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We've hit mid-summer already and 

you may be wondering what your 

pastors are up to this summer.  As we 

all may have guessed, Pastor Jim and 

Shari are spending a good amount of 

time at their cottage on Gun Lake, 

just south of Grand Rapids.  We also 

know that Pastor Chad has had a five-

week hiatus in May and June while 

Pastor Kevin has jumped into the sad-

dle full-time for that time.  But what 

exactly have they been doing? 

 

During Pastor Chad's five-week 

"hiatus" he spent some time resting, 

some time catching up on home  

projects, but then also dedicated time 

getting ready to speak at the RYS  

National Youth Convention July 18-22 

in St. Paul, Minnesota, as well as the 

Abide Project "Convention of Confes-

sional CRCs" August 2-3 in Orland 

Park, Illinois.  His workshop at RYS is 

on "Leading Well" and the lecture at 

the Abide convention is taking up one 

of the three-marks of the true church: 

"Discipline."  The purpose of that  

convention is to chart a path forward 

after the CRC Synod 2022. 

 

Speaking of Synod, Pastor Chad spent 

a significant portion of his hiatus  

attending or watching Synod meet-

ings while also working with and en-

couraging others who were serving 

as delegates (see separate report on 

Synod 2022 in this issue of the  

Central Channel).  As you can  

imagine, there have been hundreds of 

follow up conversations which will 

lead to thousands more. 

 

But there is some fun on the docket 

for the Steenwyks.  We will be camp-

ing at the beach with friends over a 

weekend in early July.  We will also 

be camping with family for several 

days at Sleeping Bear Dunes in late 

July.  By then, it will be time to get 

kids ready for school again, but we 

won't talk about that much yet. 

 

Besides taking on five weeks of full-

time solo pastor duties, Pastor Kevin 

and Anna, of course, will spend much 

of their summer getting ready and 

welcoming a newborn!  This is excit-

ing for all of us.  Anna's mom, Claire 

Mozley, has come to town for  

reinforcement and will be staying 

through the end of July.  Kevin's  

family will also be arriving later in July 

and into August to celebrate the new 

baby as well. 

 

We thank you for these times of  

refreshment and reinvigoration, but 

our hearts are in preaching God's 

Word and serving God's people.   

Thank you for allowing us to do just 

that within this family of God. 

 from the PASTOR’S Pen 
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PRAYING for our SHUT-INS &  MISSIONARIES 
As our college students wrap up their school year we will pause in having a  

“College Student of the week” and pick them up again in the fall.   

July 3-9 

Shut-ins:  Flip & Bertha Maat 

Missionaries:  Ben & Melanie Kappers 

All Saints Reformed Church 

 

July 10-16 

Shut-in: Bernie Klompmaker 

Missionary:  Dave Vander Meer 

Word & Deed Ministries 

 

 

 

July 17-23 

Shut-in:  Sue Branderhorst 

Mission:  Beautiful Gate Orphanage 

 

July 24-30 

Shut-ins:  Marv & Lois Nienhuis 

Mission: Audio Scripture Ministries  

 

July 31– August 6 

Shut-in:  Char Nykamp 

Missionary: Prodip Das 

Bengali Mission in New York 

I would like to express my utmost gratitude to 

the congregation for your expressions of  

sympathy at the passing of my brother.  The 

many cards and visits of Pastor Jim, Elder Paul, 

and Pastor Kevin were especially appreciated. 

Marv Nienhuis 

 

THANK YOU to the many who sent cards and 

wished me birthday congrats for my 80th  

birthday!  Would especially thank God for His 

goodness to me and who has blessed me so  

           richly!  Praise God! 

           Marianne Bos 

 

A big THANK YOU to all who sent cards, goodies, and wished me a Happy Birthday!  It is a blessing to be a part 

of the family here at Central Avenue! 

Salli Bruxvoort 

 

We appreciate, so much, the many birthday and anniversary cards and well  wishes for our special days. What a 

blessing to be a part of our thoughtful, caring church family here at Central Ave. Blest be the tie that binds! 

Chet and Mary Dreyer 
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That headline makes everyone cringe, doesn’t it?  And 

yet it speaks the truth, especially in a church.  

Imagine a church without volunteers:  When visitors 

walk in our doors, who would they be welcomed by?  

Who would help them find a bulletin, or a place to sit?  

What if they had small children?  Who would watch 

them?  How many of our families with young children 

would not attend if their children needed to be with 

them during a full service?  What kind of load would 

fall on our pastors without elders or deacons or care 

companions to share their ministry? How would our 

shut-ins stay connected without people to deliver them 

bulletins or meals?  Without sound techs or video 

crews that allow them to listen on the radio or watch 

online?  How would we celebrate communion without 

people to prepare the elements?  What would our rela-

tionships within the congregation look like without cof-

fee fellowship after church, or church picnics, or pot-

lucks, or fellowship lunches… What about Sunday 

School, Catechism, Bible Studies, Book Clubs, GEMS, 

Cadets?  What would our worship services look like 

without people sharing their gifts for floral arranging, 

or singing, or playing an instrument?   Would our 

young people grow up to be active in the church as 

adults if they were never involved as children?    

When Lifeway Research surveyed 1,000 US protestant 

pastors for the 2022 Greatest Needs study what they 

found as their most pressing issues is eye-opening.  

Here are the top 5 needs identified by pastors: 77% 

stated developing leaders and volunteers. 76% said 

fostering connections with visitors, especially un-

churched people.  75% said congregants’ apathy or 

lack of commitment.  72% said consistency in their 

own personal prayer life.  And 69% said fellowship.  At  

Central Ave CRC less than 30% of our members volun-

teer in some way, and of those who do volunteer, 

most volunteer their time in more than 1 capacity 

which can, and does, lead to burnout.  Imagine the 

frustration of those of us who are trying to keep minis-

tries running without needed hands, or the frustration 

of those who find themselves volunteering for just one 

more thing  

because they recognize the importance of the need. 

Why should you consider volunteering at Central  

Avenue?  First and foremost, out of obedience to  

Jesus and to follow His example.  Mark 9:35 – “And He 

sat down and called the twelve. And He said to them, 

“if anyone be first, he must be last of all and servant of 

all” and Philippians 2:5-7 – “Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by 

taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 

of men.”   

continue page 8 



 4 

 

 

I was able to attend 2-days of Synod in-person and spend 

much of it watching the video stream on a 20-minute delay.  

That delay, as well as the closing the gallery in the Cove-

nant Fine Arts Center at Calvin University were ways to 

maintain the integrity of the deliberations on the 

docket for Synod 2022.  If you didn’t know, this 

was set to be a significant Synod.  Below are 

some of my comments as an observer, inter-

twined with those of other colleagues who 

served as delegates: Rev. Dan De Graff from 

Wisconsin and Rev. Chad Werkhoven from Min-

nesota.   

First, thank you for your interest, encouragement, and pray-

ers.  As many of you know, I was involved in the leadership 

of the Abide Project; a group that formed from  a few pas-

tors gathering via Zoom to discuss the Human Sexuality 

Report (HSR, hereafter) and grew rapidly across North 

America from every background with the goal of promoting 

the biblical, orthodox position of the Church on human sex-

uality – which has always been the CRC’s position.  Thank 

you for giving me some grace and space to help with this 

effort.  You will see some of the fruit God blessed us with at 

Synod 2022. 

WHAT HAPPENED AT SYNOD 2022? 

Officers: Jose Rayas (Sunshine CRC, El Paso, TX) – Presi-

dent, Derek Buikema (Orland Park CRC, IL) – VP,  Aaron 

Vriesman (North Blendon CRC, Hudsonville, MI) – 1st Clerk; 

Luann Sankey – (Classis Central California) – 2nd Clerk.  

The majority of delegates were serving at Synod for the first 

time. 

Significant Retirements: Colin Watson, Sr. – Executive Di-

rector; John Bolt – Deputy Executive Director/long-time 

Chief Financial Officer; Dee Recker – long-time Director of 

Synodical Services; Michael LeRoy – Calvin University 

President. We are a denomination in transition. 

Denominational Restructuring: The Structure and Leader-

ship Task Force (SALT) report restructured the denomina-

tion significantly, mainly along Canada/U.S. lines, necessi-

tated primarily by some law changes in Canada.  A 

“General Secretary” (an ecclesiastical officer) replaces the 

“Executive Director” position.  Two administrative officer 

positions were created – one for Canada, another for the 

U.S.  Some fear this is a precursor to a split into a Canadian 

CRC and an American CRC.  The impact is yet to be seen.  

Synod interviewed and appointed Zachary King as General 

Secretary; Joel Huyser as Director of U.S. Ministry Opera-

tions; and Al Postma as Transitional Executive Director-

Canada (the national directors will be reviewed 

after two years). 

Preparation of Ministers: Calvin Seminary recently 

overhauled its curriculum with course changes/ 

reductions, especially in biblical languages and 

preaching. Some is because online Greek/

Hebrew tools are more accessible, but also be-

cause more and more seminarians pursue other 

callings besides congregational (preaching) ministry.  

While there is certainly a need for practical ministry experi-

ence, it seems that reducing these requirements will weak-

en pastors and subsequently our churches.  If you want an 

insider’s take, ask Pastor Kevin.   

Ministry Shares: Giving to the CRC’s ministries through Min-

istry Shares is down significantly, especially in the United 

States. Classes have been instructed to collect information 

as to why that is. Decisions this year may further affect this 

positively and negatively. 

Penal Substitutionary Atonement (PSA): From an overture 

asking Synod to declare denials of PSA to be “heresy,” Syn-

od overwhelming (1) “declare[d] that it is a serious devia-

tion from the teachings of the confessions (therefore, our 

understanding of God’s Word) of the [CRC] to in any way 

deny that Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection provide 

a substitutionary work of bearing God’s wrath on our behalf 

because of the just punishment we deserve for our sin… and 

(2)…Declare[d] that any office-bearer who explicitly denies 

penal substitutionary atonement is worthy of special disci-

pline…” The label “heresy” was not applied, partly because a 

previous Synod had established nine decided marks of 

what constitutes heresy.  This decision means that even 

things countering Scripture which are not deemed “heresy” 

by such definition still warrant disciplinary action.  Several 

years ago, a CRC pastor did deny penal substitutionary 

atonement openly in at least one sermon.  His congrega-

tion has since disaffiliated with the CRC.  

REPORT ON SYNOD 2022 
by Pastor Chad 
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Abuse of Power/Code of Conduct: While the denomina-

tion’s employees and Council of Delegates have signed on 

to a Code of Conduct, Synod decided to wait a year to apply 

this same Code to all local office-bearers. This was not a re-

jection of such codes, but murkiness in language, the 

thought that it’s better for local congregations to apply this 

on their own terms, needed further discussion in the church-

es. 

Human Sexuality Report 

(HSR): Much time was 

spent in prayer with la-

ment and grief for the pain 

people have experienced 

around rejection by the 

church, as well as asking 

for discernment, unity, love, truth, and grace.  Although the 

sessions were closed to avoid unnecessary  

coercion, about 100+ people protested just outside the pro-

ceedings on two afternoons.  This discussion lasted about 

nine (9) hours. 

Here are some key decisions adopted by Synod (most deci-

sions by a 3-to-1 margin): (1) Pornography is pervasive and 

harmful, and we should “lead our churches into repentance 

and healing.” (2) The pastoral care sections of the HSR offer 

“sound, introductory guidance to the churches and strongly 

encourage continuing conversations around the complex 

issues within the HSR and how to faithfully implement these 

practices in the life of the church.” (3) No additional commit-

tees of study of this are needed.  (4) Synod recommended 

“the HSR to the churches as providing a useful summary of 

biblical teaching regarding human sexuality.” (5) Synod reaf-

firmed “that ‘unchastity’ in the Heidelberg Catechism Q. and 

A. 108 encompasses adultery, premarital sex, extra-marital 

sex, sexual violence within and outside of covenantal mar-

riage, polyamory, pornography and homosexual sex, all of 

which violate the Seventh Commandment. In so doing, syn-

od declares this affirmation ‘an interpretation of [a] confes-

sion.’ Therefore, this interpretation has confessional status.”  

This last point means all office-bearers – as well as Calvin 

University and Seminary faculty and denominational admin-

istrators must agree to this interpretation when they sign the 

Covenant of Office-Bearers. 

Neland Avenue CRC (Grand Rapids church that ordained 

someone in a same-sex marriage as a deacon): Synod over-

whelming adopted the following: (1) “Neland Avenue CRC 

to immediately rescind its decision to ordain…, thus nullifying 

this deacon’s current term.” (2) “Neland Avenue CRC to up-

hold our shared denominational covenants and procedures 

as laid out in the Church Order and the Covenant for Office-

bearers.” (3) “The [General Secretary] to appoint a commit-

tee…to meet with Neland Avenue to oversee its compliance…

to meet with Classis Grand Rapids East to admonish them… If 

necessary, to invite three other classes to assist the commit-

tee in dealing with the issues regarding Neland Avenue 

CRC. To report to Synod 2023…its own actions and any clas-

sical actions taken and present its recommendations.”  This 

was a major decision as it indicated that the decisions re-

garding human sexuality ought to be lived out in our lives. 

Race and Justice: All of us are responsible, especially office-

bearers, to teach and live out a biblical understanding 

against racism and seek the justice and flourishing of all peo-

ple, and “to provide opportunities for listening, learning, and 

practicing civil dialogue on the difficult conversations need-

ed to better understand one another’s perspective on racism 

and biblical justice.” 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS: While this was an intense and diffi-

cult Synod, God was merciful in answering prayer.  I found 

myself convicted of my own sin more than feeling the need 

to convict others.  But to have such an overwhelming ap-

proval shows that the majority of the CRC desires to stand 

upon biblical truth.  In fact, it seems that this discussion over 

human sexuality is strengthening resolve to stand upon 

God’s Word and the truth of His power.  It was interesting 

that while many accusations have come against this Synod 

as being “old, white, and male,” there was a strong contin-

gent of young pastors fighting for the orthodox, confessional 

position.  In addition, the Korean, Latino, and Navajo groups 

within the CRC came out strongly in favor of the HSR as well.   

While it feels as though there has been a victory, we need to 

recognize the many brothers and sisters in the CRC who are 

left wondering if the CRC is a place for them.  This includes 

many denominational and Calvin staff.  Pray for all of us as 

we navigate forward.  This is not the end of the battle for 

reformation and revival in the CRC.  It is just the beginning 

and Synod 2023 will prove to be just as important, if not 

more.  But we praise God for His mercy in this moment.  It 

has encouraged and inspired many within and outside the 

CRC near and far.  To Him be all the glory! 
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Part 1: Case 

Case was born in 1924 in South Holland, Hardinxveld, 

the Netherlands.  Case’s dad worked along the water-

front, cultivating and cutting willow wood for making 

barrel hoops called hoeps.  Because they contained 

maatjes herring in salt water the barrels needed to be 

made of wood to prevent rust..  The willow shrubs used 

to make the hoeps grew near the water so Case’s dad 

owned a small houseboat that his workers could use to 

harvest and transport the willow wood.  During the war 

Case’s dad hid this little boat along the edge of the water 

in the reeds and they called it “The Ark”. 
 

In May of 1940, when Case was 16, Hitler invaded The 

Netherlands.  During the German occupation there were 

Dutch traitors called the SDAP (Social Democratic Labor 

Party).  When young Dutch men turned 17 or 18 they 

were drafted by the SDAP and forced to work at a camp 

for six months to prepare them for later being sent to 

Germany as factory workers or soldiers.  This forced  

labor, serving the SAP in The Netherlands was called  

arbeidienst. 
 

Case and the other teens were made to live and work at 

the camp in German barracks with a couple hundred 

other Dutch men.  They were not allowed to leave the 

premises.  Case was forced to work from 6:00am to 

5:00pm at a landfill of stones.  He and the others had to 

dig holes, 4 feet wide by 4 feet deep to remove all the 

stones and make the land arable.  It was hard work dig-

ging all day.  The Germans also tried to make soldiers 

out of these men, with drill programs and marching.  

They had to practice carrying shovels instead of guns.  

They also had to do things like peel potatoes and clean 

up after the meals. 
 

After the six months of digging holes ended, Case and 

the others were sent home for one week at the end of 

which they would board a train for Germany.  Case was 

18 years old when he was ordered to go to Germany.  

During this week his father said “Enough is enough, you 

are NOT going to Germany!”  He came up with a plan to 

hide Case and three of his friends from the Germans.  
 

During the German occupation most people lost their 

jobs and businesses, therefore, Case’s dad’s boat was not 

being used and was sitting in a small wilderness of wil-

low shrubs.  There were Polders in The Netherlands 

which were diked in land that would stay dry during 

flooding.  Outside of the dike would be an area of grow-

ing reeds and willow shrubs.  Case’s dad spoke to a 

farmer whose house and farm were near a polder to ask 

if he could park his boat in one of the canal places, so 

that it would be near this farm and still hidden from the 

Germans, and the farmer agreed. 
 

The small houseboat had four beds and a small eating 

area, but no bathroom.  There was an outside on the 

side of the boat, but for good reasons they decided not 

to use it, instead digging a hole on the shore for a bath-

room.  When the tide was out they took baths in the wa-

ter.  Case felt like Moses in the bulrushes while hiding on 

his dad’s boat.  During the storm tides they couldn’t get 

off the boat.  At these times the boat could be seen, but 

there was no one there to see it. 
 

The farms in the area were isolated and secluded. On a 

farm across the river from the houseboat an airplane had 

been shot down and crashed to the ground.  When the 

farmer saw this happen he rushed out to help the pilot, 

but they were both killed in an explosion.  The widow of 

the farmer gave the boys jobs.  They were able to use a 

boat that belonged to the farm to get there. When they 

churned buttermilk they were given milk to drink.  Their 

usual schedule was that Case would stay at the house-

boat to do cleaning and cooking while they other  

thecentralstory   
We’ll be pausing in our look at the story of our church as published by Bob Swierenga to take a 

look at the story of one of our members, Alice De Ruiter and her husband Case and their lives 

in The Netherlands during WWII as told to Ruth Brand. 
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3 boys went to work on the farm.  Case said it was a 

dull existence but they survived on the money they 

made from the farm. 
 

About three times a month Case’s dad would come on a 

bicycle to check on them, pick up Case’s dirty laundry, 

and bring a little food.  During these years hiding togeth-

er these four young men became very good friends.  

Before his forced labor for Germany, Case had worked 

for a baker.  At that time one of the ways his family 

stayed alive was eating things Case got from the baker.  

There were also stalks of wheat that had blown down in 

a storm and started growing again.  They were able to 

glean this wheat and grind it in a coffee grinder to make 

porridge by adding buttermilk.  The quality of the wheat 

was very poor though, and when they made bread from 

it, it wouldn’t bake well, and was damp inside.  During 

the time the Case was hiding on the boat they were al-

lowed to glean wheat from the farm and Case ground it 

to make porridge. 
 

Near the place that Case and his friends were hiding 

was the village of Niewendyk.  One time they decided 

to sneak into the village to buy some bread.  Case got 

caught and the Germans made him peel potatoes.  He 

worked very hard at peeling potatoes and then asked 

permission to go to the bathroom.  This is when he  

escaped and ran back to their boat. 

 

 

When the boys worked on the farm, they had to be care-

ful in case the Germans showed up.  On top of the farm 

room was a gadget that allowed the farm to get electric-

ity from the wind.  If the Germans were at the farm, the 

family would turn this gadget off as a warning to Case 

and his friends that the German soldiers were there. 
 

Over an hour walking distance from where Case was 

hiding, there was another boat hidden among the reeds 

and willows.  It was a much larger friend boat and could 

hold a lot of people.  Nearby there was a sandbar, and 

sometimes a German soldier would take a Dutch girl for 

a ride in a rowboat to the sandbar.  While they were on 

the sandbar fooling around, they were not aware that 

the tide was coming in until it was too late.  Their row-

boat had drifted away and they were in danger of 

drowning, so they began to scream for help.  Case and 

his friends could hear the screams so they took a row-

boat to rescue them.  When they got a short distance 

away, they told the soldier to give them his gun or they 

would let him drown.  They would take these captured 

Germans to the freight boat nearby.  Approximately 80 

German soldiers were captured this way and held pris-

oner on the freight boat until The Netherlands was liber-

ated.  After that they delivered these soldiers to the al-

lies.  They also kept those Dutch women as prisoners 

until the end of the war because of the possibility of 

them telling someone in town where these boats were 

hidden.  And of course, they had to feed all these prison-

ers from their meager supply of food. 
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Volunteers Needed? continued 

There are many passages that instruct us as believers 

to serve one another.  As Pastor Kevin preaches 

through the book of Titus I am struck again by the 

words of Titus 2.  The prayers, notes, encouragement, 

and example set by our older members and our shut 

ins are of vital importance to the young men and wom-

en of our congregation.  Serving the church helps 

build community and relationships with other members 

of the church and it helps us to grow our relationship 

with Christ.  

As we approach the 2022-23 Ministry Season we will 

again be looking for volunteers.  Central Avenue CRC 

needs people to serve alongside our paid staff to en-

sure our church is welcoming, fellowshipping, teaching 

and allowing us to stay “rooted and growing in Christ”.  

We ask that you prayerfully consider how you can 

serve Central Avenue CRC in the coming year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, July 17, after the evening service, 24 of our young people and 6 leaders will be traveling to the 

University of Northwestern in St. Paul, MN to attend the annual RYS Convention.  The theme for the year is  

“BE LESS” based on Philippians 2:3 “Let nothing be done out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 

mind let each esteem others better than himself.”  During their week they will have large group sessions  

featuring speakers and worship, and breakout sessions on topics like “What is God’s Will For My Life?”, “Walking 

through the Shadow”, “How Important is Your Profession (of Faith)?”, and “Leading Well” (taught by our own 

Pastor Chad!).  There will also be plenty of opportunities to create new friends and deepen friendships within 

our group through Sonrise Groups (Small group Bible studies every morning), Sonset Groups (an evening time 

of wrapping up our day with our youth group), athletic tournaments, non-sports activities, and a day away at 

Valleyfair Amusement Park.  We ask for your prayers for safe travel and that our time together will be a blessing 

to all involved. 

Leaders: Craig & Velva Yonker, Pastor Chad & Rachel Steenwyk, Jason & Salli Bruxvoort 

Students: Henry Steenwyk, Leo Steenwyk, James Bruxvoort, Teddy Hollebeek, Jack Allen, Josh DeWys, Josiah 

Duch, Caleb Duch, Debra DeWys, Hannah Knot, Molly Rozema, Addy Peters. 
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upcomingevents  

Mark your calendars now for our annual CHURCH PICNIC on August 13. 

More details to follow! 

 

COFFEE with the STAFF 

Join us on Wednesday morning July 6 at 10am for coffee in the church office!  All are wel-

come to join Pastors Chad & Kevin, Jeff, Salli, & Ann for a time of coffee and getting to        

know each other better! 

 

Women and Girls of ALL ages are invited to come out to our next Women’s Fellowship 

Night, Thursday July 14 at 7pm.  Have some fun while painting.  Please look for a signup at 

the Welcome & Information center or online.  The cost will be $10 per piece of pottery and 

there will be a selection of different pottery to choose from.  Hope to see you there! 

 

On July 16 Kevin Schierbeek and Tressa Moelker will be wed!  We pray that God will bless 

them richly as they begin their new lives together.  Make sure to stop by the Wedding Table    

  in the narthex to sign a card for them or to leave them some helpful advice! 

Bengali-Language Worship Service 

Sunday, July 17, 2022 

at 7:00 p.m. 

in the sanctuary 

Pastor Prodip Das, preaching 

Holland, Michigan, has become home for many Christian families with origins in Bangladesh.  Located in South 

Asia surrounded by India, Bangladesh is 90%+ Muslim, 8.5% Hindu, and only 0.4% Christian.  As the persecution 

of Christians has risen worldwide, many families and individuals have made their way to the United States;  

settling in places like Queens, New York, and Hamtramck, just outside of Detroit.  However, it is still difficult to 

be Christian and Bengali as Islam is connected with their native culture.  Holland's Christian roots, as well as 

plentiful job opportunities, have made this a good home.  We have been privileged to welcome several into our 

family here at Central Avenue and now also support Pastor Prodip Das and his work in Queens and beyond. 

 

As the population grows, conversations about the possibility of a Bengali-language worship service has come 

up.  Several families gather periodically for prayers and singing in Bengali.  After a process of prayer and  

discernment, the elders of Central Ave approved a request for a Bengali-language service to be held at Central 

Avenue.  The hope is to hold this once a month or every other month going forward. 

 

There is no intention that this will develop into a separate congregation.  In fact, that is not the desire of the  

elders or our Bengali families whatsoever.  We are all important parts of the body at Central Avenue.  Already, 

many of the children and teenagers speak English as their primary language.  This service is meant to provide an 

opportunity for a part of our body to praise God in their "heart language" and provide a natural outreach for 

others in the Holland Bengali community.  There will be some English and some Bengali, but all - including you - 

are invited and welcomed to worship God together. 
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OFFERING SCHEDULE 
 

 

 

July 3 AM:  Gateway Mission 

 PM:  HCS Tuition Grant Fund 

 

July 10 AM:  Special Mission Commitment 

  PM:  Charity 

 

July 17AM:  Holland Deacon’s Conference 

 PM:  Area Christian Schools 

 

July 24 AM:  General Fund 

 PM:  Bible League 

 

July 31AM:  Resonate Global Missions 

 PM:  Phnom Penh Bible School 

 

 

COFFEE  

FELLOWSHIP 

   

 July 3:  #4 

 July 10:  #5 

 July 17:  #6 

 July 24:  #7 

 July 31: #1 

July 3 AM: Beth VandenBroek 

  Abby Buter 

  PM: Kristen Schierbeek 

  Abigail Visser 

July 10 AM: Margo Hoekstra 

  Ava Knot 

  PM:  Megan Koeman 

  Addy Peters 

July 17 AM: Salli Bruxvoort 

  Charlotte Beckman

 PM:  Sue Zwiep 

  Harper Hoekstra 

June 24AM:  Margo Hoekstra 

  Olivia Hollebeek

 PM: Audrey Schierbeek 

  Lilli Bushouse 

July 31 AM: Sarah Visser 

  Leo Steenwyk 

 PM: Missy Knot 

  James Bruxvoort 

NURSERY schedule  

AM:  Don Klaasen 

 Phil DeVries 

 James Bruxvoort 

 Sam Visser 

 

PM:  Ted Bosgraaf 

 Henry Steenwyk 

 Leo Steenwyk 

USHERS  

AM:   Carol Van Dyke 

 Carl Van Dyke 

  

PM: Mary Teerman 

 Lois Prins 

VISITOR assistants 
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July 1 

Ed Sterenberg 

Ruth Timmer—80 

 Rosie Smit 

Audrey Ems—87 

 

July 2 

Ruth Klaasen 

Claire Bruinsma 

Leah Timmer 

 

July 3 

Gene Grotenhuis—89 

 

July 4 

Carrie Pifer 

Bertha Maat—98 

 

July 5 

Nick Hoekstra 

Ken Postma 

 

July 6 

Harley Berens 

 

July 8 

Ron Kotman 

 

July 9 

Todd Vander Lugt 

Lauren Bushouse 

 

July 12 

Megan Koeman 

 

July 13 

Lloyd Bonzelaar—85 

 

July 14 

Velva Yonker 

Ashley Koeman 

July 17 

Jo Sankey—88 

Elizabeth Vander Lugt 

Don Klaasen 

 

July 19 

Paul Schierbeek 

 

July 23 

Karen Nealssohn 

 

July 24 

Lois Nienhuis—86 

 

July 25 

Hugh Slenk—83 

 

July 26 

Lynn Brouwer 

 

July 27 

Pastor Chad Steenwyk 

Ruth Bult—84 

 

July 28 

Leesa Weed 

Lois Slenk—84 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 1 

Rich & Mary Cory 

Rick & Shari Smith 

 

July 3 

Ron & Kaylene Johnson 

 

July 8 

Marv & Lois Nienhuis—67 

Steve & Shelly Koeman 

 

July 11 

Dirk & Stacey Hollebeek 

 

July 27 

Tom & Kelly Rozema 

 

July 31 

Jason & Salli Bruxvoort 

CELEBRATING WITH OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 


