. All the authority of the apostles stands behind the 
Scriptures, and all the authority of Christ behind the apostles. The Scriptures are simply the 
law-code which the law-givers of the Church gave it.  
 
If, then, the apostles were appointed by Christ to act for him and in his name and authority in 
founding the Church—and this no one can doubt; and if the apostles gave the Scriptures to the 
Church in prosecution of this commission—and this admits of as little doubt; the whole 
question of the authority of the Scriptures is determined. It will be observed that their authority 
does not rest exactly on apostolic authorship. The point is not that the apostles wrote these 
books (though most of the New Testament books were written by apostles), but that they 
imposed them on the Church as authoritative expositions of its divinely appointed faith and 
practice. 

(B. B. Warfield, "The Authority and Inspiration of the Scriptures,” The Selected Shorter 
Writings of B.B. Warfield Vol. 2, pp. 537–539)
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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

For Paul in 1 Corinthians 12 it is unthinkable that anyone could be a member of the Body of 
Christ, united to Christ by faith and a member of the church whom he redeemed by his death, 
and yet for that person not to have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. "Baptism in Spirit" 
brought about our incorporation into the Body. We were "baptized i n t o  one Body" by the one 
Spirit. It is unthinkable that someone might be a member of the Body, yet not have been 
baptized by the Spirit, for all who are in the Body have entered into the Body through the door of 
Spirit-baptism. 

(Dennis E. Johnson, "The Gift and Gifts of the Holy Spirit,” 
Unpublished, 2005, all rights reserved) 

THE BENEFITS OF THE RESURRECTION 

Q .  4 5  W h a t  b e n e f i t  d o  w e  r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  C h r i s t ?  A. First, by His 
resurrection He has overcome death, that He might make us partakers of the righteousness 
which He has obtained for us by His death. Second, by His power we are also now raised up to a 
new life. Third, the resurrection of Christ is to us a sure pledge of our blessed resurrection. 

(The Heidelberg Catechism) 

Q .  3 8  W h a t  b e n e f i t s  d o  b e l i e v e r s  r e c e i v e  f r o m  C h r i s t  a t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ?  A. At 
the resurrection, believers being raised up in glory, shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted 
in the day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to all eternity. 

(The Westminster Shorter Catechism) 

THE BIBLE 

Biblion, "roll" or "book." More exactly a biblion was a roll of papyrus or byblus, a reed-like plant 
whose inner bark was dried and fashioned into a writing material widely used in the ancient 
world.  
 
The word as we use it today, however, has a far more significant connotation than the 
Greek biblion. While biblion was somewhat neutral—it could be used to designate books of 
magic (Acts 19:19) or a bill of divorcement (Mark 10:4) as well as sacred books—the word 
"Bible" refers to the Book par excellence, the recognized record of divine revelation.  
 
Although this meaning is ecclesiastical in origin, its roots go back into the OT. In Dan. 9:2 
(LXX) ta biblia refers to the prophetic writings.... The expression ta biblia passed into the 
vocabulary of the Western church, and in the thirteenth century the neuter plural came to be 
regarded as a feminine singular; and in this form the term passed into the languages of modern 
Europe. This significant change from plural to singular reflected the growing conception of the 
Bible as one utterance of God rather than a multitude of voices speaking for him. 

(Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, s.v. "Bible.")
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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

The study of the Bible must be done with the recognition that Jesus Christ, His life, death, and 
resurrection, is the key to the understanding of the whole Scripture. In Christ, God's redeeming 
love is preeminently revealed, the testimony to which is the heart of Scriptural revelation. This 
is to say that the Bible alone tells us about a God who loved the world so much that He 
determined to save it through His Son Jesus. We can learn much about God's power and 
greatness by studying the natural world around us because He made it and His glory is reflected 
in it. But God's grace, His saving mercy toward a lost world is revealed to us only in the Holy 
Scriptures. In fact, the knowledge of God as revealed in the Christ of the Scriptures is an 
absolute necessity for the understanding of God as revealed in the natural order. 

(Derke Bergsma, Redemption: The Triumph of God's Great Plan, p. 3) 

THE AUTHORITY OF THE CANON 

We receive all these books, and these only, as holy and canonical, for the regulation, foundation, 
and confirmation of our faith; believing without any doubt all things contained in them, not so 
much because the Church receives and approves them as such, but more especially because the 
Holy Spirit witnesses in our hearts that they are from God, and also because they carry the 
evidence thereof in themselves. For the very blind are able to perceive that the things foretold 
in them are being fulfilled. 

(The Belgic Confession, Article 5) 

CANON OF SCRIPTURE 

Scripture expresses and mediates the authority of God, which means, formally, his right to be 
believed when he speaks and obeyed when he commands; and, materially, the sum total of 
declarations and directives by which he requires us to live. Hence Scripture is called 'canonical' 
(Gk. kanan, a rule, measure, or standard). The use of 'canon' for a list of books that are canonical 
in the defined sense is secondary and derivative. The church has always known, more or less 
clearly, that it did not create a canon by discretionary fiat but received the canon that God 
created for it. The OT canon (i.e. the 39 books of the first-century Palestinian canon, Jesus' 
Bible) came to the church from the hands, as it were, of Christ and the apostles, for whom 
Christianity's credentials presupposed the divine authority of the Jewish Scriptures which the 
Christian facts fulfilled (Matt. 5:17; 26:56; Luke 4:21; 18:31; Acts 3:18; 13:27–33; Rom. 1:2; 16:25–
27; 1 Pet. 1:10–12; 2 Pet. 1:19–21; etc.). 

The NT canon came from the same source, for it was the Holy Spirit whom Christ sent who 
enabled the apostles to speak and write divine truth about Jesus and who all along has brought 
about recognition of apostolic documents containing this truth as canonical. The basis of that 
recognition was and is (a) apostolic authorship or authentication, (b) Christ-honoring 
doctrinal content, in line with the known teaching of other apostles, and (c) continuous 
acknowledgment and spiritually fruitful use of the books within the church from the apostolic 
age on—a consideration that becomes weightier and more compelling with every passing year. 
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The Protestant claim, that the Holy Spirit decisively authenticates the canonical Scriptures by 
causing them to impose themselves on believers as a divine rule for faith and life, should be 
understood in corporate terms as meaning that at no time has the great body of the church 
rejected any book now in the canon, and that divine authority is constantly experienced by the 
faithful when canonical Scripture is read and preached in the congregation. 

(New Dictionary of Theology, s.v. "Scripture.) 

CATECHISM 

Catechism (from the Greek word catechesis) is simply instruction in the basic doctrines of the 
Christian faith. Instead of replacing or supplanting the role of the Bible in Christian education, 
catechism ideally serves as the basis for it. For the practice of catechism, as properly 
understood, is the Christian equivalent of looking at the box top of a jigsaw puzzle before one 
starts to put all of those hundreds of little pieces together. It is very important to look at the big 
picture and have it clearly in mind, so that we do not bog down in details, or get endlessly 
sidetracked by some unimportant or irrelevant issue. The theological categories given to us 
through catechism help us to make sense out of the myriad of details found in the Scriptures 
themselves. Catechism serves as a guide to better understanding Scripture. That being noted, 
however, we need to remind ourselves that Protestants have always argued that creeds, 
confessions and catechisms are authoritative only in so far as they faithfully reflect the 
teaching of Holy Scripture. This means that the use of catechisms, which correctly summarize 
biblical teaching, does not negate or remove the role of Holy Scripture. Instead, these same 
creeds, confessions and catechisms, as summary statements of what the Holy Scriptures 
themselves teach about a particular doctrine, should serve as a kind of springboard to more 
effective Bible study. 

(Kim Riddlebarger, “Fathers, Instruct Your Children: Recovering the Practice of Catechism in 
the Home,” Modern Reformation, March/April 1995) 

CATECHESIS: INHIBITING FACTORS TODAY 

The first and biggest factor that inhibits catechesis, and the hardest to counter or circumvent, 
is the turn away from external authority in Western culture… [L]eading thinkers in the West 
began to see themselves as pioneers of a new, post-Christian era in which the Christian 
heritage of belief might be questioned and critiqued like any other human point of view. This 
was a radical turn from a millennium and a half of acknowledging the truth and authority of 
God’s written Word as set forth in and by the church… 

The second inhibiting factor, a corollary of the first, is resistance to authoritative instruction 
within the Christian community… In children’s and youth work across the board, today’s 
agenda is learning Bible stories rather than being grounded in truths about the Triune God. In 
group Bible studies generally, participants are led to look directly for personal devotional 
applications without first contemplating the writers’ points about the greatness, goals, 
methods, and mystery of God.  
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A final factor inhibiting catechesis emerges here: preoccupation. In most evangelical churches, 
Sunday and weekly programs are already as full as can be reasonably managed. 

(J. I Packer and Gary Parrett, Grounded in the Gospel: Building Believers the Old-Fashioned 
Way, pp. 10–12) 

OF THE CATHOLIC (UNIVERSAL) CHURCH  

We believe and profess one catholic or universal Church, which is a holy congregation of true 
Christian believers, all expecting their salvation in Jesus Christ, being washed by His blood, 
sanctified and sealed by the Holy Spirit.  

This Church has been from the beginning of the world, and will be to the end thereof; which is 
evident from this that Christ is an eternal King, which without subjects He cannot be. And this 
holy Church is preserved or supported by God against the rage of the whole world; though it 
sometimes for a while appears very small, and in the eyes of men to be reduced to nothing; as 
during the perilous reign of Ahab the Lord reserved unto Him seven thousand men who had not 
bowed their knees to Baal.  

Furthermore, this holy Church is not confined, bound, or limited to a certain place or to certain 
persons, but is spread and dispersed over the whole world; and yet is joined and united with 
heart and will, by the power of faith, in one and the same Spirit. 

(The Belgic Confession, Article 27) 

CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Q .  1 9  H o w  d o  w e  c o m e  t o  k n o w  t h a t  C h r i s t  c a m e  t o  m a k e  u s  r i g h t  w i t h  G o d ?  A. 
The holy gospel tells me. God himself began to reveal the gospel already in Paradise; later, he 
proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets, and portrayed it by the sacrifices and other 
ceremonies of the law; finally, he fulfilled it through his own dear Son. 

(The Heidelberg Catechism) 

CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

The Church is in duty bound to guard its holiness by the exercise of proper discipline. The 
purpose of discipline in the Church is twofold. In the first place it seeks to carry into effect the 
law of Christ concerning the admission and exclusion of members; and in the second place it 
aims at promoting the spiritual edification of the members of the Church by securing their 
obedience to the laws of Christ. Both of these aims are subservient to a higher end, the 
maintenance of the holiness of the church of Jesus Christ. If there are diseased members, the 
Church will first of all seek to effect a cure, but if this proves impossible, it will put away the 
diseased member for the protection of the other members. While all the members of the 
Church are in duty bound to warn and admonish the wayward, only the officers of the Church 
can apply Church censures. The latter can deal with private sins only when these are brought to 
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their attention according to the rule given in Matt. 18:15–17, but are in duty bound to deal with 
public sins even when no formal accusation is brought. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Manual of Christian Doctrine, pp.303–304) 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

Church membership and adherence are regulated to the theological and institutional 
understanding of the church. Church membership has both spiritual and legal dimensions.  

On the Protestant view, the church is the communion of saints instituted by the Holy Spirit. 
Church membership, then, is essentially being a part of the communion of saints. It begins with 
the work of the Holy Spirit, who brings one into this fellowship through the preaching of the 
Gospel. Baptism is incorporation into the body of Christ and the people of God. Participation in 
the gifts of the Eucharist (the Lord's Supper) confers fellowship with other church members in 
anticipation of perfected fellowship with God.  

The legal aspect of church membership is connected to the spiritual—it confers both the rights 
and duties of this membership. The rules of the various churches differ on how membership is 
attained and how it ends, as well as how membership rights may be suspended. The rights 
include participation in worship and ministry and voting. Duties include participation in 
worship, rendering diaconal service, and giving financial support. 

(Adapted from The Encyclopedia of Christianity, s.v. "Church Membership.") 

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 

First, that believers, one and all, as members of the Lord Jesus Christ, are partakers with Him 
in all His treasures and gifts; second, that each one must feel himself bound to use his gifts 
readily and cheerfully for the advantage and welfare of other members. 

(The Heidelberg Catechism, Question 55) 

All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by His Spirit, and by faith, have fellowship 
with Him in His grace, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory: and, being united to one 
another in love, they have communion in each other's gifts and graces, and are obliged to the 
performance of such duties, public and private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both in the 
inward and outward man. 

(The Westminster Confession of Faith, XXVI.1) 

CORINTH 

Corinth was located on the isthmus that connects the Peloponnese with the rest of Greece. Not 
only was it ideally situated to control north-south trade, but because the port of Lechaeum lay a 
mile and a half to the north (on the Gulf of Corinth) and Cenchreae (Rom. 16:1) was just over 
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seven miles to the east on the Saronic Gulf, it also provided an indispensable land link between 
east and west.  

The wealthy and ancient city of Corinth was utterly destroyed by the Romans in 146 BC, and its 
citizens were killed or sold into slavery. Rome might ensure that the prohibition against 
rebuilding it was respected. Nevertheless, a century later Julius Caesar founded the city afresh, 
this time as a Roman colony, and from 29 BC on, it served as the seat of a proconsul and the 
capital of the senatorial province of Achaia. The new city was populated by people from various 
parts of the empire, doubtless not a few of them retired soldiers. According to Strabo, many 
were freedmen from Rome, whose status was only a cut above slaves. Jews were certainly 
included in the new citizenry (a broken inscription of uncertain date, with the words 
"Synagogue of the Hebrews," has been discovered, confirming Acts 18:4). Some Greeks were 
also residents of the new Corinth, perhaps large numbers of them; but the Romans dominated 
the scene with their laws, culture, and religion. Much of the empire had been thoroughly 
Hellenized, however, so not only was the lingua franca Greek but doubtless many ties—
religious, philosophical, and cultural—were quickly reestablished with the rest of the Greek 
peninsula. From Asia and Egypt came various mystery cults. Because there was no landed 
aristocracy in the new Corinth, there arose an aristocracy of wealth. Inevitably, the poor were 
correspondingly despised or ignored (see 1 Cor. 11:17–22). 

(D. A. Carson and Douglas Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament, pp.419–420) 

COVENANT 

There are three key points to define Biblical covenants: 

• The covenants we are concerned with in Scripture are God's covenants with his people 
or mankind in general. 

• God is the author and initiator of them. 

• They are divine commitments bound by oath—God's promises or oaths to humans with 
seals and/or signs. 

It is worth mentioning the role that divine covenants play in Scripture. God's purpose in history 
is to govern his kingdom of creation and bring forth his holy kingdom. His covenants, therefore, 
are the way that God administers his kingdom.... God's covenants embody that relationship: 
what God has done for us, as well as our obligations to him. Hence, covenant is not a means to 
an end, but it is the end itself—the communion between God and his people. 

(Adapted from Michael G. Brown and Zach Keele, Sacred Bond, pp. 17–18) 

COVENANT AND KINGDOM 

The kingdom of God is not a generic concept that can simply be applied in any epoch; its 
character is determined in every era of history by the covenant according to which it is 
administered. Some of the biblical covenants are of the suzerainty type: on the basis of the 
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victory of the suzerain (great king), the lesser king pledges entire loyalty, and if he fails to keep 
the stipulations imposed by the suzerain, he will fall under the sanctions of the treaty. It is a "do 
or die" type of covenant. There are other covenants that are more along the lines of a royal 
grant: on the basis of a previous victory, the heirs are simply beneficiaries of an inheritance. 
The covenant with Abraham as "the father of many nations" is clearly such a grant, especially 
as interpreted in the New Testament. In contrast, the Mosaic covenant is dependent on Israel's 
obedience. 

(Adapted from Michael Horton, The Christian Faith:  
A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way, p. 537) 

THE COVENANT OF GRACE IN THE OLD AND NEW 
TESTAMENTS 

Q .  3 4  H o w  w a s  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  g r a c e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  O l d  T e s t a m e n t ?  A. 
The covenant of grace was administered under the Old Testament by promises, prophecies, 
sacrifices, circumcision, the Passover, and other types and ordinances, which did all foresignify 
Christ then to come, and were for that time sufficient to build up the elect in faith in the 
promised Messiah, by whom they then had full remission of sin, and eternal salvation. 

Q .  3 5  H o w  i s  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  g r a c e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t ?  A. 
Under the New Testament, when Christ the substance was exhibited, the same covenant of 
grace was and still is to be administered in the preaching of the Word, and the administration of 
the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper; in which grace and salvation are held forth in 
more fullness, evidence, and efficacy, to all nations. 

Q .  3 6  W h o  i s  t h e  M e d i a t o r  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  g r a c e ?  A. The only Mediator of the 
covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, of one substance 
and equal with the Father, in the fullness of time became man, and so was and continues to be 
God and man, in two entire distinct natures, and one person, forever. 

(The Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 34–36) 

THE NEW COVENANT 

The covenant of grace, as it is revealed in the New Testament, is essentially the same as that 
which governed the relation of Old Testament believers to God. If it is sometimes spoken of as a 
new covenant, this is sufficiently explained by the fact that its administration differs in several 
particulars from that of the Old Testament: 1) It differs in that it is universal, that is, extends to 
all nations; 2) The New Covenant places greater emphasis on the gracious character of the 
covenant. The promise is very much in the foreground. In fact, it is clearly brought out in the 
covenant of grace God freely gives what he demands; 3) The new covenant brings richer 
blessings than the Old Testament dispensation. This is seen in the Word becoming flesh and 
dwelling among men and the Holy Spirit poured out upon the church. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 299–300) 
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THE OLD (MOSAIC) COVENANT 

God’s covenant with Israel on Sinai had terms on which the covenant rested. As long as the 
terms were kept, the covenant lasted. But if the terms were violated, the covenant was broken 
and needed to be renewed or replaced with a new covenant. God was very clear that the 
blessings he promised to Israel were based on Israel’s obedience to his law. God would give 
Israel long and blessed life in the Promised Land if they obeyed, but he would curse them with 
exile if they disobeyed. 

The Old Covenant was temporary and typological of the better and permanent New Covenant 
that was to come. 

(Adapted from Michael G. Brown and Zach Keele, Sacred Bond, pp. 108–109) 

COVENANT THEOLOGY 

Covenant theology is as vast as any systematic theology, touching on all the standard 
theological loci (topics), because it is simply systematic theology focused on the Bible's own 
organizing principle of covenant.... Other theologies display the structure of more parochial 
interests—for example, liberation theology or feminist theologies—but Covenant theology is an 
attempt to capture the theology of the whole of Scripture. 

Covenant, then, is not itself a locus (topic) of our theology like the Trinity, Christology, or 
justification. Rather, covenant is a main organizing principle of our theology and correlates 
with all—or nearly all—the loci. While covenant's most direct impact is in soteriology (the 
doctrine of salvation), it extends far beyond this. For example, the economical doctrine of the 
Trinity is described in classic Covenant theology in terms of an eternal, intra-Trinitarian 
covenant, commonly called the pactum salutis (or, covenant of redemption). The Scriptures 
themselves can be seen as having the form of binding covenant documents (e.g., Rev. 22:18–19). 

(Steven Baugh, “Covenant Theology Illustrated,” Modern Reformation, July/August 2000) 

THE COVENANT OF WORKS 

We can define the covenant of works as God's commitment to give Adam, and his posterity in 
him, eternal life for obedience or eternal death for disobedience. It is the original state into 
which Adam and Eve were created. Being in the image of God, Adam had a righteous and holy 
nature, wherein he was able to earn the reward by his works. 

(Michael G. Brown and Zach Keele, Sacred Bond, p. 45) 

THE CREATOR/CREATURE DISTINCTION 

The theological teaching that God and creation are qualitatively different. This distinction is 
manifested in archetypal vs. ectypal knowledge. Archetypal knowledge is the knowledge that 
only God possesses. It is the original, whereas all else is the copy. Ectypal knowledge is 
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creaturely knowledge that is revealed by God and accommodated to our finite capacities. 
Creaturely knowledge is always imperfect, incomplete, and dependent on God’s perfect and 
complete knowledge. 

(Adapted from Michael Horton, The Christian Faith, pp. 991, 992, and 996) 

CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS 

A creed is a confession of faith; put into concise form, endowed with authority, and intended for 
general use in religious rites, a creed summarizes the essential beliefs of a particular religion. 
According to this definition, there are three Christian creeds: the Apostles', the Nicene, and the 
Athanasian. The Protestant confessions of the Reformation era were intended to restore to the 
church its true image and identity, which, it was widely agreed, had been obscured by the 
abuses of the later Middle Ages. The heart of the Reformation creeds is the rediscovery of the 
Gospel as, in Luther's memorable phrase, "the real treasure of the church." The church, Luther 
held, is the creation of the gospel; it is the word of God in Jesus Christ that makes the church 
the church. Lutheran Confessions: The Book of Concord containing Luther's Large and Small 
Catechisms, the Augsburg Confession, Melanchthon's “Apology for the Augsburg Confession,” 
Luther's Smalcald Articles, Melanchthon's “Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope,” 
and the Formula of Concord. Reformed Confessions: The Westminster Standards containing 
The Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger Catechism, and the Smaller Catechism 
(primarily used in Presbyterian Churches). The Three Forms of Unity containing The Belgic 
Confession of Faith, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of the Synod of Dort (primarily 
used in Reformed Churches). Reformed Baptist Confession: The London Baptist Confession of 
1689. 

(Adapted from The Encyclopedia of Religion s.v. "Creeds.") 

DOCTRINE 

Historical Protestantism . . . maintains that the doctrinal truths embodied in dogmas are either 
contained explicitly in Scripture, or are deduced from it by "good and necessary consequence." 
Dogmas are not mere repetitions of Scripture statements, but careful, albeit human and 
therefore fallible, formulations of doctrines contained in the Word of God. 

(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 21) 

The Christian consciousness not only appropriates the truth, but also feels an irrepressible 
urge to reproduce it and to see it in its grand unity. While the intellect gives guidance and 
direction to this reflection, it is not purely an intellectual activity, but one that is moral and 
emotional as well. The understanding, the will, the affections, in short, the whole person, is 
brought into play. All the faculties of his soul and all the movements of his inner life contribute 
to the final result. Broader still, it is not merely the individual Christian, but rather the Church 
of God as a whole, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that is the subject of this reflective 
activity. 

(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 23) 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF DOCTRINE 

As individual believers and as churches, we are always prone to fall away unless we are brought 
back by the Spirit to the Word. Therefore, we always need a theology grounded in that Word in 
dependence on the Spirit. The study of Christian doctrine is always an indispensable enterprise 
for the faith and practice of the whole church—not only for academics or even pastors, but for 
the whole communion of saints. Everyone who confesses the creed should always be growing in 
his or her understanding of its depth and implications.  

The alternative to this growth in the knowledge and grace of Christ is not pious experience or 
good works but gradual assimilation to the powers of this passing evil age. The biblical drama 
plots our character "in Adam" by our natural birth in this present evil age. Nevertheless, 
"According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Pet. 1:3–5). 
 

(Michael Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way, p. 26) 

That eternal act of God whereby He, in His sovereign good pleasure, and on account of no 
foreseen merit in them, chooses a certain number of people to be the recipients of special grace 
and of eternal salvation in and by Jesus Christ.  

The fact that God chooses some and passes by others does not warrant the charge that He is 
guilty of injustice. If God owed the forgiveness of sin and eternal life to all men, it would be an 
injustice if He saved only a limited number of them. But the sinner has absolutely no right or 
claim on the blessings which flow from divine election. As a matter of fact, he has forfeited 
these blessings. We must admit that God would have been perfectly just if He had not saved any 
(Matt. 20:14, 15; Rom.9:14,15).  

Because our election is "in Christ," we should not search for it in ourselves. Those who cling to 
Christ can be assured that they are among God's elect people. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, pp. 114–115) 

ELECTION 

That eternal act of God whereby He, in His sovereign good pleasure, and on account of no 
foreseen merit in them, chooses a certain number of people to be the recipients of special grace 
and of eternal salvation in and by Jesus Christ.  

The fact that God chooses some and passes by others does not warrant the charge that He is 
guilty of injustice. If God owed the forgiveness of sin and eternal life to all men, it would be an 
injustice if He saved only a limited number of them. But the sinner has absolutely no right or 
claim on the blessings which flow from divine election. As a matter of fact, he has forfeited 
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these blessings. We must admit that God would have been perfectly just if He had not saved any 
(Matt. 20:14, 15; Rom.9:14,15).  

Because our election is "in Christ," we should not search for it in ourselves. Those who cling to 
Christ can be assured that they are among God's elect people. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, pp. 114–115) 

THE ENLIGHTENMENT 

The complex cultural movement of eighteenth-century Europe. The relationship of the 
Enlightenment to religion has been widely misrepresented, largely by a failure to admit fully its 
claims to distance from the Christian world. It was essentially the use of powerful new ideas to 
influence a social situation, to reconstruct an entire culture, to provide intellectual justification 
for the practical efforts of practical men. Yet the lumières, as they called themselves, were 
hardly practical; nor were most of them influential men of affairs. Hume and Gibbon in Britain, 
Lessing and Kant in Germany, and the host of philosophers—Voltaire, Rousseau, Helvetius, 
Holbach, Diderot, d'Alembert, and the rest—mounted an attack that undermined effectively 
both an obsolete socio-political order and the religious attachments by which the old regime 
sought to preserve itself and clothe itself with sacred authority. C.L. Becker's thesis that 
Enlightenment was a derivative, vulgarized statement of traditional Christian values, a 
secularized faith, hope, and charity, is largely discredited as a distortion. Religion, which meant 
Christianity, was essentially and radically challenged by a vigorous, hostile secularism. 
Cassirer is surely mistaken in describing Enlightenment as fundamentally religious. 

(Taken from Encyclopedia Dictionary of Religion, s.v. "Enlightenment.") 

EXCLUSIVITY OF CHRIST FOR SALVATION 

Q .  2 9  W h y  i s  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d  c a l l e d  " J e s u s , "  m e a n i n g  " s a v i o r " ?  A. Because he saves 
us from our sins. Salvation cannot be found in anyone else; it is futile to look for any salvation 
elsewhere. 

Q .  3 0  D o  t h o s e  w h o  l o o k  f o r  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n  a n d  s e c u r i t y  i n  s a i n t s ,  i n  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  o r  e l s e w h e r e  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  o n l y  s a v i o r  J e s u s ?  A. No. Although 
they boast of being his, by their deeds they deny the only savior and deliverer, Jesus. Either 
Jesus is not a perfect savior, or those who in true faith accept this savior have in him all they 
need for their salvation. 

(The Heidelberg Catechism) 

FAITH 

Q .  2 1  W h a t  i s  t r u e  f a i t h ?  A. True faith is not only a certain knowledge whereby I hold for 
truth all that God has revealed to us in His Word; but also a hearty trust, which the Holy Spirit 
works in me by the Gospel, that not only to others, but to me also, forgiveness of sins, 
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everlasting righteousness and salvation are freely given by God, merely of grace, only for the 
sake of Christ's merits. 

(The Heidelberg Catechism) 

The Reformers were unanimous and explicit in teaching that justifying faith does not justify by 
any meritorious or inherent efficacy of its own, but only as the instrument for receiving or 
laying hold on what God has provided in the merits of Christ. They regarded this faith primarily 
as a gift of God and only secondarily as an activity of man in dependence on God. 

(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 497) 

FAITH ALONE 

Q .  6 1  W h y  d o  y o u  s a y  t h a t  b y  f a i t h  a l o n e  y o u  a r e  r i g h t  w i t h  G o d ?  A. It is not 
because of any value my faith has that God is pleased with me. Only Christ's satisfaction, 
righteousness, and holiness make me right with God. And I can receive this righteousness and 
make it mine in no other way than by faith alone. 
 
Q .  6 2  W h y  c a n ' t  t h e  g o o d  w e  d o  m a k e  u s  r i g h t  w i t h  G o d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  h e l p  m a k e  u s  
r i g h t  w i t h  h i m ?  A. Because the righteousness which can pass God's scrutiny must be 
entirely perfect and must in every way measure up to the divine law. Even the very best we do 
in this life is imperfect and stained with sin. 
 
Q .  6 5  I t  i s  b y  f a i t h  a l o n e  t h a t  w e  s h a r e  i n  C h r i s t  a n d  a l l  h i s  b l e s s i n g s :  w h e r e  
t h e n  d o e s  t h a t  f a i t h  c o m e  f r o m ?  A. The Holy Spirit produces it in our hearts by the 
preaching of the holy gospel, and confirms it through our use of the sacraments. 

(The Heidelberg Catechism) 

TRUE SAVING FAITH 

True saving faith is a faith that has its seat in the heart and is roots in the regenerate life. The 
seed of the faith is implanted by God in the heart in regeneration, and it is only after God has 
implanted this seed in the heart that man can actively exercise faith. The conscious exercise of 
it gradually forms a habit, and this becomes a powerful aid in the further exercise of faith. 
When the Bible speaks of this faith it generally, though not always, refers to it as an activity of 
man. It may be defined as a certain conviction, wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, as to the 
truth of the gospel, and a hearty reliance on the promises of God in Christ. 

(Louis Berkhof, Manual of Christian Doctrine, p. 250) 

FINNEY ON REVIVAL 

F i n n e y ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  a  r e v i v a l  i s :  A revival is not a miracle, nor dependent 
on a miracle, in any sense. It is a purely philosophical result of the right use of the constituted 
means—as much so as any other effect produced by the application of means. 
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1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  " N e w  M e a s u r e s "  u s e d  a n d  p r o m o t e d  b y  F i n n e y :  

• Ministers dress like any other man in the pulpit 
• Choirs 
• Instrumental music 
• Preaching without notes 
• Kneeling in prayer 
• Lay prayers 
• Lay exhortation 
• Women's prayer meetings 

 
" N e w  M e a s u r e s "  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  F i n n e y :  

• Anxious meetings 
• Protracted meetings (although Finney does say there can be revival without a 

protracted meeting) 
• "The Anxious Seat" 

(Adapted from Charles G. Finney, Revivals of Religion, Lectures I and XIV) 

GNOSTICISM 

Although the confusion of the Creator with creation characterizes paganism generally, it 
formed the horizon for Greek philosophy. In the second century, a movement arose within 
esoteric Jewish and Christian groups that tried to reinterpret the biblical narrative in a 
basically Greek philosophical framework. Known as Gnosticism, this heresy was decisively 
challenged by Iranaeus (AD 115 - 202), bishop of Lyons. In contrast to the biblical story of a 
good creation, the fall into sin through transgressing the covenant, and redemption through 
Christ's incarnate life, death, and resurrection, the Gnostics sought redemption from an evil 
creation through inner enlightenment (gnosis). Plundering the Bible for its material, Gnostic 
sects offered a radical reinterpretation. The God of creation (Yahweh), represented in the Old 
Testament, becomes the evil deity who imprisons divine souls in bodies, while the serpent in 
the garden sought to liberate Adam and Eve through inner enlightenment. The God of 
redemption (Christ), revealed in the Gnostic "gospels," is an avatar of sorts, leading initiates 
away from their bodily incarceration in history toward their divine destiny. 

(Michael Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way, p. 37). 

GODLINESS 

The manner of life that is centered on God, with special reference to devotion, piety, and 
reverence toward him. It can be defined as the conjunction of an attitude of devotion to God 
and of the consequent right conduct. In the Pastoral Epistles eusebeia denotes a particular 
manner of life and comes close to the OT idea of “the fear of God.” However, it does not focus 
upon the law, but on the individual believer's faith in Christ (1 Tim. 3:16). The secret of the 
godly life is the revelation of God in Jesus Christ; godliness is basically following him in this life 
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(Titus 2:12). It is thus presented as a Christian goal, to be earnestly sought after (1 Tim. 2:2; 4:7–
8), even if it leads to persecution (2 Tim. 3:12). Godliness and sound doctrine are closely related. 
True doctrine is described as being “godly teaching” (1 Tim. 6:3) and “truth that leads to 
godliness” (Titus 1:1), while an appearance of godliness without true Christian content is 
characteristic of evil men (2 Tim. 3:5). It is important to note that godliness is directly 
connected to proper respect for the family (1 Tim. 5:4). Godliness is thus the honoring of God as 
Creator and Redeemer that is born of faith in Jesus Christ and expresses itself in daily living. 
As such, it is a criterion for soundness of doctrine and should characterize all Christians. 

(Adapted from Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, s.v. “Godliness.”) 

GOOD WORKS 

1. Good works are only such as God hath commanded in His holy Word, and not such as, 
without the warrant thereof, are devised by men, out of blind zeal, or upon any pretence of good 
intention. 2. These good works, done in obedience to God's commandments, are the fruits and 
evidences of a true and lively faith: and by them believers manifest their thankfulness, 
strengthen their assurance, edify their brethren, adorn the profession of the gospel, stop the 
mouths of the adversaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship they are, created in Christ 
Jesus thereunto, that, having their fruit unto holiness, they may have the end, eternal life.  
3. Their ability to do good works is not at all of themselves, but wholly from the Spirit of Christ. 
And that they may be enabled thereunto, beside the graces they have already received, there is 
required an actual influence of the same Holy Spirit to work in them to will, and to do, of His 
good pleasure: yet are they not hereupon to grow negligent, as if they were not bound to perform 
any duty unless upon a special motion of the Spirit; but they ought to be diligent in stirring up 
the grace of God that is in them. 

(The Westminster Confession of Faith, chap. 16, Sections 1–3, “Of Good Works”) 

THE CENTRALITY OF PREACHING THE GOSPEL 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news!" But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 
"Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?" So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ (Rom. 10:14–17). 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 
of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 
what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the
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foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men (1 Cor. 
1:18–25). 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and 
are turning to a different gospel—not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble 
you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have 
said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you 
received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6–9). 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry (2 Tim. 4:1–5). 

(Scripture from the English Standard Version) 

THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel (Gen. 3:15). 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 
and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 
all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show 
his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:21–26). 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit (Rom. 8:1–4). 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep (1 Cor. 15:3–6). 

(Scripture from the English Standard Version)
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THE GRACE AND MERCY OF GOD 

T h e  G r a c e  o f  G o d :  In the specific language of Scripture the grace of God is the unmerited 
love of God toward those who have forfeited it, and are by nature under a judgment of 
condemnation. It is the source of all the spiritual blessings that are bestowed upon unworthy 
sinners (Ephesians 1:6–7; 2:7–9; Titus 2:11; 3:4–7). 

T h e  M e r c y  o f  G o d : Another aspect of the love of God is his mercy or tender compassion. It 
is the love of God toward those who are in misery or distress, irrespective of their desires. It 
contemplates man as one who is bearing the consequences of sin, and is therefore in a pitiable 
condition. It is exercised only in harmony with the strictest justice of God, in view of the merits 
of Jesus Christ. 

(Louis Berkhof, Manual of Christian Doctrine, p. 67) 

HEAVEN 

Scripture clearly presents heaven as a place. Christ ascended to heaven, which can only mean 
that he went from one place to another. It is described as the house of our Father with many 
mansions, John 14:1, and this description would hardly fit a condition. Moreover, believers are 
said to be within, while unbelievers are without, Matt. 22:12–13; 25:10–12. Scripture gives us 
reason to believe that the righteous will not only inherit heaven, but the entire new creation, 
Matt. 5:5; Rev. 21:1–3. 

The fullness of this life is enjoyed in communion with God, which is really the essence of 
eternal life, Rev. 21:3. They will see God in Jesus Christ face to face, will find full satisfaction in 
him, will rejoice in him, and will glorify him. We should not think of the joys of heaven, 
however, as exclusively spiritual. There will be something corresponding to the body. There 
will be recognition and social intercourse on an elevated plane. 

(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 737) 

HELL 

Too often discussions of hell go beyond biblical description to alert people to avoid such a 
dreadful place. The problem here is that hell, rather than God, becomes the object of fear. Think 
of Jesus' sober warning: "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). Hell is not 
horrible because of alleged implements of torture or its temperature.  

Whatever the exact nature of this everlasting judgment, it is horrible ultimately for one reason 
only: God is present. This sounds strange to those of us familiar with the definition of hell as 
"separation from God" and heaven as a place for those who have a "personal relationship with 
God." But Scripture nowhere speaks in these terms. Quite the contrary, if we read the Bible 
carefully we conclude that everyone, as a creature made in God's image, has a personal 
relationship with God. Therefore, God is, after the fall, either in the relationship of a judge or a 
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father to his creatures. And God, who is present everywhere at all times, will be present forever 
in hell as the judge. 

(Adapted from Michael Horton, "Is Hell Separation from God?" Modern Reformation, 
May/June 2002, p. 18) 

HISTORY AND DOCTRINE 

From the beginning, the Christian gospel, as indeed the name "gospel" or "good news" implies, 
consisted in an account of something that had happened. And from the beginning, the meaning 
of the happening was set forth; and when the meaning of the happening was set forth, then 
there was Christian doctrine. "Christ died"—that is history; "Christ died for our sins"—that is 
doctrine. Without these two elements, joined in an absolutely indissoluble union, there is no 
Christianity. It is perfectly clear, then, that the first Christian missionaries did not simply come 
forward with an exhortation; they did not say: "Jesus of Nazareth lived a wonderful life of filial 
piety, and we call upon you our hearers to yield yourselves, as we have done, to the spell of that 
life." Certainly that is what modern historians would have expected the first Christian 
missionaries to say, but it must be recognized that as a matter of fact they said nothing of the 
kind.... The great weapon with which the disciples of Jesus set out to conquer the world was not 
a mere comprehension of eternal principles; it was an historical message, an account of 
something that had recently happened; it was the message, "He is risen." The world was to be 
redeemed by the proclamation of this event. And with the event went the meaning of the event; 
and the setting forth of the event with the meaning of the event was doctrine. These two 
elements are always combined in the Christian message. The narration of the facts is history; 
the narration of the facts with the meaning of the facts is doctrine. Such was the Christianity of 
the primitive church. 

(Adapted from J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism [Eerdmans, 1923], pp. 27–29) 

THE HOLINESS OF GOD 

In general terms, holiness underscores the Creator-creature distinction. God is majestic, 
glorious, beyond reproach. In a certain sense, holiness characterizes all of God’s attributes. Yet, 
holiness typically refers in Scripture to God’s ethical purity, which is especially evident against 
the backdrop of human sinfulness. However, because of God’s mercy, God’s holiness not only 
highlights his difference from us; it also includes his movement toward us, binding us to him in 
covenant love. In this way, God makes us holy. Nevertheless, only in Christ can God’s holiness 
be for us a source of delight rather than of fear of judgment. 

Therefore, God’s holiness is a marker not only of God’s distinction from the creation, but also 
God’s driving passion to make the whole earth his holy dwelling. Although God alone is 
essentially holy, he does not keep holiness to himself but spreads his fragrance throughout 
creation. God is holy in his essence; people, places, and things are made holy by God’s energies. 

(Adapted from Michael Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the 
Way, pp. 268–69) 
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IDOLATRY 

From the Christian perspective idolatry may be defined as a worship of a god that man creates 
instead of worshipping the God who created man. Or it is being ultimately concerned with that 
which is not ultimate. In biblical times idolatry was associated with pagan religions and graven 
images. But through its history Christianity has recognized that man's idolatry takes more 
subtle forms. Thus John Wesley could say, “We have set up our idols in our hearts; ... we 
worship ourselves, when we pay that honor to ourselves which is due to God alone. Therefore, 
all pride is idolatry.” 

(A Dictionary of Christian Theology, s.v. "Idolatry.") 

ISRAEL IN THE MOSAIC PERIOD 

After the exodus the people of Israel were not only organized into a nation, but were also 
constituted the Church of God. They were enriched with institutions in which not only family 
devotion or tribal faith but the religion of the nation could find expression. The Church did not 
yet obtain an independent organization, but had its institutional existence in the national life of 
Israel. The particular form which it assumed was that of a Church-State. We cannot say that 
the two coalesced altogether. There were separate civil and religious functionaries and 
institutions within the bounds of the nation. But at the same time the whole nation constituted 
the Church; and the Church was limited to the one nation of Israel, though foreigners could 
enter it by being incorporated into the nation. In this period there was a marked and greater 
clearness in the apprehension of the truth. The worship of God was regulated down to the 
minutest details, was largely ritual and ceremonial, and was centered in one central sanctuary. 

(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 570) 

JUSTIFICATION 

Those whom God effectually calls He also freely justifies, not by infusing righteousness into 
them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting them as righteous, not for 
anything wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake alone. They are not justified 
because God reckons as their righteousness either their faith, their believing, or any other act of 
evangelical obedience. They are justified wholly and solely because God imputes to them 
Christ's righteousness. He imputes to them Christ's active obedience to the whole law and His 
passive obedience in death. They receive Christ's righteousness by faith, and rest on Him. They 
do not possess or produce this faith themselves; it is the gift of God. 

(1689 London Baptist Confession, XI.1) 

THE LAW 

When Paul draws a contrast between the law and the gospel, he is thinking of this aspect of the 
law as the broken law of the covenant of works, which cannot justify, but can only condemn the 
sinner. From the law in this particular sense, both as a means for obtaining eternal life and as a 
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condemning power, believers are set free in Christ, since he became a curse for them and met 
the demands of the covenant of works on their behalf. The law in this particular sense and the 
gospel of free grace are mutually exclusive.  

There is another sense, however, in which the Christian is not free from the law. The law is the 
expression of man's natural obligations to his God. It is pure Antinomianism to maintain that 
Christ kept the law as a rule of life for his people, so that they need not worry about this 
anymore. The law lays claim, and justly so, on the entire life of man in all its aspects, including 
his relation to the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel itself consists of promises and is no law; 
yet there is a demand of the law in connection with the gospel. The law not only demands that 
we accept the gospel and believe in Jesus Christ, but also that we lead a life of gratitude in 
harmony with its requirements. 

(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 737) 

LAW AND GOSPEL 

Now, in order that both doctrines, that of the Law and that of the Gospel, be not mingled and 
confounded with one another, and what belongs to the one may not be ascribed to the other, 
whereby the merit and benefits of Christ are easily obscured and the Gospel is again turned into 
a doctrine of the Law, as has occurred in the Papacy, and thus Christians are deprived of the 
true comfort which they have in the Gospel against the terrors of the Law, and the door is again 
opened in the Church of God to the Papacy, therefore the true and proper distinction between 
the Law and the Gospel must with all diligence be inculcated and preserved, and whatever gives 
occasion for confusion inter legem et evangelium (between the Law and the Gospel), that is, 
whereby the two doctrines, Law and Gospel, may be confounded and mingled into one doctrine, 
should be diligently prevented. It is, therefore, dangerous and wrong to convert the Gospel, 
properly so called, as distinguished from the Law, into a preaching of repentance or reproof [a 
preaching of repentance, reproving sin]. For otherwise, if understood in a general sense of the 
entire doctrine, also the Apology says several times that the Gospel is a preaching of repentance 
and the forgiveness of sins. Meanwhile, however, the Apology also shows that the Gospel is 
properly the promise of the forgiveness of sins and of justification through Christ, but that the 
Law is a doctrine which reproves sins and condemns. 

(Solid Declaration of the Formula of Concord, section 5, Article 27) 

NATURAL LAW 

Natural law refers to the basic moral obligations that God makes known to all people through 
his natural revelation, even apart from Scripture. This law is made manifest in creation itself 
and is perceived through the testimony of conscience. All human beings know this law of God, 
though as sinners they also actively suppress its truth. See, for instance, passages such as 
Romans 1:19–20, 32; 2:14–15. 
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LIBERALISM 

In the sphere of religion, in particular, the present time is a time of conflict; the great 
redemptive religion which has always been known as Christianity is battling against a totally 
diverse type of religious belief, which is only the more destructive of the Christian faith because 
it makes use of traditional Christian terminology. This modern non-redemptive religion is 
called “modernism” or "liberalism." Both names are unsatisfactory; the latter, in particular is 
question-begging. The movement designated as “liberalism” is regarded as “liberal” only by its 
friends; to its opponents it seems to involve a narrow ignoring of many relevant facts. And 
indeed the movement is so various in its manifestations that one may almost despair of finding 
any common name which will apply to all its forms. But manifold as are the forms in which the 
movement appears, the root of the movement is one; the many varieties of modern liberal 
religion are rooted in naturalism—that is, in the denial of any entrance of the creative power of 
God (as distinguished from the ordinary course of nature) in connection with the origin of 
Christianity. 

(J. Gresham Machen, Christianity & Liberalism, p. 2) 

THE MARKS OF THE CHURCH 

There are three marks, or signs, by which the true church may always be known.  1. A profession 
of the true, pure, and rightly understood doctrine of the law and the gospel, which is the same 
thing as the doctrine of the prophets and the apostles.  2. The right and proper use of the 
Sacraments. One of the objects of the Sacraments is to distinguish the true church of God from 
all the various sects and heretics.  3. The profession of obedience to this doctrine, or to the 
ministry. These three things, which are always found in connection with the true church, are 
contained in the declaration of Christ, where he says: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 
28:19). It behooves us to hold fast to these marks for the glory of God, that his enemies may be 
distinguished from his children; and also for our salvation, that we may associate ourselves 
with the true church. 

(Zacharias Ursinus, The Commentary of Dr. Zacharias Ursinus on the 
Heidelberg Catechism, HC 54.3) 

MEANS OF GRACE 

The term "means of grace" is sometimes used in a very general sense to denote whatsoever may 
minister to the spiritual welfare of believers, such as the Church, the preaching of the Word, the 
sacraments, the Sabbath prayer, etc. It is generally employed in a more restricted sense, 
however, as a designation of the Word of God and the sacraments. Strictly speaking, only these 
two can be regarded as means of grace. When we speak of the Word we think very specifically 
of the Word of God as it is contained in Scripture and as it is preached to the Church. It is the 
Word of God's grace, and as such the most important means of grace.  
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The sacraments cannot exist as a means of grace and are not complete without the Word. The 
Word and the sacraments agree in that both have God for their author and Christ as their 
central content, and in their appropriation by faith. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Manual of Christian Doctrine, pp.306, 310) 

MORALISTIC THERAPEUTIC DEISM 

When Christian Smith and his fellow researchers with the National Study of Youth and 
Religion at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill took a close look at the religious 
beliefs held by American teenagers, they found that the faith held and described by most 
adolescents came down to something the researchers identified as "Moralistic Therapeutic 
Deism." As described by Smith and his team, Moralistic Therapeutic Deism consists of beliefs 
like these: (1) "A god exists who created and ordered the world and watches over human life on 
earth”; (2) “God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and 
by most world religions”; (3) “The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about 
oneself”; (4) “God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life except when God is 
needed to resolve a problem”; (5) “Good people go to heaven when they die." That, in sum, is the 
creed to which much adolescent faith can be reduced. After conducting more than 3,000 
interviews with American adolescents, the researchers reported that, when it came to the most 
crucial questions of faith and beliefs, many adolescents responded with a shrug and "whatever." 

(Taken from "Moralistic Therapeutic Deism—the New American Religion" by R. Albert 
Mohler, Jr., published on The Christian Post, April 18, 2005) 

NARCISSISM 

Narcissism describes the character trait of self-love. The word is derived from a Greek myth. 
Narcissus was a handsome Greek youth who rejected the desperate advances of the nymph 
Echo. As punishment, he was doomed to fall in love with his own reflection in a pool of water. 
Unable to consummate his love, Narcissus pined away and changed into the flower that bears 
his name, the narcissus. 

(Taken from Wikipedia, accessed Aug. 28, 2015) 
 

In terms of the self, narcissism refers to any aspect of the complex state of self-esteem, and 
includes such things as overweening pride, arrogance, and sensitivity to insult. A contemporary 
workable definition of narcissism is a cognitive, affective, and motivational preoccupation with 
the self. A relationship can be thought of as narcissistic if the individuality of the other is 
ignored and the focus in one way or another is on the person himself rather than the other 
person. 

(Adapted from Encyclopedia of Psychology s.v. "Narcissism.")
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THE OBJECTIVITY OF FAITH 

To believe in something without first seriously reflecting on it or looking into it is not an act of 
faith, it is an act of foolishness. It is not, as some have held, a virtue to believe something 
without evidence or reason. The person who says, "You just have to have faith," is really just 
proclaiming he has no idea what faith is. The whole point of Christianity is not that we have 
faith—that is no different from any other religion or worldview. If just having faith were the 
goal, all would be saved since everyone believes something. No, faith itself is not the object. In 
fact, what differentiates religions is the object of each faith. The content of faith ultimately is 
what matters. And the content of a faith is what must be investigated and then embraced or 
rejected.  

Paul argued based on facts that could be investigated by anyone who was interested. He 
recognized that if Christianity was true, it must be rooted in facts. Paul saw the contact point in 
the historical, physical, temporal aspects of the life of Jesus. Jesus was a real person who did 
and said certain things in certain places at certain times. Witnesses to Jesus' life and teaching 
could be found and questioned regarding these things.  

Jesus' reality—His historicity—is the foundation of Christianity. Without it, there is no 
Christianity. Paul was so sure of this foundation that he went so far as to point out the most 
vulnerable claim of the Christian faith [in 1 Corinthians 15:12–19].  

If Jesus did not live, do, and say the things claimed by the apostles, then Christianity is false. If 
there is a better explanation for the resurrection, then Christians are simply wasting their time.  

By pointing out this vulnerability, Paul was really pointing out the strength of Christianity. So 
convinced was he of the historicity and verifiability of the resurrection, the event that 
confirmed the claims of Jesus, that he pointed out how to prove it false—almost as a challenge. 
Christian claims can be investigated and tested. This challenge has no parallel in other 
religions. No other sacred text shows how to destroy its own claims.  

The church fathers showed they understood the importance of Jesus' historicity when they 
crafted the Nicene Creed, the universally accepted creed of the church. The creed says, "For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried." Why 
mention Pontius Pilate? What doctrine is based on him? The answer is: none; there is no 
doctrine based on Pilate. He is mentioned to remind us that these were real events happening 
to a real person at a particular point in history. 

(Doug Powell, Holman Quick Source Guide to Christian Apologetics, pp. 11, 16, 18) 

OBJECTIVE TRUTH VS. SUBJECTIVE TRUTH 

“Objective” truth is rooted in the nature of the object under consideration and transcends the 
opinions of any subject considering this object. “Subjective” truth is rooted in the opinions and 
beliefs of the subjects who hold them and vary from person to person.  

(Adapted from J. Warner Wallace, " Objective Truth Is One Thing, But Objective Moral Truth 
Is Another,” www.coldcasehhristianity.com (Feb. 4, 2015), accessed August 28, 2015)
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THE OBLIGATIONS OF CHURCH MEMBERS 

We believe, since this holy assembly and congregation is the assembly of the redeemed and 
there is no salvation outside of it, that no one ought to withdraw from it, content to be by 
himself, no matter what his status or standing may be. But all and everyone are obliged to join it 
and unite with it, maintaining the unity of the church. They must submit themselves to its 
instruction and discipline, bend their necks under the yoke of Jesus Christ, and serve the 
edification of the brothers and sisters, according to the talents which God has given them as 
members of the same body.  

To observe this more effectively, it is the duty of all believers, according to the Word of God, to 
separate from those who do not belong to the church and to join this assembly wherever God 
has established it. They should do so even though the rulers and edicts of princes were against 
it, and death or physical punishment might follow.  

All therefore who draw away from the church or fail to join it act contrary to the ordinance of 
God.  

(The Belgic Confession, Article 28) 

ORIGINAL SIN 

6 . 2  Our first parents, by this sin, fell from their original righteousness and communion with 
God, and we in them whereby death came upon all: all becoming dead in sin, and wholly defiled 
in all the faculties and parts of soul and body. 

6 . 3  They being the root, and by God's appointment, standing in the room and stead of all 
mankind, the guilt of the sin was imputed, and corrupted nature conveyed, to all their posterity 
descending from them by ordinary generation, being now conceived in sin, and by nature 
children of wrath, the servants of sin, the subjects of death, and all other miseries, spiritual, 
temporal, and eternal, unless the Lord Jesus set them free. 

6 . 4  From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made 
opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions. 

(The 1689 London Baptist Confession, chap. 6, Sections 2–4) 

PERFECTIONISM 

One form of legalism is the theory of perfectionism, which holds that believers can live above 
sin. It is taught in various forms by Pelagians, Roman Catholics or Semi-Pelagians, Arminians, 
Wesleyans, some mystical sects, and some of the Oberlin theologians, such as Mahan and 
Finney, and Ritschl. These all agree in maintaining that it is possible for believers in this life to 
attain to a state in which they comply with the requirements of the law under which they now 
live, or under that law as it is adjusted to their present ability and needs, and, consequently, to be 
free from sin.
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 While the Pelagian view assumes that believers can (indeed, must) attain absolute perfection 
of holiness in order to be acceptable to God, the Arminian version of perfectionism taught by 
John Wesley holds that it is possible for believers to live above all known sin. While they may 
still make mistakes, such believers have been made perfect in love. 

(Adapted from Michael Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the 
Way, p. 666) 

PERSPICUITY OF SCRIPTURE 

Over against the position of the Roman Catholic Church, the reformers stressed the 
perspicuity of Scripture. They did not intend to deny that there are mysteries in the Bible which 
transcend human reason, but freely admitted this. Neither did they claim such clarity for 
Scripture that the interpreter can well dispense with scientific exegesis...Moreover, they did 
not even assert that the way of salvation is so clearly revealed in Scripture that every man, 
whether he be enlightened by the Holy Spirit or not, and whether or not he be deeply interested 
in the way of salvation, can easily understand it. Their contention was simply that the 
knowledge necessary unto salvation, though not equally clear on every page of Scripture, is yet 
conveyed to man throughout the Bible in such a simple and comprehensible form that one who 
is earnestly seeking salvation can, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, by reading and 
studying the Bible, easily obtain for himself the necessary knowledge, and does not need the aid 
and guidance of the Church and of a separate priesthood. Naturally, they did not mean to 
minimize the importance of the interpretations of the Church in the preaching of the Word. 
They pointed out that Scripture itself testifies to its perspicuity, where it is declared to be a 
lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our path. The prophets and the apostles, and even Jesus 
Himself, address their messages to all the people and never treat them as minors who are not 
able to understand the truth…Because of its perspicuity, the Bible can even be said to be self-
interpretive. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p.167) 

PRAGMATISM 

Pragmatism is a philosophical tradition founded by three American philosophers: Charles 
Sanders Peirce, William James, and John Dewey. Starting from Alexander Bain's definition of 
belief as a rule or habit of action, Peirce argued that the function of inquiry is not to represent 
reality, but rather to enable us to act more effectively. James and Dewey both wanted to 
reconcile philosophy with Darwin by making human beings' pursuit of the true and the good 
continuous with the activities of the lower animals—cultural evolution with biological 
evolution. All three of the founding pragmatists combined a naturalistic, Darwinian view of 
human beings with a deep distrust of the problems which philosophy had inherited from 
Descartes, Hume, and Kant. They hoped to save philosophy from metaphysical idealism, but 
also to save moral and religious ideals from empiricist or positivist skepticism. Their 
naturalism has been combined with an anti-foundationalist, holistic account of meaning by 
subsequent philosophers of language. 

(Adapted from Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, s.v. "Pragmatism.")
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THE PREACHED WORD 

The true preaching of the Word is the most important mark of the Church. While it is 
independent of the sacraments, these are not independent of it. The true preaching of the Word 
is the great means for maintaining the Church and for enabling her to be the mother of the 
faithful. That this is one of the characteristics of the true Church is evident from such passages 
as John 8:21, 32, 47; 14:23; 1 John 4:1–3; 2 John 9. Ascribing this mark to the Church does not 
mean that the teaching of the Word in a Church must be perfect before it can be regarded as a 
true Church...But there is a limit beyond which a Church cannot go in the misrepresentation or 
denial of the truth, without losing her true character and becoming a false Church. This is what 
happens when fundamental articles of faith are publicly denied, and the doctrine and life are no 
more under the control of the Word of God. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 577) 

PREACHING 

"Preaching is the Ellis Island of God's kingdom, the port of entry for 'strangers and aliens' 
through which we must constantly pass again and again throughout our lives. We come in with 
our own scripts, our own storied selves, and instead of editing them here and there, God 
rewrites them entirely in the light of his own plot....The point is not to find a place for God in our 
story but to receive the good news that God has found a place for us in his. There is a seat for us 
at the table of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, even though we didn't even belong in the same 
neighborhood." 

(Michael Horton, A Better Way: Rediscovering the Drama of God-Centered Worship, p. 78) 

RECONCILIATION 

Atonement is objective. This means that the atonement makes its primary impression on the 
person to whom it is made. If a man does wrong and renders satisfaction, this satisfaction is 
intended to influence the person wronged and not the offending party. In the case under 
consideration it means that the atonement was intended to propitiate God and to reconcile 
Him to the sinner. This is undoubtedly the primary idea, but does not imply that we cannot also 
speak of the sinner’s being reconciled to God. Scripture does this in more than one place, Rom. 
5:10; II Cor. 5:19, 20. But it should be borne in mind that this is not equivalent to saying that the 
sinner is atoned, which would mean that God made amends or reparation, that He rendered 
satisfaction to the sinner. And even when we speak of the sinner as being reconciled, this must 
be understood as something that is secondary. The reconciled God justifies the sinner who 
accepts the reconciliation, and so operates in his heart by the Holy Spirit, that the sinner also 
lays aside his wicked alienation from God, and thus enters into the fruits of the perfect 
atonement of Christ. In other words, the fact that Christ reconciles God to the sinner results in 
a reflex action on the sinner, in virtue of which the sinner may be said to be reconciled to God. 
Since the objective atonement by Christ is an accomplished fact, and it is now the duty of the 
ambassadors of Christ to induce sinners to accept the atonement and to terminate their
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hostility to God, it is no wonder that the secondary and subjective side of the reconciliation is 
somewhat prominent in Scripture. 

(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 373) 

REDEMPTION 

Redemption comes through God’s assumption of our humanity, fulfilling the covenant and 
bearing its sentence in our place, raised from death to the right hand of the Father, from which 
he will return to judge the living and the dead and make all things new. 

(Michael Horton, The Christian Faith, p. 75) 

REPENTANCE 

According to Scripture repentance is wholly an inward act, and should not be confounded with 
the change of life that proceeds from it. Confession of sin and reparation of wrongs are fruits of 
repentance. Repentance is only a negative condition, and not a positive means of salvation. 
While it is the sinner's present duty, it does not offset the claims of the law on account of past 
transgressions. Moreover, true repentance never exists except in conjunction with faith, while 
on the other hand, wherever there is true faith, there is also real repentance. The two are but 
different aspects of the same turning—a turning away from sin in the direction of God. It 
should be borne in mind, however, that faith and repentance cannot be separated; they are 
simply complementary parts of the same process. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 487, emphasis original) 

On the Lutheran side, repentance and the remission of sin are two main “heads of doctrine” and 
comprise the elements of saving faith. Repentance requires a right concept of sin, and true 
conversion adds to this, requires, faith in Christ's priestly work and the forgiveness of sin. The 
source of repentance is the external Word of God and, in the narrow sense, is a work of the law 
creating in the sinner terrors of God's righteous condemnation. The Gospel is then preached to 
the contrite, and announces to him/us/me that solely for the sake of Christ and His vicarious 
atoning death, the sinner is absolved—solely “for Christ's sake.” Repentance is not just a “once-
for-all act” but is part of the daily experience of the Christian. Luther stated, “The whole 
Christian life is one of continual repentance.” Repentance is a “fruit of faith” and flows from a 
love of God as an effect of being converted. 

(Adapted from Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics) 

THE RESURRECTED BODY 

Resurrection is not resuscitation. We are not talking about a body brought back to its former 
life, a body that needs food, can get sick, can age, and must eventually die again. When Jesus 
raised Lazarus from the dead, he did not resurrect him; he resuscitated him. A resurrected 
state, however, is a body that is physical yet incorruptible—it cannot die, age, or become ill. 

(Doug Powell, Holman QuickSource Guide to Christian Apologetics, p. 268)
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GENERAL REVELATION 

The general revelation of God is prior to His special revelation in point of time. It does not come 
to man in the form of verbal communications, but in the facts, the forces, and the laws of 
nature, in the constitution and operation of the human mind, and in the facts of experience and 
history. The Bible refers to it in such passages as Ps. 19:1, 2; Rom. 1:19, 20; 2:14, 15. 

While Pelagians, Rationalists, and Deists regard this revelation as adequate for our present 
needs, Roman Catholics and Protestants are agreed that it is not sufficient. It was obscured by 
the blight of sin resting on God's beautiful creation. The handwriting of the Creator was not 
entirely erased, but became hazy and indistinct. It does not now convey any fully reliable 
knowledge of God and spiritual things, and therefore does not furnish us a trustworthy 
foundation on which we can build for our eternal future. The present religious confusion of 
those who would base their religion on a purely natural basis clearly proves its insufficiency. It 
does not even afford an adequate basis for religion in general, much less for true religion. Even 
gentile nations appeal to some supposed special revelation. And, finally, it utterly fails to meet 
the spiritual needs of sinners. While it conveys some knowledge of the goodness, the wisdom, 
and the power of God, it conveys no knowledge whatever of Christ as the only way of salvation. 

This does not mean, however, that general revelation has no value at all. It accounts for the true 
elements that are still found in heathen religions. Due to this revelation gentiles feel 
themselves to be the offspring of God (Acts 17:28), seek after God if haply they might find Him 
(Acts 17:27), see in nature God's everlasting power and divinity (Rom. 1:19, 20), and do by 
nature the things of the law (Rom. 2:14). Though they live in the darkness of sin and ignorance, 
and pervert the truth of God, they still share in the illumination of the Word (John. 1:9), and in 
the general operations of the Holy Spirit (Gen. 6:3). Moreover, the general revelation of God 
also forms the background for His special revelation. The latter could not be fully understood 
without the former. Science and history do not fail to illumine the pages of the Bible. 

(Louis Berkhof, Summary of Christian Doctrine, pp. 13–14) 

SPECIAL REVELATION 

It is only through Scripture that we receive any knowledge of the direct revelations of God in 
the past. We know absolutely nothing about God's revelations among Israel through the 
prophets and finally in Christ, except from the Bible. If this is set aside, we abandon the whole 
of God's special revelation, including that in Christ. It is only through the word of the apostles 
that we can have communion with Christ. Consequently, it is unthinkable that God gave a 
special revelation and then took no measures to preserve it inviolate for coming generations. 
Scripture derives its significance exactly from the fact that it is the book of revelation. By 
means of Scripture God constantly carries His revelation into the world and makes its content 
effective in the thought and life of man. It is not merely a narrative of what happened years ago, 
but the perennial speech of God to man. Revelation lives on in Scripture and brings even now, 
just as it did when it was given, light, life, and holiness. By means of that revelation God 
continues to renew sinners in their being and consciousness. Scripture is the Holy Spirit's chief 



GLOSSARY of TERMS 
	  

Page 73 

instrument for the extension and guidance of the Church, for the perfecting of the saints, and 
for the building up of the body of Jesus Christ. 

(Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, pp. 142–43) 

REVERENCE 

Reverence is the acknowledgement of God's transcendence and majesty, and the creature's 
comparative littleness; of the divine lordship, justice, and sovereign claims. Such reverence 
expresses awe before the absolutely holy, as well as a deference and submission based on a 
sense of complete dependence. 

(Encyclopedic Dictionary of Religion, s.v. "Reverence.") 

REVIVALISM 

Revivalism, narrowly defined, is the use of special techniques to awaken interest in religion. 
More broadly, it embraces those Christian movements whose thought-life and culture honour 
this formalized pursuit of spiritual renewal. Its distinguishing elements include charismatic 
evangelists, mass audiences, Bible-based preaching, a gospel of repentance, the elevation of the 
heart and experience over head and theology, and the proliferation of dramatic, often physical, 
experiences of conversion. Revivalism has been primarily, but not exclusively, a feature of 
evangelical Protestant movements; its roots and characteristic expressions are North 
American, but the phenomenon has spread throughout the globalizing of Anglo-American 
evangelicalism. For Christians it has continued to raise questions about divine agency, the role 
of human instrumentality, and the psychological, sociological, and teleological role of revival in 
the late-modern world. Concerns over showmanship, evanescence, and manipulation of the 
vulnerable, questionable spiritual outcomes, and even charlatanism jostle alongside 
apprehensions of the Holy Spirit and God's power. 

(The Oxford Companion of Christian Thought, s.v. "Revivalism.") 

RULE OF INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE 

VII. All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all: yet those 
things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for salvation are so clearly 
propounded, and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the 
unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding of 
them. 

IX. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: and therefore, when 
there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but 
one), it must be searched and known by other places that speak more clearly. 

(The Westminster Confession of Faith, I) 
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SANCTIFICATION 

Sanctification is the fruit of justification. It is the gracious and continuous operation of the 
Holy Spirit by which He delivers the justified sinner from the pollution of sin, renews his whole 
nature in the image of God, and enables him to perform good works. Sanctification never 
reaches perfection in this life (believers continue to struggle with sin), but by virtue of the 
believer's union with Christ, real conformity to the image of Christ occurs by means of the 
Word and sacraments. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, pp. 532–535) 

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN SANCTIFICATION 

The Holy Spirit has not only a personality of his own, but also a distinctive method of working; 
and therefore we should distinguish between the work of Christ in meriting salvation and the 
work of the Holy Spirit in applying it. Christ met the demands of divine justice and merited all 
the blessings of salvation. But it is through the agency of the Holy Spirit that Christ's work is 
put in possession of those for whom he laid down his life. The Holy Spirit originates, maintains, 
develops, and guides the new life. He overcomes and destroys the power of sin, renews man in 
the image of God, enables him to render spiritual obedience to God, to be the salt of the earth, 
and the light of the world. Though this work stands out as the work of the Holy Spirit, it cannot 
be separated from the work of Christ (John 16:13,14). The Holy Spirit's work is rooted in 
Christ's work. 

(Adapted from Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 426) 

ATTRIBUTES OF SCRIPTURE 

A doctrine concerning Scripture’s attributes developed in the Reformation churches as a 
counter to Roman Catholicism on the one hand and Anabaptism on the other. The key issue 
was the nature and extent of scriptural authority. Rome honors church and tradition above 
Scripture, while Anabaptism respects the inner word at the expense of the external word of 
Scripture. In Roman Catholicism the precedence of the church over Scripture eventually led to 
the dogma of papal infallibility. Here, materially, Scripture is unnecessary. Over against this 
position, the Reformers posited their polemical doctrine of Scripture’s attributes: authority, 
necessity, sufficiency, and perspicuity. 

(Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Vol. 1, Prolegomena, p. 449) 

SIN 

Q .  2 4 .  W h a t  i s  s i n ?  A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, any law of 
God, given as a rule to the reasonable creature. 

Q .  2 5 .  W h e r e i n  c o n s i s t s  t h e  s i n f u l n e s s  o f  t h a t  e s t a t e  w h e r e  i n t o  m a n  f e l l ?  A. The 
sinfulness of that estate where into man fell, consists in the guilt of Adam's first sin, the want of 
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that righteousness wherein he was created, and the corruption of his nature, whereby he is 
utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite unto all that is spiritually good, and wholly 
inclined to all evil, and that continually; which is commonly called original sin, and from which 
do proceed all actual transgressions. 

(The Westminster Larger Catechism) 

SIN AS CONDITION 

Sin is first of all a condition that is simultaneously judicial and moral, legal and relational. 
Accordingly, we sin because we are sinners rather than vice versa. Standing before God as 
transgressors in Adam, we exhibit our guilt and corruption in actual thoughts and actions. 

Furthermore, we are both victims and perpetrators. There is no human being since the fall who 
is only victim; yet it is also true that every sinner is also sinned against. A particular act of sin 
may be (or include) the fault of someone else, but the sinful condition and the web of sinful 
actions and relationships that flow from it implicate us as well. It is true that we do not simply 
choose our vices, but are conditioned by the sinful structures to which our particular socio-
cultural or familial contexts tend. Yet it is also true that we yield ourselves to these vices and 
are responsible for our own actions. 

(Adapted from Michael Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the 
Way, pp. 427–28) 

A BELIEVER’S STRUGGLE WITH SIN 

1. Those people whom God according to his purpose calls into fellowship with his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord and regenerates by the Holy Spirit, he also sets free from the reign and slavery 
of sin, though in this life not entirely from the flesh and from the body of sin.  
 
2. Hence daily sins of weakness arise, and blemishes cling to even the best works of God's 
people, giving them continual cause to humble themselves before God, to flee for refuge to 
Christ crucified, to put the flesh to death more and more by the Spirit of supplication and by 
holy exercises of godliness, and to strain toward the goal of perfection, until they are so freed 
from this body of death and reign with the Lamb of God in Heaven. 

(The Canons of Dort, The Fifth Main Point of Doctrine, Articles 1 and 2) 

SOLO CHRISTO: THE EROSION OF CHRIST-CENTERED FAITH 

As evangelical faith becomes secularized, its interests have been blurred with those of the 
culture. The result is a loss of absolute values, permissive individualism, and a substitution of 
wholeness for holiness, recovery for repentance, intuition for truth, feeling for belief, chance 
for providence, and immediate gratification for enduring hope. Christ and his cross have moved 
from the center of our vision.  
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We reaffirm that our salvation is accomplished by the mediatorial work of the historical Christ 
alone. His sinless life and substitutionary atonement alone are sufficient for our justification 
and reconciliation to the Father.  

We deny that the gospel is preached if Christ's substitutionary work is not declared and faith in 
Christ and his work is not solicited. 

(The Cambridge Declaration, 1996) 

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 

The biblical teaching that God is king, supreme ruler, and lawgiver of the entire universe. 
Several divine names reflect God's sovereignty. He is called "God Most High," "God almighty," 
"Sovereign Lord," and "Lord God Almighty."  

Theologians generally consider "sovereignty" one of God's communicable attributes; 
"sovereignty" expresses an inherent characteristic of God, and a distinction is sometimes made 
between "sovereign will" and "sovereign power." God's sovereign will and power are not 
arbitrary, despotic, or deterministic; his sovereignty is characterized by his justice and holiness 
as well as by his other attributes. 

(Adapted from Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, s.v. "Sovereignty of God.") 

SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT 

The process of propitiation envisaged in the Bible is one which involves an element of 
substitution. In both the Old and New Testaments the means of propitiation is the offering up 
of a gift, the gift of a life yielded up to death by God's own appointment. The Scripture is clear 
that the wrath of God is visited upon sinners or else that the Son of God dies for them. . . . Either 
we die or He dies. But 'God commendeth His own love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us' (Rom 5:8). 

(Adapted from Leon Morris, Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, p. 213) 

By the blood of Christ a propitiation is effected so that those who are of faith no longer need 
fear the wrath. Thus we see that, whereas originally sinners were liable to suffer from the 
outpouring of the wrath of God, Christ has suffered instead of them, and now they may go free. 
But to say this is to say substitution. 

(Adapted from Leon Morris, Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, p. 201) 

THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE 

We believe that this Holy Scripture contains the will of God completely and that everything one 
must believe to be saved is sufficiently taught in it. For since the entire manner of service 
which God requires of us is described in it at great length, no one—even an apostle or an angel 
from heaven, as Paul says—ought to teach other than what the Holy Scriptures have already 
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taught us. For since it is forbidden to add to or subtract from the Word of God, this plainly 
demonstrates that the teaching is perfect and complete in all respects.  

Therefore we must not consider human writings—no matter how holy their authors may have 
been—equal to the divine writings; nor may we put custom, nor the majority, nor age, nor the 
passage of time or persons, nor councils, decrees, or official decisions above the truth of God, 
for truth is above everything else. For all human beings are liars by nature and more vain than 
vanity itself.  

Therefore we reject with all our hearts everything that does not agree with this infallible rule, 
as we are taught to do by the apostles when they say, "Test the spirits to see if they are of God," 
and also, "If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your 
house." 

(The Belgic Confession, Article 7) 

THERAPEUTIC SPIRITUALITY  

Today’s spirituality is novel in the sense that it is based upon a person’s felt needs, as opposed 
to an authoritative person or text. Self-expression has become the new form of worship in both 
traditional and innovative religious practices, rather than a practice of self-denial. This 
spirituality adopts preference as a means of self-actualization (i.e. a way of becoming the fullest 
expression of yourself as a human being). The commitments to these preferences are deeply 
personal and subjective, which results in the expression, “Your own personal Jesus” who 
neither confronts with his transcendent ‘Otherness’ nor deals in categories of sin, hell, or 
judgment. Therapy as a model of spirituality has replaced traditional norms due to the 
secularization of culture (i.e., the cultural shift that has resulted in religious beliefs becoming 
wholly individualized and disassociated from the social sphere).  Divine Providence over 
mankind has been replaced by the invisible hand of economic forces. Whereas the Almighty 
beneficent being was previously seen as integral to daily life and well-being, today, he is seen as 
a cosmic bellhop who comes at our beck and call.  

With the loss of life’s ‘center’ by these competing visions of reality, faith has been left only with 
an interior and subjective expression which allows ‘believers’ to cope with the ‘real world’ 
science and technology have given them. In the face of this modern nihilism (i.e., the belief that 
there is no true reality beyond that which is apprehended through the senses), religion has 
often attempted to fill the vacuum through such therapeutic modes of expression. Even in 
traditional, conservative contexts orthodox worship and practice may succumb to this mode of 
spirituality, ultimately leaving little effect upon the practice of the worshipper or in the public 
square at large. Concrete, external liturgical practices (such as the reading of the law, corporate 
confession, a declaration of pardon, and corporate supplication) are often displaced by 
personalized small groups that help believers in their life journey. This is deemed as more 
‘relevant’ to the therapeutic man, and an improvement upon the ‘dead rituals’ that don’t speak 
to the hearts of worshippers. Worship thus becomes a therapy ‘session’ something akin to 
Alcoholics Anonymous, a place where kindred spirits can hear one another’s stories and help 
one another cope with their weaknesses and failures, rather than a place of divine judgment 
and salvation where sinful people meet with a holy God, and through faith in their Savior, by the 



GLOSSARY of TERMS 
	  

Page 78 

power of the Holy Spirit, are forgiven for their rebellion, and comforted by the assurance of 
their salvation. 

(Timothy W. Massaro, “Therapeutic Spirituality,” WHI [blog], August 10, 2014) 

TOTAL INABILITY 

Therefore, all people are conceived in sin and are born children of wrath, unfit for any saving 
good, inclined to evil, dead in their sins, and slaves to sin; without the grace of the regenerating 
Holy Spirit they are neither willing nor able to return to God, to reform their distorted nature, 
or even to dispose themselves to such reform. 

(The Canons of Dort, III/IV.3) 

THE TRINITY 

The Trinity is not merely one doctrine among others; besides being proclaimed in Word and 
sacrament, this article of faith structures all the faith and practice of Christianity: our theology, 
liturgies, hymns, and lives. It is clear enough from Scripture that the persons of the Godhead 
are persons-in-relation. It is not simply that begetting, being begotten, and being spirated are 
essential to their identity, but that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are essential to each 
other’s identity. 

The Christian doctrine of the Trinity (from Latin trinitas "triad") defines God as three 
consubstantial persons, or hypostases: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; "one God in 
three persons." The three persons are distinct, yet are one "substance, essence or nature." In 
this context, a "nature" is that which can be said of something, while a "person" is the acting 
agent, of whom one is. Along with their unity in essence and activities, each is an 
unsubstitutable person who lives and acts differently. This difference never provokes 
opposition, but love, because each person has something different to bring to the 
intratrinitarian relationship and extratrinitarian works. The Father not only knows his 
fatherhood from the Son; his person as such is defined by this other who addresses him. Much 
different from human personhood, the first person’s being the Father of the Son is a necessary 
rather than contingent aspect of his existence. Precisely because each person is different (i.e., 
possesses incommunicable properties), each knows himself in and through the other. Not even 
the Father knows himself as Father apart from the Son through the Spirit. 

According to Herman Bavinck, “in the doctrine of the Trinity beats the heart of the whole of 
revelation of God for the redemption of humanity.” As the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, “our 
God is above us, before us and within us.” We believe in one God who is one in essence and 
three in persons. As the Fourth Lateran Council declared, "it is the Father who generates, the 
Son who is begotten, and the Holy Spirit who proceeds." While distinct from one another in 
their relations of origin and in their relations with one another, they are all three co-eternal and 
co-essential. There is neither first nor last; for they are all three one, in truth, in power, in 
goodness, and in mercy co-equal, and consubstantial, and "each is God, whole and entire." The 
works of creation and redemption are operations common to all three persons, in which each 
shows forth what is proper to him in the Trinity, so that all things are "from the Father," 
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"through the Son" and "in the Holy Spirit." Cf. WCF II; BC 8; Nicene and Athanasian Creed 
 

(Adapted from Michael Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the 
Way, pp. 273–06) 

TURNING YOUR GAZE AWAY FROM YOURSELF 

If you want health for your souls, and if you want to be the instruments of bringing health to 
others, do not turn your gaze forever within, as though you could find Christ there. Nay, turn 
your gaze away from your own miserable experiences, away from your own sin, to the Lord 
Jesus Christ as He is offered to us in the gospel. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.” Only when we turn away from ourselves 
to that uplifted Savior shall we have healing for our deadly hurt. 

It is the same old story, my friends—the same old story of the natural man. Men are trying 
today, as they have always been trying, to save themselves—to save themselves by their own act 
of surrender, by the excellence of their own faith, by mystic experiences of their own lives. But 
it is all in vain. Not that way is peace with God to be obtained. It is to be obtained only in the old, 
old way—by attention to something that was done once for all long ago, and by acceptance of 
the living Savior who there, once for all, brought redemption for our sin. Oh, that men would 
turn for salvation from their own experience to the Cross of Christ; oh, that they would turn 
from the phenomena of religion to the living God!  

That that may be done, there is but one way. It is not found in a study of the psychology of 
religion; it is not found in “religious education”; it is not found in an analysis of one's own 
spiritual status. Oh, no. It is found only in the blessed written Word. There are the words of life. 
There God speaks. Let us attend to His voice. Let us above all things know the Word. Let us 
study it with all our minds; let us cherish it with all our hearts. Then let us try, very humbly, to 
bring it to the unsaved. Let us pray that God may honor not the messengers but the message, 
that despite our unworthiness He may make His Word upon our unworthy lips to be a message 
of life. 

(J. Gresham Machen, “The Importance of Christian Scholarship for the Building Up of the 
Church,” from a series of three lectures on “The Importance of Christian Scholarship” given at 

meetings of the Bible League at Caxton Hall, Westminster, London [June 17, 1932]) 

UNION WITH CHRIST 

Phrase referring to the way in which believers share in Christ in eternity (by election), in past 
history (by redemption), in the present (by effectual calling, justification, and sanctification), 
and in the future (by glorification). This union is mystical, legal, and organic. 

(Michael Horton, The Christian Faith, p. 1002, s.v. "Union with Christ.") 
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WHY WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

Whenever we gather for public worship, it is because we have been summoned. That is what 
"church" means: ekklesia, "called out." ...[Public worship] is a society of those who have been 
chosen, redeemed, called, justified, and are being sanctified until one day they will finally be 
glorified in heaven. We gather each Lord's Day not merely out of habit, social custom, or felt 
needs but because God has chosen this weekly festival as a foretaste of the everlasting Sabbath 
day that will be enjoyed fully at the marriage supper of the Lamb. God has called us out of the 
world and into his marvelous light: That is why we gather. 

(Michael Horton, A Better Way: Rediscovering the Drama of God-Centered Worship, p. 24) 
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