
2015—Our Sesquicentennial Year 

On Sunday, November 8, 2015 – 

exactly 150 years to the day since 

our congregation held its first 

worship service – we will be 

celebrating, our sesquicentennial.  

But this is too important to just 

have one day so we will be 

celebrating all year long! 

A second big event will be 

Saturday evening, October 17, 

2015, when, Lord willing, the congregation will gather 

for a gala dinner at the Haworth Center, together with 

former pastors Revs. Vanden Heuvel, Witvliet, 

Uitvlught, and Noorman, and their wives.  

Throughout the year, our former pastors will be 

guest preachers, along with as many of the 

sons of the congregation as are able—Marv 

Beelen, Earl Dykema, Vern Bareman, Bob 

Heerspink, Tom Swieringa, John Witvliet, Jr., 

Dan Teerman, and Randy Buursma. 

Jessie Rozema and Ellie Sterenberg designed 

special Sesquicentennial logos that will be 

emblazed on banners and used on bulletins 

covers and perhaps church letterheads. Jacob 

& Kelli Rozema are creating banners to be 

used around the church 

Bob Swierenga has written a 

comprehensive history of the 

congregation that has been 

published by Van Raalte Press of 

Hope College.  The title is 

Faithful Witness: A 

Sesquicentennial History of 

Central Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church, 1865-2015. 

The 526-page paperback is 

available through the church 

office for $20 or at Readers’ 

World, the Hope College 

Bookstore or on Amazon.  It is 

filled with pictures and stories 

our God’s covenant faithfulness to and 

through the family here at Central Avenue. 

Ivan Brand has arranged a musical score for 

a Sesquicentennial Hymn arranged for 

voice and stringed instruments. The text by 

Rev. Samuel Brondsema was written for the 

congregation’s 75th Anniversary in 1940 

and is set to a familiar tune. The special 

hymn will be sung by the Chancel Choir, 

our Sunday School children and the 

congregation from time to time, and also performed by 

instrumental ensembles. The text will be included in a 

future Channel. 

Many members have taken the time to write 

down “heart songs.” Libby Ellerbroek has 

compiled a list so we can sing many favorites 

in praising God throughout 2015.  

A video is being made of historic 8mm film 

footage, plus interviews with members.  For 

youngsters, Ellie Sterenberg is making special 

coloring sheets and search-and-find papers.  

Amy Sterenberg will tell interesting stories 

about the past in Sunday school pre-sessions, 

so the children can learn to appreciate our 

history.  

Several special music groups 

have been lined up to help us 

celebrate: the Holland Christian 

Living Hope Singers, the Calvin 

Alumni Choir, the Evergreen 

Chorale and others will present 

concerts or be part of our 

worship services.  

In issues of the Central Channel 

through this year there will be 

updates and information on 

special events and activities.  

Stay tuned for more to come! 

The Sesquicentennial Task 

Force 
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